Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



D,„i„„Googlc 



SSOA I Ale 



I 



D,.„,C( I- 



D,„i„„Googlc 



DiGooglc 



D,„i„„Googlc 



D,„i„„Googlc 




D,„i„„G(xiglc 



I 



c^. 



V 



^- 



3,G(xiglc 



"tRy ,l\iy r ';- ■«/;>r/"V. 

cut Cit:) of |?Ji'k ; 



Ilv WM, n ■,i((i!'t(\ I 



D,„l,zccDyG00gIC 




Doiii.mGoogIc 



HtSTORT ASD nBSCSlPTlOX 



ancient Cttg of Sorfe; 

COMPaillMO ALL TBE 

HOST INTBRRSTIXQ INFORUATIONf 

Already PuiUAtd In Drakt't £hinuwm| 
■xaicKED 

WITH MUCH ENTIRELY NEW MATTER, 

FROM OTHER AVTUENTtC SOURCES, 
AHD 

lUuitntod with ■ N««t P1*n of the City, uid mHi<r GlcRUit EngnTlii|it 



By WM. IIAIIGROVB. 



IN TWO VOLVMES^VOL. II. 





YORK: 


rnBI.IIRED AHD 1 

»*tt>WIK. IBADoriC, A 


M.I> lY WI1.-ALEXAMDBB, CA«TLE8AT1( 
, AMU CO.. 1.^M(^MAH. Rlrnxt. AHU CO., 
(, ([ARHOIIArEI J. KDWAKIX, IIALirAS| 

IL, UUNCAHTKK, lUEmlCLDi AC 


t,%t,t>t, au 




1S18. 



D,„i„„Googlc 



D,„i„„Googlc 



CONTENTS 
OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 

SECTION I.-'Page B. 

fBilory tmd Deicriptum (flke WaiU, Ban, Poriemt, Tmtr», 4v^ 
mluch lummnd the City, ucluding a* aaxmnt ^ their jirMMt 
itaU, 

SECTION n.—Page ST- 

ffitioncal Detcriptiqn if the Cathedral— Lut i^ihe Arehbuhopt— 
Pretent Religioiu Service — XaH and Detcri^im ^ Monif 
menit — Vatriei and thar Curiotiliei, with the Cha^er^ 

SECTION III.— Po^ 119. 

CLOU OF THX CATHBDKAL, WITH IT*! APPBNDAOM, 

.ftuitnl Palace— Miruter Lihrary^Nenh/ discovered Dungeoi^— 
Peter Pritm— Church ^ St. Michael-le-Belfreif—Begitter 
qfflce—Deanerji—Armi qf the See—St. WUUam'i College-' 
theBedem,^. 

SECTION IV.— Page ISS. 

StreeU and Public BuUdinge, ancient and vwdem, ivitMn 
Mickleqate-IVards including a bri^UietoriaUDeecripUm 
^each, nilh OccoMional ObtervaiioHt. 

SECTION v.— Page 807- 
Streett and Public Buildingt, ancient and modem, within 
JVduieATK.IVAitD £ including a bri^ Hittorical Dt$criptio» 
tfeaeh, tsith Qceunanal O&htoMmm. 



oyGooglc 



fV CONTENTS. 

SECTION VI.~Page 319. 
Street* and Public Buildijtgf, ancient and modern, tviiftta 
Monk-Wjrd ; including a brief Hidarical DetcriptUm of 
each, ailh Occasional Observaliont. 

SECTION VII.— P^c 403. 
Street* and Public BuiMingt, anciaU and modem, mithit 
BooThah-Ward : including an HitUtrioal Detcripticti of 
aack, with brief Biographiccd Notices, and other Occatitmal 
(Mttervationt. 

SECTION Vni.— Page i91. 
Setcriplion o/* the Suburbs ; including an Historical Account cf 
the various Objects of Public Interest tehich they embrace, 
mnd interspersed mxth Occasional Observations. 

CONCLUSION.— P(^e 629. 
Gmlaining an Account of the York Emanuel — Sjnnning 
School— Female Friendly Society— Female Benefit Club- 
Lying-in Society — Charitable Society — Benevolent Society~- 
Societyjifr the Prevention, ^c, of Vice and Pr^aneness—Dr. 
Cotton's Hospital'— Lady Henleifs Schools— Corporation 
^York — York Humane Society — Mr, John Allen's Charity-— 
WaUer's Hospital— Church <f SL Mary, Bithophill-the 
Younger — High'Ousegate — Members cf ParUament—Iteli' 
gious Societies—New Ouse-Bridge — Goldsmith's Assay-Office 
•^Lad^ Conyngham's Charities— Fairs — Carriers— Coaches, 
tc.4c. 

BmiATA TO Vol II. — Index— List op Flatei. 



oyGooglc 



Doiii.mGoogIc 



DiGooglc 



©tsftorgdf^orft: 



SECTION I. 

StUioTy and iieacriptionof ike Wath, ^ars, Poslern$, 
Toweri, Sfc., tthibk surround the Ciig ; includiaA 
«n Aceewkt ttf iheil' prkskiit Stali. 

J- tiE actioUnt 6( York, from ihe Earliest ages 
to the present period, as a general history, has 
fcbeti coHipl^ted iii (he first volume. Tlie author 
4ias thertftrt^ norf only fo particularize, in re^ 
tereiice io ih&t history, the various objects ot 
interest which claim the attention of strangers. 
'The bul«af-ks of oui- city, which in former ageS 
aflforded protection to the property and persons 
of otit ancestors, and whicb^ at this time en- 
66mrpad3 ttiast of the objects that will be noticed 
In " i%^ Strangers' Guide," have been already 
cicc«isionaliy irttroducAd ; but hot so fully as the 
vot. IT. B 
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6 HISTORY OF YORK. 

curiosity they excite in travelleri^ Beems to de- 
mand. The walls, ban, posterns, towers, &c., as 
to their origin and present state, are ^erefore 
entitled to priority, in this descriptive part of the 
work. 

WALLS. 
It certainly is very difficult to ascertain the pre- 
cise time when the walls were built, though it is 
evident that York was fortified, both during the 
Saxon and Danish governments, as well as under 
the Roman power. But it^s walls seem to have 
been afterwards reduced, or entirely destroyed ; 

' and according to the greatest probability, they 
were rebuilt about the time in which the Scottish 
wars commenced, during the reign of Edward 
the first. 

In ]327, Edward the third sent a mandate to 
the mayor of York, from which the following 
is an extract: *' The king, to his well-belove4 

' the mayor and bayliffs of the city of York, 
greeting — We strictly command and charge you, 
upon your faith and allegiance, and of the for- 
feiture of every thing you can forfeit to us, im- 
mediately on sight of these presents, without 
excuse or delay, to inspect and overlook your 
vcalhf ditches, and towers, and th6 ammunition 
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WALXkS OF THE CITY, T 

prop<!r for the defence of ttie cUj ; taking wlf b 
;ou, such of our faithful servants as will be ehosen 
for this purpose ; and to take such order for it's 
defence^ that no danger can happen to the city 
by neglefit of such 8afeguards.-^And we^ hy these 
presents, give you full poWer and authoi'ity, to 
distrain and conlpel all and singular holders of 
houses or rents in the said city ; pr merchants, or 
strangers, inhabiting the same, by the seizure of 
their bodies or goods, to be aiding towards the; 
security ofthe walls, bulwarks, or towers, as yoii, 
in your discretion^ shall think fit to ordain ; and 
for the making other useful and necessary works 
about it — punishing all those that 6re fbund to 
contradict or I'ebel against this order> by iinprit 
sonment^ or what other methods 5'ou (hink (it.-^ 
Ddiedat Durham, July ISih, I32T." 

By Leland's description of Torkf ih iJiti reigft 
of Henry tlie eighth, nearly two hundred year* 
after the receipt of the preceding mandate, w^ 
are informed ih»t the walls and towers were then 
in a complete state of defence, and that the rircrvi 
were also guarded, by chains passing across from 
tower to tower* He wrote nearly three hundred 
years ago, and thus rudely and curiou»ty ex« 
presses himself] "The tonne of York slandetN 
B2 
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8 HIS'fOKY OF TOttK. 

by west and est of Ouse rirer running throdgh it, 
but that part Ifaat lyeth by est U twice as gre< in 
building as the other. Thus goeth the waul from 
the ripe* of Ouse, lof tbe est part of the cite of 
York : Fyrst, a g^ete towre with a chain of yron 
to cast over the Ouse, then another towre, and 
so to Bowdamgate — From Bowdaragate or bar to 
Goodramgate or bar, X towrea — theasfour towres 
to liSytiiorp a postern-gate^ and soe by a i^ace 
of two flite shottfs'the blind and deep water of 
Fosse, cumming out of the forest of Galtres, de- 
fendeth this part of the cite without waules; 
then to Waumgate three towres, and tfacns to 
Fishergate, stoppid up sins the Communes burnid 
it yn the time of King Henry Mw Seventh. Thens 
to the ripe of Fosse have three towres, and in the 
iliree a postern ; and thens over Fosse l^ a bridge 
to the castelle. 

" The west part of the cite is thus yncloied; 
first a turrit, and soe the waul runneth over the 
side of the dungeon of the castelle on the west 
side of Ouse^ right agayne the castelle on the est 
ripe. The plotte of this castelle' is now called 
-Ould Baile, and the area and ditches of it doe 
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WALLS or TBB CFTY. 9 

manilestly appeare. Betwixt the beginnyng of 
flie first parte of this west waule aod Aficklegate, 
be IX. towres^ and, betwixt it and the ripe 
agayne of Ouse, be XI. towres; and at this XL 
towres be a postern-gate, and the towre of -it it 
right agayn tlie est towre, to draw over the chain 
on Ouse, betwixt them.'' 

Such i» Lelaod'a deBcri|»tiaR' of the iraftki of 
York in those 4fiya ; and'CaiucleQ^ in.his Britannia^ 
mentions them m being of considerable sirengtk 
Drake, however, thus comnientft oni Camden's 
remari^s: *' As to the great' atFeagth which this 
author gives to 9ur fortifioatlona, though eat 
wallja were then reputed strong, and long aftei 
this time stood a vigorotuB sieg^> againBt.a very 
formidable arm}', yet the art of war hm, of lato 
years., been so much unproved, that they ace now 
of small use; and would be of little ser<vie« 
against a modern attack." 

The circumference of the walls is nearly two 
miles aivl three quarters, vix. : 

Perchei. 

From Ihe Red Tower to Walmgale- Bar .... M 

T^nce to Fisber^te -Postern 09 

Casdegate-Poeteni W 

- Skeldergate-Poetern 34 

MicUegtte-Bar 138 

B3 
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10 KlStoaif OF YOKK. 

Thepce to NarUw^et-PosterR J W 

Bootham-Bar 8fli 

Monk-Bar 116 

Layerthorp-Postern , SQ 

vif.-"! Red Tower aboye-qamed 80 

Xqtal 975:, 

Or two miles, and v^ry nearly six furlongs, an 
extent little inferior to that of the old walls of 
Loiidon ) the measurement of the latter amount- 
ing only to three miles. 

As for the present state of the walls, we are 
torry to remark, they are rapidly falling to 
decay ; though they are calculated to form a 
inost delightful promenade for the citizens; at 
once commanding the advantages of the purest 
air, and most extensive and pleasing prospects; 
embracing the ruins of St. Mary's Abbey, Se- 
Terus's Hillfl^ and other interesting objects, di- 
versified with the meahderings of the Foss, and 
the bolder windings of the Ouse^ through (hiitful 
plains and luxuriant fields. With all these, pri- 
vileges attached to them, soon, very soon^ will 
the devastations of time, render these venerable, 
remains impassable, and in short, little better, 
than a heap of ruins ; unless the citizens unite to^ 
snatclt them from it'^ ruth|e«s hand ; and so (a^ 
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HICKLEOATB-BAR. U 

reitore them, as for paBsengera to walk with 
nfety. 

Having already had occasion, in the History, 
to notice the shocks and repairs which the walls 
Itare undergone, we proceed to notice the Bars 
and Posterns through which entrance is obtained 
jo the city. There are four principal Gates or 
Bars, vi%, ; Micklegate-Bar, on the south-west — 
Bootham-Bar, on the north-west— Monk-Bar, 
on the north>east — and Walmgate-Bar, on the 
south-east. The posterns were Ave in number, 
and are thus distinguished : Northstreet- Postern, 
Skeldergate-PoBtern,CaBtlegate-Postern, Fisher- 
gate-Postern, and hayerthorp, anciently Layre* 
thorpe- Postern. 

MICKLEOATE-BAR. 

Micklboatb-Bab, of which a beautiful p^te is 
given in this work, was the most magnificent; and 
is still much admired, for it's antique structure and 
Tenerable appearance. The gate- way, or general 
arch, is a triplet, and supports a massy pile 
of gothic turrets embattled, and adorned with 
figures. lt*s chief arch, near the port-cullis, is 
of millstone grit, the segment of a circle. It was 
supposed by lord Burlington, to be of the Tuscan 
order, and to have been of Boman erection. 
B4 
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1^ HI£lTP|l^ OF XPI^f^- 

Drake coincides with liis lordship in this opir 
nion -J but seems chiefly to rest his idea of this 
subj^t; on the circuinsta(ice qf it's vicinity to the 
Mount, which certainiy appear^ to have been tl^e 
scit^ of ^ strong o^titvork to the city ; aod hcncf) 
^e coQcludes that the gale, i^bich is in a 1in« n(ith^ 
the H^ount, must have been standing at tlie same 
time as that Roman fortiftcatiou. This is not 
improbable, particularly as the arch bears every 
appearance of floman firchitecture ; but ^if l^- C- 
Englefield, bart., F.K.S. & F. A.S., in 9 letter to 
the president of the Society of Antiquaries, de- 
cidedly opposed the conjectures of loir^i Bur- 
lington and Mr. Drajve ; and. Go^iig^b, in his 
edition of Camden's Britannia, says, t^af M'- 
£ssex has also copfute^ the t<lea of it's Bomau 
origin. 

In front of the bar, an^ over the gate-way, is 
placed a large shield, on which are the ariua of 
England apd France, They were formerly beau- 
tifully painted and giltj, and still retain some 
remains of the latter. On each side, is also" 
placed a smaller shield, representing the arms of 
the (ity, Drak^, speaking of Micklegate-rBar, 
gays ; " It appearSj^ by a record in the pipe-office, 
that one Benedict Fitz-Engelram gave half a 
park for licence to build a certain *ouse upon 
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thisl^r, and sixpence ajnuial rent for having it 
hereditary, tl^e eighth of Richard t^ first. |iut 
this does not ascertain the ag^ of the presptit 
structure. Yet I observe thej^eurs de its m tlie 
royal ar^is are, po^. conQned to the number fhcee ; 
which puts it out of doubt that they were placed 
there before Henry tlie fifth's time; who wastli» 
first that gave that particular number in bif^ 
beariijig." 

The same writer aJso s^s: ** The bar i» 
strengthened by an outer gate, wbicli had a 
massy irpn chaiQ went across ; then a port-QuUis, 
and lastly, a niighty strong double wooden gat^,^ 
which is closed in every night at the usual hours. 
It has tb? character, altogether, as to ancient 
(ortificaiion, to be as noble ai^ august a port as 
most in Europe. The inside wa? renewed and 
beautiHed anno 1716, R. Townes lord mayor, a^ 
appears by an inscription upon it," 

Mr. Drake's account was, no doubt, correct 
when be wrote; but will not fully apply at the 
present time. Part of the walls connecting thQ 
principal with the outer gate, and on which wa^ 
a terrace, has fallen down for want of timely 
repair, A little of the massy chain of which he 
speaks, is yet remaining — the large folding dooni, 
with a small one in the centre, for foot pas- 
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H HISTORT OS- YORK. 

aei^rs, are also perfect; but the port-calluy 
which was a large wooden grate, with iron spikes 
at the bottom;^ ftll, and was destroyed about 
eight or nioe years ago. 

We learn that in the reign of Henry tbe Brsf, 
{he gates and posterns were always closed at nine 
o'clock in the evening, and opened at four in 
the morning — and that men we^e appointed to 
keep watch at each of them every night : but it 
IS almost needless to add, that no such custom 
now prevails. 

In the city, the ascent to the tower and walls 
of Mieklegate-Bar, is by twenty-tbree stone 
steps on the left side ; and on the right, is a mo> 
dern erection for foot passengers. Ascending 
tbe steps^ the stranger will enter the lowest 
apartment in tbe tower, which is not iphabtted ; 
but even yet retains mueh of it^s original ap- 
pearance; having in it a sloping woodep frame, 
or soldiers* bedstead, nearly t{ie wtiole length of 
the room, with a raised part, apparently for the 
head to rest upon. There is also a window ia 
front, and a large fireplace. 

Two other rooms above this, are now inhabited 
by the families of two poor freemen of the city, 
who are allowed by the corporation to reside here 
without paying aiiy rent. Adjoining the upper 
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BOOTHAU-BAR. 19 

jroom, is a small round tower, leading to the top, 
which is covered with lead, and cQininands a 
ropsi interesting- prospect of the surrounding 
country. Here the stranger will naturally be led 
to reflect on the difference of feeling excited by 
the present peaceful scenes, to those which must 
have been experienced by the strong guard of 
soldiers, formerly placed here to watch the motions 
of qn inveterate enemy ; and to repel, by force 
of arms, their hostile and destructive approach. 

Those apartments are supported on the side 
next the city, by twp stone pillars, in front of 
which is a flagged causeway leading to the walls, 
and guarded by the battlemepts of the bar. Over 
those pillars are placed the royal arms, with 
those of the city. 

BOOTHAM-BAR. 
Bootbah-Bar is situate not far from the ruins 
of the Roman multangular tower, which is on the 
Hanor-shore, and will be mentioned hereafter. 
This bar is chiefly built of the grit stone, generally 
used by the Romans. The architecture has, by 
some, been termed Gothic; but it has a more 
modern appearance than any of the o^er bars, 
and at present is more perfect : the port-cullis, 
doors, &c., also still remain. On the outer fr<mt 
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1« HlSTOHY OP VOKK. 

o( the bar, arc placed two shields, with the arms of 
the city; orer which is a shield within the garter> 
but greatljr defaped. The interior of (he gate- 
way, was repaired in 1719, with, free stone. Oa 
the ioner front, facing the city, is 9 large nichQ 
Qver the arch, containing the atone 4gure of f^ 
king, in armour^ imagined b^' some,, to represent 
the supposed British founder of ibis, city, men- 
tioned ifl page 18 of the first volun^ of t,his.work ;, 
but it is evidently of more modern oosiunie. This, 
figure had formerly in one band a mound, and 
a,sceptre m the t^ber ; but those are now decayed, 
a,nd gone, wul a crowa on the Itead is the only, 
remaining insigqi^^of royalty. Itis^repcesentedia 
armour, such as w«s.used ajtout Iwx centuries ago ; 
the more general opinion therefore is,^ ti^at thin 
figure originally belonged to the fine stone screen, 
conveyed from St. Mary's Abbey to the cathedr&I, 
in the reign of James the first, and by his order. 
This idea. is conflrmcd, by the circumstance of onQ 
of the figures in that screen having been removed* 
to make room for the statue of the royql donor. 

On one side of this bar, is a watch-house for 
dclinQuents, and on the otiier, is a modern pas- 
sage for foot travellers. Behind this passage, a 
flight of steps leads to the inner apartments of 
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MONK'BAR. 17 

lilie bar. These are three in number, one over 
another, but are much less than the apartments 
in Micklegate<Bar. They are occupied by two 
families ; and from the upper room is an ascent 
by a small wooden ladder, to the top, which is 
surrounded by a wall or battlement, and is co- 
vered with lead. The view it commands, is by 
no means so eKtensire as that from Micklegate 
Or Monk-Bar, this building being much lower 
than the other two. 

MONK-BAR. 

Monk-Bar is an ancient, light, and lofty 
Btructur<e, dividing Goodramgate and Monkgate. 
Of ^e etyttiolc^y of each of those names, notice 
will be taken afterwards. The foundation of 
this gate is ef grit stones; and on it's front, are the 
arms of France, quartered with those of England ; 
i^kh c^«tnB»E^nce hn^eaka it's antiqiiity. Om 
the battlements^ are (pieced small f^ures in a 
menacing posture. Here is no private road fot 
foot passengers, as at the other three bars. The 
port-cuUis is yet remaining, as are the large 
folding doors ; but a part of the barbican at the 
right hand, on the entrance from Scarborough, 
being much out of repair, was about three years 
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'20 HISTORY OF YORK. 

c^bibkled by th6 d^cent^ i^ coitipeaaAitd by de- 
li^tlul pro^pect^ of thd SDrroUhiling district. — 
Oh (>ne ^ide the cathedral, risihg abuVe the ad- 
joining houses, presents it's inajtstic ittfrers, iind 
fl*s hobie east windo*. On the 6th&t iside, Ihfe 
distant ft'olds, bound the intcrVetung- champaign, 
*hicU i* ihterspersed with villages, the riiins of 
ShorifF-Hutton castle, with rivefa, plauis, and 
gentit'Qien'6 ^eat§, in l-ich vatiety. 

WALJUGATEl-BAit. 

Tiife ghte we have ne%t to mfentlen, is Walm* 
gate'-BAr, the pHncipal etifi-aiice from Hull. 
A repte^ftlatidn of this ba^ i» given in Vol. 1, at 
Ipage iOl, tfhcn speaking of the gteat iiijury it 
sustained dut-lng; the la^t siege of York. Over 
the outer gate, the arch of which is pointed in 
the Gothic style, is inscribed the date when it wait 
repair^, 1646; and though part of the barbican, 
or walls by which the two gates are united, has 
fallen down, or been removed, the folding doors 
and poirt-cuIlis,yetrematn. The apartments over 
it are alid inhabited, the same as Ibose of the 
Ytthet: gates. Ou the front next the city, they 
project considerably into the street ; but this pro- 
jcetion is formed merely of common timber 
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framing, supported by two atone pillars. A. 
modem foot road has been made on one side of 
the bar, which certainly was highly requisite. 

The walls between the Red Tower and this bar, 
which will be noticed in due course, are formed 
upon arches ; the situation being very wet, and 
the ground consequently not firm. That part of 
them, however, which is about half way between 
Walmgate-Bar and the tower, may be considered 
more entire than any other part of the walls. 
About the length of one or two hundred yards, 
they seem completely to display their original 
form and beauty ; but nearer the Foss, wliere 
they hare evidently been repaired with bricks^ 
the ravages of time have been more de8tructive> 
and their eflfects are more apparent. 

FISHERGATE-BAR. 

Pbssing from Walmgate-Bar^ towards the 
Castle, we come to an ancient gate-way, now 
walled up, and covered over, the same as the 
other parts of the walls. It is called Fisueboate- 
Bak. 

Leland speaks of this old bar in the following 
terms: ** It was burnt iu Henry the seventh's 
^me, by the commons of Yorkshire, who took 

TOL. II, G 
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. 22 HISTORY OF YOKS. 

the cittye, and would bare beheaded Sir Richard 
Yorke,lord mayor — it has ever since been blocked 
up." He also adds, that he bad been informed 
that Walmgate-Bar was not built till after this 
was destroyed; but he does not seem to give 
much credit to the latter report. It is still a 
curious and interesting object, as the reader will 
see by the following representation. 



This ruin is situated at the end of a street, 
that formerly run past St. George's church-yard, 
of which we shall speak hereafter. The ground 
which formed the terminatioa of this ancient 



oyGdogle 



ktreet, U now incloied with ponti and ratli ; but 
when the bar waa o|}eii, the whole paued in t 
curving line from Walmgate to Fishergate) and 
was called " Ne^-gaie'lanet^ though it ii at 
present deiigilated " 8t. GeorgeU Stregt*' 

Near this curious old gateway, Arci ttrd ih-* 
•criptions on the interior of the bar-walla^ re« 
presenting Sir William Todd, merchant, as tt 
great benefactor to the reparations of the ^allii 
One of them is thus ekpressed i ** ft. 190£Vt4 

0i.eee0.%^xxv%% sbitmimmttv 

matr im^aM (tome tjime ibajt (tc^grffft ttiB fbin 

tOItt titMtMt**'' And over this inscription, Is a 
piece of rude sculpture, t<jpniseiiting a senator 
in his robe*, and a woman kneeling by him* 
The other inscription is not far from it, and ii 
placed Under the arm! of the city. It is as fol- 
lowsf " A". DOMWt M.CCCC.LXXXVIL 
sir wmiam Tod knight L*,. HAY RE ihit 
wal teas mayde in hit dayet Iw yerdy»" 

PIStlllRQAtEl-l'OSTERN. 

At the distance of s few hundred yArds frotU 
Fishergate-'Bar, is a building called Fishbroate- 
PosTBBN ; remarkable fur the beauty and ex« 
aetnew of it's symmetry, being, though built of 

ca 
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square stones^ aj^rently like uiie solid mssa. 
This postern is the most perfect of asy of (hem, 
baTing be«i repaired and eridenlly new roofed. 
If is now inhabited by a poor freetuan of tlie city. 
On the ground floor is a small apartment, from 
which a flight of winding stoiw steps leads to tho 
top — about half way up those steps is another 
room> with other conveniences, and at one end 
of it a curioHs gallery, in the form of the music- 
gallery of a modern assembly-room ; it is railed 
round, and is entered by a door above, from the 
winding staircase*. 

Ascending still higher, we come to the top 
room, the floor of which has evidently been the 
original roof of tl>e postern ; as it is clearly 

* Since writing the above, I find in an old manUBcript, 
written by an antiqaary of York, and presented to my 
Fatker by the late Sir John Ingilby, bart., the following 
curious obsenation : " I am told that concerts of music 
and dancing used formerly to be in Fishergate-Postem— 
and there bave Iwen music galleries in the upper room." 
Should UuB apparent confirmation of the remarks already 
made, prove correct, the musicians and dancers must 
have been very few in number, as the' rooms are far 
from being spacious. Perhaps the eutertaHtments might 
he termed private assemblies. 
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visible that the present potiked and tiled roof 
r^ts OP (he ancient battleoients, the ittcancie* 
between tbem having been walled up witb 
bricks. A few holes have however been made 
in the walla, which command a fine view of the 
country, the Castle, the rivers Ouse and Pom, 
Clifford's Tower, and other interesting objects. 

CASTLEGATE.POSTERN. 
Castt.egate-Postbrn is the second we shall 
here notice ; but it possesses no peculiar feature, 
or any degree of superiority. It is inhabited like 
the preceding one; is very near the ruina of 
Clifford's Tower, and in the direct road to the 
village of Fulford, where several gentlemen of 
York have their country houses. Tliis, however, 
is a carriage road only by sufferance, and the 
people at the postern have to attend to lower 
a post in the centre of the gateway, when any 
person wishes to go through with a carriage. 
Carts and waggons are rarely allowed to pawi 
through it. 

SKELDERaATE-POSTERN. 

On the opposite side of the river, formerly 

•tood SsELDERGATE PosTBBN ; but the building 

ivas totally removed in the year 1808. Tbere is 

C3 
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ft feprjr-boat kept near the scite of this postern, 
which opeqs a pommuiiication across the water, 
with the NeiV'Walk, for oiie helfpenny each 
paswnger. It is rented from the corporation^ by 
a person whose duty it is to be in constant at-r 

NOItTH STREET-POSTERN. 

At NonTHSTBE^T-PpsTEitN i« another ferry, 
^Isft rented from the corporation; which com* 
Tnitpjpate^ with the Qpposite side, either to Lendat 
pr the ]Uaiior-Shbre, for the same trifling sura 
fi^ the one above-named, This bnilding for- 
pierly septed the double purposes of a postern 
^nd a watch-tower for the riyer, as pientipned in 
fhe extract lately givefi frQin Leiand; and it ia 
yet used ps a ^welling for the ferryman. It 
pQiiftisfs qf two apartments below, ^ith smallep 
f pnyepiences ; and rooms over them. It's forra 
|fi octagon ; and the building yet see^s to be i^ 

If^AYERTHOpPTPOST^IRff, 

L^Y^IiTHoiiif-PpsTfVN i« tfie fifth apd last we 
|ipr^ tP Tnt^ntion. It is in the same direction as 

JJ((Bfe-Psr, ftpd lUte tha^ stru^uf?, it fpfperly 
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guarded one of the ways leading to Heworth- 
Moor. The following is a representation of the 
building, as it appeared a few years ago : 



The situation of this postern seems to have 
rendered it a rery strong position, having been 
built at the end of Layerthorp- Bridge, with the 
river Foss running in front. 

Time has made great alterations in this once 
strong and comely edifice; and at present it is 
only a ruin ; the archway and folding doors being 
the principal parts of the original building which 
now remain. It has been said bysome, that Layer- 
thorp-Postern was formerly defended by a port- 
cullis, the same as the bars ; but the writer, after 
close investigation, could not discover any remains 
pf the grooves in which the port-cullis must have 
C4 
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moved, bad there been any audi peculiarity coa^ 
neeted with tb» building. 

Id addition to the bars and postenu, there were 
at different distances in the walls, several small 
rooms or cells, and many towers^, a few of which 
remaiq. Some of them are nearly perfect, whilst 
others are now seen only in ruiw. The prin* 
clpal of these i« called 

TUB MULTANGULAR TOWER. 

Tbia tower is feeing the Itfanor-Shore,^ at « 
•V>rt distance fpom Booiham-Bar ; and wjth the 
wall adjointDg, is evidently of Jlooian arcbi- 
fectqre. It was thus described to the Royal 
Society, by Df. Lister* after the most minute 
examination ; 

•< Carefully viewing the antiquities of York, 
^he dwelling of at least two of the Roman em- 
perors, Severus and Constantius, I found a part 
of a waif yet standing, which is undoubtedly of 
that time* It is the south wall of the Mint- Yard, 
and {insists of a Multangular Tower, which did 
Jead to Pooftiam-Bar, and part of a wall, which 
ran the length of Coning- street, as be who shall 
attentively view it on both sides may discern^ 
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" The outside to the riv«r, U faced with a very 
small stuium gttadratum of ahout four inches 
thick, and laid in levels like our modern brick- 
work. The length of the stooea is not ob- 
Krred, but they are as they fell out, in hewing. 
From the foundation, twenty courses of these 
«Biall squared stones are laid, and orer them five 
courses of Roman Wick. These bricks are placed 
some length-ways, some end-ways ia the wall, 
snd were called latere* cHatoni; after these 6ve 
courses of brick, other twenty-two courses of 
small square stones, as before described, are laid, 
which raise the wall some feet higher, and 
then five more courses of the same Roman 
bricks ; beyond which the wall ia imperfect, and 
capped with modern building. In aU (bis height, 
there is not any casement or loophole, but one 
entire and uniform wall ; from which w^ nay 
infer that this wall was built some courses higher, 
ftfter the same order. The bricks were to be as 
tboroughs, or as it were so many new foundations, 
to that which was to be superstructed, and to 
bind the two sides together firmly ; for tite wall 
itself is only faced with small square stone, and 
the middle thereof fiUed with mortar and peb- 
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** These bricks are about seventeen inches long, 
of our measure, about eleven inches broad, and 
two and a half thick. This, having caused se- 
veral to be carefully measured, I give in round 
numbers, and do find tbem to agree very well 
with the Boman foot, which the learned antiquary. 
Graves, has left us, viz., of it's being about half 
an inch less than ours. They seem to have 
shrunk in the baking, more in the breadth than 
in the length, which is but reasonable, because of 
it's easier yielding that way ; and so, for the same 
reason, more in thickness ; for we suppose them 
to hare been designed in the mold of three 
Roman inches. This demonstrates PUny*s mea- 
sures to be true, where he says, genera laterum 
iria didoron, quo uthnur longum aesquipedct 
latum, pede ; and not those of Vitruvius, where 
they are extant ; the copy of Vitruvius, where it 
describes the Didoron and it's measures, being 
vitious. And indeed all I have yet seen with us 
in England, are of Pliny's measure, as at Lei- 
cester, in the Koman ruin there, called the J^ewa- 
waU, and at St. Albans, as I remember, as well 
as with us, at York. 

■ " I shall only add this remark, that proportion 
and uniformity, even in the minutest parts of 



oyGooglc 



MULTANGULAR TOWSB. 31 

buildiDg, are to be plainly obaerved, as tbis ruia 
of Boman workmansbip Bhevi. In our Gotbic 
buildiDgs, there ii a total n^lect of measure and 
proportion of the courses, as though that was not 
much material to the beauty of the whole ; 
whereas^ indeed, in nature's works, it is from the 
symmetry of the very grain whence arises much 
of the beauty." 

Dr. Langwith remarks that this manner of 
building with brick and stone was, originally, 
African; and as Sevents was an African by 
birth, it is highly probable that it was introduced 
here by that emperor. 

The description by Dr. Lister, is given In Drake's 
Eboracum, with the following additional observa- 
tions ; " 1 have to remark upon this very particular 
description of the Doctor's, that the stones of the 
wall are not of the grit-kind, but of the common 
free-stone ; there being no occasion to fear fire 
in an exterior part of a fortification. Next, that 
the building of the tower is tbe same on ttie 
iaside of it, as on the out, and has a communi- 
cation with Bootham-Bar, under the ea^um or 
rampart, that bides it that way. The foundation 
of this tower, is of a singular shape and strength, 
the angle it commandi; re<|[Uiring the latter in an 
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extraordiatry degree. And the form of it eomea 
the nearest a circle, that any rack building can 
ftdniit of. The wall that runs from it Bouth-casi> 
makes a streight line, and no doubt, anciently 
went along the eaat side of Conyng-street, aa far 
as the Fobs; the foundations of all the houie* 
in the line, discovering the marks of it. I saw a 
piece of it laid open in Lendal, about twenty or 
thirty yards below the Hint-Yard gates, which 
happened by an accident of digging a drain. 
But the cement, that composed this fragment, 
was so exceedingly hard, the workmen had much 
ado to lower it to their level— in their way, they 
threw up a small denarius or two, but they were 
obliterated. What this very high wall and par* 
ticular fortification, without any vallum, and on 
this side of the river, could serve for, I cannot 
conjecture." 

Hence we may easily conceive, how strongly 
Eboracum had once been fortified. The city 
flanked on the west and east, by two rivers, 
meeting in one point south-ward, was also pro- 
tected on the north, by an impenetrable forest ; 
and those natural bulwarks were aided by strong 
walls and towers, of which a fine specimen still 
remains in the mouldering ruins of the ^Bomnn 
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lower and vall already described ; and of which 
a vignette representation is given in the title-- 
page of tbe first volume, supporting the arms of 
the city. 

THE RED TOWER. 

This tower is so called, from having been built 
of bricks. It is situated not far from Walmgate- 
Bar, at the end of the walls, with which it evi- 
dently is connected ; the foundations are of the 
same stoue as the walls ; and the building adjoins 
the river Foss. The shape of this structure was ori- 
^nally square, and though now in ruins, it retains 
some of the loopholes, formed with stone, the same 
as those in the walls. The architecture is certainly 
Tery ancient ; but of what period, is uncertain ; 
Bome have imagined it to be Roman ; and if not 
of so early a date, it must have been erected soon 
after the departure of that people. The bricks are 
of different sorts, corresponding with the times 
when it was repaired ; but the oldest of them are 
longer, broader, and thinner than those of our day; 
and seem to consist of as much sand as clay. 

It commanded what is now called the Foss 
Island ; but which formerly was one continued 
sheet of water, to Lay erthorp- Postern ; as there 
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•re DO walls on that side the city. Indeed, it 1* 
clear that here was the grand bay of the Romans j 
the bason, or dock, of more than a mile in circum'- 
ference ; and though it is now a mere morass^ 
where weeds grow with luxuriance, yet we are 
informed, that the merchants of the city formerly 
lived along the banks of the Foss, and erected 
their warehouses upon them, even to Layerthorp- 
Bridge. The circumstance of broken planks 
of boats, iron rings, and anchors, having beea 
dug up hereabouts, confirms the opinion, that 
near this tower, Roman ships, galleys, end plea- 
sure boats, were once seen displaying all the 
hurry of mercantile importance, and all the 
splendour of ancient naval pride and dignity. 

There is a tradition that this tower, in mor« 
modern times, was used as a manufactory for 
brimstone ; and amongst the lower orders, it is 
now called, the brimstone house. It's latest oc- 
cupiers, with their imjilements of manufacture, 
no doubt, hastened it's dissolution ; and occasioned 
the miserable appearance which it has long pre- 
sented to the eye ; and which seems to have pre- 
vented Drake, and other historians, from morc- 
fuUy noticing this ancient structure. 
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LBNDAL TOWER. 

Lendal Tower is near the street called Lendal, 
and close by the river Ouse, on the opposite 
side to Northstreet- Postern, already described. 
When the fortifications of the city were com- 
plete, a chain passed across the river from each 
of these towers ; but, when they became neg- 
lected, this building was converted into a ware- 
house ; and, in 1682, the tower was repaired, 
and an engine was placed in it, for the purpose 
of supplying the citizens with water. We shall 
therefore have again to notice this erection. 
Under the distinct bead of " 7%e Water- 
Work$:' 

THE ROOMS OR CELLS. 
These small rooms or cells, are under the 
promenade of the walls, and were formerly used 
as store-houses for ammunition. One of them, 
in particular, was even occupied a few years ago, 
by the York Local Militia, for that purpose ; 
but generally speaking, they, like the rest of the 
bulwarks, are fast hastening to decay. 

The reader has now been presented with a 
description of the walls, bars, and posterns, which 
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formerly guarded, and might ^yet adorn the 
ancient city of York. If we may be allowed to 
judge of future events by the past, and, if we take 
into view the effects of the desolating hand of 
time, it will be natural to suppose, that a period 
will arrive, when the stranger may have to in- 
quire of the citizen of the once regal Eboracum : 
** Where stood the walh of your ancestors ?" 
Such a consideration increased the interest which 
the author of this work, attached to those venera- 
ble remains, and urged him to be minute in de- 
scribing their present condition. This duty per- 
formed, he now hastens to notice the various ob- 
jects within those walls, which seem to solicit 
public and general attention. 
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SliCTION n. 

Mistorical Description of the Cathedral — Lilt of tlu 
Archbishops — Present Religious Service — List and 
Xieacription of Monuments — Vestries, and their 
Curiosities, with the Chapter-tiouae, $c. 



± HE Cathedral Church of St. Peter, may b« 
considered the greatest ornament of this ancient 
city, and an honor to the nation in which it stands; 
being one of the largest and most magnificent 
structures of the kind in Europe. To compare 
it with St. Paul's, in London, would be to com* 
pare a beautiful edifice of the most elegant light- 
ness, with a massy style of architecture. The 
latter indeed^ is admirable of it's kind, and may 
excite no small attention ; but when the eye of g 
stranger surveys York minster, delicate symmetry 
combined with strength in full proportion to it's 
magnitude, produces an effect on the mind, which 
at once delights the feelings of the beholder, and 
excites his most ardent admiration. 

TOI.. XI. D 
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Without offering to the reader an account of 
the state or progress of religion in this country, 
during those dark ages of superstition which pre- 
ceded the arrival of the Romans, we shall, in this 
historical memoir of the cathedral, briefly ob- 
serve, that during the time of Constantine the 
Great, the Christian religion flourished with in- 
creasing vigour, beneath the mild government of 
hi» enlightened reign. 

Hence, before the departure of the Romans, 
many monuments of Christianity had arisen and 
adorned the island ; but, the Saxon invaders con- 
signed them to destruction ; and on their ruins, 
bigotry and idolatry erected a standard, witli bold 
and daring eff'rontery. 

In the year-626, however, Edwin, the Saxon 
king of Northumberland, whose residence was in 
this city, became a convert to the Christian faith, 
tinder the teaching of Faulinus, airiest sent 
from the court of Rome ; but the city had been 
reduced to so low a condition, as not to furnish a 
temple suitable for performing the ceremony of 
baptism. A small oratory of wood was therefore 
erected for the occasion, on the scite occupied 
by the present minster, and was dedicated to 
St. Peter. In this building, the king and his 
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two sons, Osfrid and Edfrid, wiih many of the 
nobility, were solemnly baptized^ on Elastep-dayj 
April 12tli, 62T. 

Paulinus was soon afterwards consecrated 
archbishop of York ; and, in this station, pos' 
sessed so much influence over that sovereign, M 
to induce him to lay the foundation of a magni- 
ficent stone building { which included the wooden 
oratory, in order that divine worship might be 
performed in it, until the new fabric should he 
completed. The building proceeded without in'^ 
terruption, till it wfts nearly ready for the roof; 
when that prince fell in battle, at Hatiield, near 
I)oncaster, and this prelate, in consequence, found 
himself obliged to leave England. The minster 
was, however, finished by Oswald j who soon after 
succeeded to tlte throne of Xorthumbria ; but 
scarcely bad this monarch completed the good. 
work, before he also was slain in battle, against 
Penda, the pa^an king of Mercia; and tbfl 
building, becoming a prey to this barbarous mo- 
narch, was almost demolished. 

The venerable Bede informs us that this edi' 

fice of stone, was a square structure, and wa4 

dedicated to St. Peter ; the feast of which dedi-* 

cation was lonj; held here annually, with great 

02 
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solemnity, on the first day of October, and the 
seven foUoffing days ; but, says Torre, ** The 
order for making this a do^le festival, was not 
issued till the year 1462." 

After the departure of Paulinus, the church 
remained a considerable time without a pastor. 
IVilfrid was then appointed archbishop, and was 
sent to the bishop of Paris for consecration. 
He, however, was absent so long, that the king 
of Northumberland placed Cedda, abbot of Les- 
tingham, in his station ; but the latter, after en- 
joying the see about three years, resigned it to 
IVilfrid. This prelate, may consequently be con- 
sidered as the third archbishop of York. 

In the ruinous condition before- mentioned, 
Wilfrid found the church in 669. He therefore, 
with the utmost vigour, repaired the walls, and re- 
newed the roof, which be covered with lead. In 
every other respect, he also rendered it fit for the 
celebration of divine worship. Thus it continued, 
with little alteration, for many years ; in the 
course of which, the noble library of archbishop 
Egbert, who had appointed the learned Alcnin " 
his librarian, was bestowed upon it, and no doubt, 
was then it's most valuable treasure. 
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Having had occasion to mention the name of 
Alcuin, often called Flaccus Albinua, a cele- 
brated character, who, by some, has beeit con- 
sidered a native of this city ; and who» it ii 
certain, was brought up and educated here ; we 
trust the introduction of the following extract 
from " Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons," 
will not be thought too great a digression ; 
particularly as it evinces the advanced state of 
literature in York, during the eighth century, of 
which we are now writing: 

" Alcuin, the literary friend and preceptor of 
Charlemagne, is entitled to the most honorable 
notice among the Saxon literati of the eighth 
century — He was born in Northumbria, and 
studied at York, under Egbert. He says of 
himself, that he was nourished and educated at 
York. 

" He was sent on an embassy from Ofla to 
that prince, and after this period, the emperor 
was so highly attached to him, that in 790, he went 
to France, and settled there. Here he composed 
many works on the sciences and arts, which were 
valued in that day, for the use end instruction of 
Charlemagne. These still exist, as do a number 
of letters from Alcuin to his royal pupil, with the 
D3 
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(tnstvers of the emperor, Mapy poems also 
appear ia bis works, addressed to this mooarch, 
on a variety of topics, under the name gf David, 
and written in the most affectionate language. 
He was indefatigable iu exciting this prince to 
the love and encquragement of learning, and in 
tbe collection of MSS, for it's dissemination. 
His efforts spread literature through France, and 
his reputation contributed much to establish it in 
£urope. After tbe enjoyment of imperial af- 
fection and confidence, to a degree which this 
science has never experienced in auy other in* 
stance, he retired to the abbey of St. Martin, 
pt Tours, where be died in 804. Two quotations 
from one of his letters to Charlemagne, will show 
the excellence of his heart and mind ; 

'* The employ me lite of your Alcuinus, in hb retreal, 
^re suited to liia liuinble splicre j but they are neither 
iqgtonoiis uor uiiprptitable. I spend my time in the balls 
pf St. Martin, in teacbinj? some of the n^ble youtlu under 
yiy care, tlie intrieacieij of grammar, and inspiriiig them 
^vith a taste lor the learning of the ancients ; in describing^ 
to others the order and revolutions of those sht^ing orbs, 
which adorn the azure vault of heaven ; and in expkining 
^o others tlie mysteries of dlvin« wisdum, wliich are con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures ; suiting my instructions to 
^be viev'a iind capacities of my seholars, that I inay trairi 
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up many to be ornaments to the charch of God, and to 
the court of your imperial majesty. In doing this, I find 
a great want of several tilings, particularly of those ex- 
cellent books in all arts and sciences, which I enjoyed in 
my native cotintri), through the expense and care of my 
great master Egbert. May it therefore please your ma- 
jesty, animated with the most ardent love of learning, to 
permit me to send some of our young gentlemen into 
England, to procure for us those books whtoli ne want, 
and transplant tlie flowers of Britain into France, that 
their fragrance may no longer be confined to I'orit, bat 
may perfume tlie palaces of Tours." 

" 1 need not put your majesty in mind, how earnestly 
we are exhorted, in the Holy Scriptures, to the pursuit 
of wisdom ; than which nothing is more conduciye to a 
pleasant, happy, and honorable life ; nothing a greats 
preservative front vice ; notliing more becoming or more 
necessary, to those especially who have the administration 
of publtv affairs, and the gOTemmentof empires. Learn- 
ing and wisdom exalt the low, and gWe additional lusb'e 
10 the honours of the great. By wisdom kings reign, 
and princes decree justice. Cease not then, O most 
gracious king ! to press (he young nobility of your court 
to the eager pursuit of wisdom and learning in their 
youth, that ttiey may attain lo an honourable old age, and 
a blessed immortality. For my own part, I will never 
cease, according to my abilities, to sow the seeds of 
leitrning in the minds of your subjicts in these parti; 
D4 
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piindful of the saying of the wisest man — ' In the morn^ 
^g sow thy seed, »nd in the evening wUhliold not 
tliin« hand ; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
f«ither this or that.' To do this, hath been the most der 
Jightful employment of my whole life. In my youthfij 
years, 1 sowed the seeds qf learning in the flourishing 
seminaries of |ny native soil of Britain, and in n^y old age 
I am doing the same jn France ; praying to God that 
they ipay spring up apd fiourish in both countries. I 
know ^sp, O prince beloved pf God, and praised by all 
good men ! that you exert all your ififtuence in promoting 
the interests of learning and religion ; moje poble in yoi^r 
actions th^ in your royal birth. May t))e Lord Jesus 
Christ preserve and prosper you in all your great designs, 
: n(* at .e gth bnng you to the enjoyment of celestitfl 

ft How few princes,'* it is added, " enjoy the 
happiness of such a correspondence ; or have the 
wisdom and virtue to encourage it !" 

Alcuiq appears to have received his first rudi- 
ments of learning under yener^ble Bede, and to 
have completed his education under Egbert, 
prchbtshop of York, nior^ than oq^ thousand 
yeaTs ago. Hf is said, by Bale, to have written 
^bove thirty pious and learned books, among 
which was an historical account of the arch- 
bishops pf York, down to his patron Egbert ; i^^ 
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latin verae, since published by the learned an- 
tiquary dean Gale. His works were printed to- 
gether, at Paris, in 1617, in one volume folio. 

Alcuin was certainly the most extraordinary in- 
stance of learning and piety^ of any who flourished 
in so early an age ; nay, we may safely add, that 
be is surpassed by few, even in our enlightened 
day ; he therefore deserves peculiar notice in tlie 
History of York, and his memory must ever be 
respected by the lovers of literary superiority 
and moral excellence, particularly by those of 
the city of his early years. 

After the digression respecting this learned 
author, we return to the history of our cathedral. 
Of this, but little mention is made from the time 
when Egbert's library was bestowed upon it, 
to 741, in which year we find it suiTered much by 
fire. Archbishop Albert, a learned native, who 
was promoted to the see in 707, took it entirely 
down, in conseijueiice of the damage occasioned 
by the fire. He, assisted by Eanbald who suc- 
ceeded him, and the learned Aleuin, of whom 
we have spoken, also rebuilt it in the most sump- 
tuous and magnificent Saxon style. 

That those men were well skilled in archi- 
lecturcj will npt appear surprising, when we 
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rcHcct that it was customary for the religious 
in those daya, to build their own abbeys and ca- 
thedrals. Such, however, is the uncertainty of 
liuuian events, that Albert was not permitted to 
enjoy the building he bad erected ; for, on the 
cigtith of November, 780, being but ten days 
after it's consecration, he departed this life. 

The noble library which Egbert had founded, 
was greatly augmented by Albert; with the 
addition of a valuable collection of books, which 
•he had procured on bis travels abroad, in bis 
younger days. 

From this period, history is silent respecting 
our cathedral, till the year 1069, when the North- 
umbrians, aided by the Danes, attempted to 
overthrow the power of the Norman conqueror, 
and besieged York. The garrison set fire to 
-several houses in the suburbs, and a brisk wind 
blowing towards the city, extended the flames 
even to the cathedral, which, with it's valuable 
library, was burnt to the ground. 

The church being in this situation, the con- 
queror seized it's revenues, and expelled the 
canons from their stalls. He however, soon 
■afterward made Thomas, a canon of Bayeux, in 
->'ovmandy> who was his chaplain and treasurer^^ 
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archbishop of this province; and to him restored 
the revenues, &c., in the year 1070. I'his pre- 
late rebuilt the church with increased splendour 
and magniticence, recalled the banished eccle- 
siastics, and placed it in a condition superior to 
that of any former period. 

Thus it remained till the month of Jiine* 1137, 
when it again fell a sacrifice to a dreadful fire, 
as mentioned at page 71, in the first volume of 
this work. The sacred edifice laid in ruins till 
the year 1171, when archbishc^ Roger, b^an to 
rebuild the choir, and b^>pily lived to com- 
plete it. 

Walter de Grey, succeeded Roger, and in the 
year 1237, the reign of Henry the third, he added 
the south part of the cross aisle or transept; and 
an indulgence was that year granted by the 
archbishop, of forty days relaxation to those be- 
nefactors wlio should contribute liberally towards 
this erection. It is certainly a beautiful specimen 
of the style of architecture in those days, when 
the heavy pillar gave place to a cluster of light 
and elegant columns, adorned with luxuriant 
foliage — the windows also are made high, narrow, 
and pointed, and the roof is decorated with 
beautiful tracery. 
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In 1 260, John le Romain, father of the arch- 
lushop of that name, and then treasurer of the 
church, erected the north part of the transept, 
and raised a steeple in the middle. His son, 
the archbishop, in 1291, personally laid the 
foundation of the nave, from the west end, 
eastward, in the presence of the dean, pre- 
centor, and canons, arrayed in their richest 
copes, &c. The materials for building the nave, 
were contributed by Robert de Varasour, who 
granted the use of his quarry near Tadcaster, 
both for building and repairing the minster; and 
the wood for the roofing, was also given by 
Robert de Percy, lord of Boulton, from hia wood 
there. The memory of each is preserved by 
statues, erected at the eastern and western ends of 
the building; at the latter of which. Vavasour 
is represented by a statue holding a rude block 
of stone, and Percy, by one liolding a piece of 
timber. Above them, is the figure of the founder 
of the nave, seated ou his throne ; with the re- 
presentation of a cathedral supported on one of 
bis hands*. 

* Those statues, and other figures at the west end, , 
being much dj^fuced by the lapse of time, were taken 
Aovia in 1813, and others exactly resembling the originals. 
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In 1320, Wniiam de Melton carried forward 
the building commenced by bis predecessor, and 
in 1330, completed the west end, together with 
it's two steeples, as they appear at the present 
day ; and rebuilt the middle one. In this work, 
he is said to have expended seven hundred pounds 
of his own money ; and we ' may be certain he 
also received large contributions from the nobility 
and other religious devotees, for he followed tha 
example of archbishop Walter de Grey, as we 
find by the following document now on record. 
It is given as a curious proof of the blind credulity, 
which, at that period, enveloped the inhabitants 
of this city: 

" Kal. Feb. Anno 1320. 

** William de Melton, archbiriiop, granted an 
indulgence of forty days relaxation to all such 
well-disposed people, as pleased to extend their 
charitable contributions towards the building of 
the late prostrate fabrick ; whereby he might be 
the better enabled to finish so noble a structure, 
then newly begun.'* 

were placed in their situations. The woricmanship of 
them is very fine, and reflects much credit on Mr. Shou^ 
nlio directs and superintends the ornamental department 
«f the stone work at tlie cathedral. 
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On ihfi first of Mareh, 1352, more tlian thirtj' 
Jcars after the preceding record, a brief also 
was issued, by the authority of John Thoresby, 
who that year succeeded to the see of Tork. 
It was directed " To all abbotfi» barons, col' 
leges, archdeacons, officials, rural deans, par-* 
sons, vicars, &c., within the city, diocese, and 
province of York ; requiring and exhorting them, 
in the name of the Lord, to ask and demand the 
alms and charitable benevolence of the people^ 
and to cause the same to be duly collected, (at 
the use and consummation of so noble a piece of 
ttone work, and so sumptuous a structure." 

Letters mandatory, says Torre, were likewise 
issued from the Chapter of York, directed to all 
rectors, vicars, and parochial chaplains, within the 
respective prebends, dignities, and the community 
of the chdrch, enjoining them, by virtue of their 
canonical obedience, and under pain of the 
greater exconimunieation, to sufler their col- 
lectors, in their parishes and ehapelries, to ask 
and gather the charitable alms of the people, for 
the use of the fabrick of this church. These 
letters were dated Festo S. Mich, anno \Z6S. 

A very considerable sum of money was raised 
by this means, and archbishop Thoresby was 



oyGooglc 



CATHEIlItAt» 61 

ihefehy enabled to take down and rebuild tlie 
cboir erected by Roger, which appeared un- 
suitable to the elegance and tnagnilicence of the 
nave. This prelate accordingly laid -the 6rst 
stone of the new choir in which divine service 
is now performed, on the nineteenth of July, 
I36I, the thirty-seventh year of Edward the 
third. The old hall and chambers of the arcb- 
biahop's mansion of Shirebum being ruinous, and 
not worthy preservation, they were taken down, 
and the stone and other materials employed on 
this occasion. The archbishop is also said to 
have expended sixteen hundred and seventy 
pounds, of his own money, in this important 
undertaking*. 

The great liberality of Thoresby, did not 
however surpass the generosity of the public ; 
for, by the aid of a few more indulgcnciea, im.' 
positions, and bulls, the donations continued to 

* Bishop Fleetwood infomis us, that the wages of 
workmen about this time, were threepence per day to n 
master mason, or carpenter, and three halfpence to tlieir 
*' Inaces" or servants — A pound of silver was tlien a 
pound weight, equal to more than three pounds of the 
present money. We may thus be enabled to judge of 
the importance of the sum expended by the archbishop. 
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increase, till the archbishop fonnO himself enabled 
not onljT (o rebuild the tower^ but also to improve 
the lantern steeple erected by John le Bomain, 
which was now likewise thought inferior to the 
rest of the edifice. 

About this time, Walter Skirlaw, prebendary 
of Fenton, archdeacon of the east-riding, and 
afterwards bishop of Litchfield and Durham, 
gave a very handsome donation for the purpose. 
The old steeple was accordingly taken down, ia 
1370, and the erection of the present tower was 
begun ; but seven or eight years elapsed before it 
was finally completed. 

When the choir was finished is not known { 
but the arms of Scrope, (now generally written 
Scroope) and Bowet, the latter of whom entered 
upon the see in 1406, appearing on the stone 
Work and in the windows, render it highly pro- 
bable it was not completed as at present, till 
that year. 

Thus rose. In the long period of more than two 
centuries, this grand specimen of the progressive 
imprbvement of Norman architecture; the ex- 
tensive design and exquisite workmanship of 
which have, through many ages^ commanded 
BBiversal admiration — admiration, that doubtless 
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will iticrefise with succeeding ages, so long as the 
productions of superior genius stand approved 
by men ; or the perception of noble ohjects can 
interest and expand the inind« 

Before we enter upon a particular description 
of the present state of the building, we shall give 
a list of the archbishops of this province ; as some 
of them will have to be mentioned when enu- 
merating the monuments within this spacious 
and elegant ediHce. 

It appears that soon after the introduction of 
Christianity, there were bishops in England ; but^ 
as might be expected, they lived in obscurity, 
and were objects of persecution during the reigns 
of the Pagan emperors. When Constantiue had 
embraced the religion of Christ, the peace of the 
church was for a time secilred ; and we are in- 
formed by historians, that the bishops of York 
aud London, with a third, supposed to have been 
from Wales, attended the council of Aries, in the 
year 347. But the reader will recollect that the 
Bomans were succeeded by the Saxons ; who, by 
interposingthcdarknessof idolatry, again impeded 
the progress of the light of religion and of lite- 
rature. We have however stated, that Edwin 
' king of Northumbrian was converted in 626 ; and 

TOI.. II. £ 
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that Paulinus, who was the means of bis con- 
Tersion, was the first archbishop of York after 
that period ; with this prelate, therefore, the list 
is commenced, and the dat« when each entered 
apoD the see, is annexed to the respective names. 

ARCHBISHOPS OP YORK. 

No. NAMES. Dale. 

1. Paulinus 625 

The Apastle of the NorUiumbnans. 

2. Cedda 664 

Previously Abbot of Lestinghom. 

3. Wilfrid 669 

Of an obscure iamily, but posaessing great genius. He fonnded 
the moiustery of RijMn, and was buried there. 

4. Boia 677 

The lirst archbishop who was interred in the cathedral. 

5. St. John of Beverley 692 

Betired to Beverley; died, and was buried there; 

6. Wilfrid the second 718 

7. Egbert 73t 

Brother to Eadbert, king of Northumberland, and the friend of 

Alcuin, and of literature. 

8. Albert 767 

9. Eanbald 780 

iO. Eanbald tbe second .; 797 

II. Wulsius 812 

13 Wimundus 841 
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No. NAMES. llau. 

13. Wilferus 854 

llie l>anish invasion occurring during the time of Wilferus, htf 
fled into Mercia, but *m recalled the folloi^ing yeati 

14. Ethelbald , 900 

15. Redwardus 921 

16. Wulstan 930 

This prelate espoased the cause of Anlaflf, the Danish king of 
Northumbria, ag^st Edred, the king of England—He was 
committed to prison by the latter, but was soon released and 
restored to office. 

17. Oskitell 955 

18. Athelwold 971 

Resigned his prelacy the first year, and lived and died in 

retirement 

19. Oswald 971 

He had previously been a monk in the monastery of Floiisc^ 
iti France. 

20. Adulf 992 

A pioUs and worthy prelate. 

21. Wulstan the second 1002 

22. Alfric Puttock 1023 

23. Kinsius 1050 

A man of great austerity, mostly Walking barefoot in hid 
visitatiiins. 

24. Aldred 1060 

Aldred is said to have made his Way by bnbes, and was thfl 
last archbishop of the Saxon tace. 

25. Thomas 1070 

This prelate was a Norman; be died at Ripon, and was buiied 
in our cathedraL 

G2 
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No. NAMES. Date. 

26. Gerard 1100 

He, u well as his predecessor, reftised obedience to Canterbury, 
bat at length submitted, by conunand of the Pope. 

27. Thomas the second 1 109 

28. Thurstan 1114 

Never submitted to Canterbury, and in his old age retired to a 
monastery at Pontefract, where he died. 

29. Henry Murdac 1140 

This prelate was interred in the cathedral, though during his 
Ufe, he never was permitted to enter the city, having quar- 
relled with king Stephen, whose part the canons and citizens 
warmly espoused. He lived and died at Beverley, 

30. St. William 1153 

A man of great piety, canonized one hundred and twenty-five 
years after his death, and his bones were then removed to Hm 
nave of the cathedral. 

31. Roger 1154 

Supposed to have been concerned in the murder of Thomas-a- 
Becket ; but he, by oath, denied the imputation. 

82. Geoffry Plantagenet 1190 

Natural son of Henry the second, by fair Rosamond. — He died 
in exile, at Grosmont, in Normandy. 

33. Walter de Grey 1216 

He paid the Pope ten thousand pounds for his pall j and also 
purchased the manor of Thorp, now called Bishopthorpe, fyt 
the archbishops of York. 

34. Sftwal..... 1256 

He was excommunicated, for opposition respecting the prefer- 
ment to ecclesiastical dignities ; but received absolution when 
(m his deatb-bed. 

35. Godfrey de Ludham .... 1258 

He appropriated Mexborougli to his church ; and it has been 
■ince that period annexed to the deanery of York. 



oyGooglc 



ARCHBISHOPS. S7 

IVa. NAMES. DaU. 

36. Walter Giffard 126& 

87. William Wickwane 1279 

38. John le Romaine 1286 

39. Henry de Newark I29S 

40. Thomas Corbridge 1299 

41. William de Grenfield .... 1306 

This prekte was obliged to travel to Eome, for the papal ap- 
probation, and to wait two yeara before he could obtain it. 

42. William de Melton 1315 

A pious and active prelata 

43. William de la Zouch .... 1340 
Famous for hia courage at the battle of Neville's Cross, neai 

Durham. 

44. John Thoresby 1352 

Of an andent family at Thoresby, near Middleham. In his 
time, the archbishop of York was made, by the Pope, primate 
d* England ; and the archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all 
England— to prevent the disputes vidch had previously ex« 
iated between the two. 

45. Alexander Neville 1374 

A favourite of Ridiard the second— but he was obliged to flee 
from his country, and died an exile, at Louvain, in great 
poverty. 

46. Thomas Arundel 1388 

He was also lord high Chancellor of England. 

47. Robert Waldby 1396 

A native of York, and a friar in the monastery of St. Augustine, 
in thia dty. He was a great proficient in all kinds of literature. 

48. Richard Scroope 1398 

Setrayed, and beheaded for Rebellion.— See p, 1 07, of the 1st voL 

£3 
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Ko. NAMES. Date. 

49, Henry Bowet , 1407 

A. very liberal and hospiuble man, b)U not othprwiw 
remarkable. 

£0. Johp Kempe I42Q 

A nan of bumble parentage in Kent, He became lord higb 
Cham^or of Englaiid, and a ouxlinal of the see of Rome. 

£1. WiUiam Bothe 1452 

p2. George Neville 1464 

Tbia prelate wae brother to the famous earl of Warwick. He 
voB prosperous in his younger days ; but on the death of the 
earl, at the bat^ d Bamett, he was accused of treason, im* 
prisoned four years, and died of a broken heart, soon after his 
liberatitffi, 

SS. Lawrence Bothe 1476 

He ]>urphf>wd the manor of Batters^, in Surry, and settled it 
on the church of York. 

44. Thomas de Rotherbam 1480 
A native of Rotherham, made lord hi^ Chancellor, but was 
afterwards committed to prison. — He died at an advanced age, 
ft Cawood, q[ the plague, and on that accoimt, was interred in 
effigy, in the cathedral, 

^5. Thomas Savage IdOI 

More qf a courtier and a sportsman, than of an ecclesiasUc 

66. Christopher Bainbridge IdOS 
Was sent ambassador to the court of Rome, where he was made 
K cardinal ; but having s^ck at his steward, an Italian priest, 
the man, through revenge, poisoned his master. 

57. Thomas Wojsey 1514 

A celebrated unfortunate cardinal, well known in English Hia- 
fory. He was a most remarkable instance of the uncertainty pf 
human power, and is believed to have closed his own life, by 
nqispn, in the hour of adversity. The following remark whitt^ 
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he made a short time before Ids death, ia worthy of parUcular 
notice : " If I iad terord my Cod with half the zeal that 1 have 
Krvtd my king, he teould not, in my grey hairi, have thut/onaitn 
me." 

5S. Edward Lee 1531 

Waa seized by the insurgents, concerned in the Pilgrimage of 
Grace, and obliged to take an oath of fidelity to them ; but he 
was aftra'wards pardoned for this oSeoce. The refcvmation 
made great progress In bis time. 

$9, Robert Holgate 1544 

A monk friendly to the reformadon, and consequently patro- 
nized by Henry ; but, in the reign of Mary, his property was 
seized, and liimaelf cmnmitted to the tower. He died in ob« 
scurity at Hemsworth, near Pontefract. 

60. Nicholas Heath 15SS 

A learned Roman Catholic priest, to whose exertions the see of 
York is indebted for the recovery of a great part <tf if s present 
revenues. He was patronised by Mary, but wa« deprived of 
his dignities by Elisabeth ; who, however, respected his merit, 
and allowed him to retire to his estate at Cobtum, 

61. Thomas Young 1561 

A selfish character, who took down the great hall in the palace 
at York, for the sake of the lead that covered it. 

62. Edmund Grindal 1570 

63. Edwin Sandyg 1576 

64. John Piers 1588 

A teamed and virtuous prelate. He was never married. 

65. Matthew Hutton 1594 

He was a man c^ humble origin, but of great merit. 

66. Tobias Matthew 1606 

An extempore and eloquent preacher. 

67. George M.ootaign 1628 

The son of a poor farmer, who resided at Cawood. 

E4 
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No- NAMES. Date, 

68. Samuel Harsnet 1629 

69. Richard Neile 1631 

This prelate wa« a]M of hiunble origin, but of great merit, 

70. John Williams 1641 

After warmly supporting the king, he turned round, and com-, 
muidtng at the siege of Aberconway, reduced it to the obedience 
(f purhament 

71. Acceptus Frewen 1660 

After the see had remained vacant ten years, this person wan 
appointed. He hved in a state of celibacy, and wp»)ld pot even 
have a female servant. 

72. Richard Sterne 1664 

^e ^rrot^ a treatise on Logic, and was particularly worthy of 
his high station. 

T8. John Dolben , 1683 

He was a soldier in his young^' days, and served as an ensign at 
the battle of Marston-Moor, where be wa« dangerously wounded. 
by a musketrball, 

74. Thomas Lamplugh 1688 

A staunch supporter of the doctrines of the church of England, 
ond a liberal beiiefactpr to the cathedraL 

75. Johp Sharp 1691 

^ man of learning, eloquence, and of the most virtuous principles, 

76. Sir William Dawes 1713 

A man of exemplary conduct ' 

77. Lancelot 31aokt>vme .... 1724 

78. Thomas Herring 1742 

79. Matthew Huttou 174T 

gp, John Gilbert „ 1757 
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■N". NAMES. Date. 

81. Bobert Drummond 1761 

He was esteemed a great man, both in learning and virtu*. 

82. William Markham 1777 

This prelate was educated at Westminrter School, and aSter- 
wards removed to Christ Church, Oxford. About 17^0, he was 
^tpointed Head Master of Westminster School; lT9d> Pre- 
bendary of Durham; 1765, dean of Rochester; 1767, dean of 
Christ Church ; 1771, bishop of Chester, and was also chosen 
preceptortohisroyalhighnesBtheprinceof Wales; andin 1777. 
translated to the see of York. He died Nov. 3d, 1S07, aged &^, 
and was interred in Westminster Abbey. 

83. Hon. Edwd.Venables Vernon, L.L.D. 1808 

^^'ha is the present archbishop of York. His Grace was born 
in 1757, educated at Westminster School, and afterwards re- 
moved to Christ Church, Oxford. He is fellow of All-Souls' 
College, chapliun to the king, and prebendary of Gloucester. 
In 1785, he wag appointed canon of Christ Church; in 1791, 
bishop of Carlisle, and was translated to the see of York in 
1 808. We trust that in speaking deservedly of tb'" prelate, we 
shall not be charged with flattery ; for, in him, -we see endearing 
affability without unbecoming condescension. As a teacher, his 
precepts ^'e clear and forcible ; and they are established by 
ji practice highly consistent. 

Here, it may not be improper to remark, tbat 
the archbishop of York is primate and metro- 
politan of England, and consequently has the 
honor of crowning the queen, 

A description of the Minster, next claims our 
attention ; and the exterior of it, will property 
be first uotiwd. 



oyGooglc 



62 HISTORY OF YOKE. 

EXTERIOR OF THE MINSTER. 

The cathedral is too much enclosed with 
houaes, to present the south front of the huild- 
ing at one view ; several erections have, how- 
ever, lately been removed ; and we are glad to 
find, that it is intended to take down many more. 
Between the foot road or passage into the minster- 
yard, and the deanery, nearly opposite to the south 
transept, is the best situation for a general view 
of this elegant structure. 

Here the south entrance, now generally used, 
appears to advantage. The ascent fo the build- 
ing is by a handsome flight of stone steps, and' 
over the large door way, is fixed the clock, with 
windows on each side. Above them is a larger 
gothic window of painted glass, and over it a 
circular window of very fine masonry and richly 
variegated glass, in imitation of the marygold 
flower, sometimes called St. Catharine's Wheel, 
which adds much to the decoration of this part of 
the minster. The summit is crowned with neat 
and elegant turrets ; on the centre one of which 
is the figure oi ajiddler — that, however, is a sin- 
gular accompaniment for a place of worship, and 
does not tend to increase the dignified appearance 
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of the sacred edilicc. In this transept also, are seen 
a number of narrow and acutely pointed arches, 
trith slender pillars, crowned with plain or slightly 
ornamented capitals. The windows liere are 
much smaller than thoae in other parts of the 
building. 

After the reformation, one of the deans leased 
out the ground on each side of the steps, at this 
entrance, for building houses and shops. These 
vcre standing, in the manner represented in 
Hollar's Draught of this part of the minster, ia 
the Monasticon ; and remained, until dean Gale 
suffered the leases to expire, and cleansed this 
beautiful building from those monuments of his 
predecessor's avarice and folly. 

The lantern steeple, or great tower, may here 
be observed, and though much larger than the 
others, it perfectly corresponds with the magnitude 
of this part of the building. In 1666, a turret 
was erected on the top of this tower, to place 
lights in, as a beacon in case of invasion; a 
prayer bell was afterwards hung in it; and a 
large copper figure of a cock, the emblem of 
watchfulness, and of Peter's faitliless conduct 
towards his Lord and Master, was tixed on the 
top of the turret ; but they have all been 
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removed • ; and we are glad to hear there is at 
present an lutention of forming an ornamental 
erection in their place, in order to make this 
tower, in some degree, uniform with the others. 
Such an improvement seems to be all that is 
now requisite, to render it's appearance truly 
pleasing. 

Between the south transept and the western 
towers, are seen six tall pinnacles, intended 
originally for buttresses to the nave — Statues of 
Christ, the four evangelists, and archbishop St. 
William, appear in the niches. Between the east 
end and the south transept, a number of bold co- 
lumns rise, adorned with a variety of 6gures> ter- 
minating in richly ornamented pinnacles. The 
windows here are large, and adorned with most 
beautiful tracery. The superb light in the. small 
transept of the choir, and the screen work before 
the three farthest windows of the upper tier, are 
highly interesting. 

The exterior of the western end or principal 
front, may, however, be said to far excel those 



* The copper figure of tlie bird is now deposited in the 
cathedral, along with some painted glass, in a small room 
or closet, near die chapel where morning prayers are 
performed. 
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parts already described ; and with it's two towers 
or steeples, is truly admirable. Tbey are each 
one hundred and ninety-six feet in height, and 
diminish as tbey ascend by several contractions, 
which bare been originally cloistered for imagery ; 
but the stranger will observe with sorrow, by 
vacant niches, the depredations of former times. 
The top of each tower is adorned with eight pin- 
nacles ; and in the south tower is a peal of bells, 
unequalled by any in the kingdom. 

At this front, are three entrances, the centre 
one of which is by massy folding doors. Over the 
principal door-way, is the figure of William de 
Melton ; and on each side of the door, the figures 
of Vavasour and Percy already described. The 
expulsion of Adam and Eve from paradise, is por- 
trayed upon the arch, in fine tracery work j and 
various other parts of this front are adorned with 
elegant carving and curious figures; some of 
which, we lament to remark, have suflTered much 
from time, and other causes ; but the liberality 
and taste of the present archbishop, dean, and 
chapter, have greatly contributed to the reno- 
vation of those interesting ornaments, as men- 
tioned before. 
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Tbe eastern end presents a very florid st^le 
of architecture, adorned with elegantly rormed 
niches, and airy pinnacles. Over the large win- 
dow, hereafter describe^!, is seen a statue of 
archbishop Thoresby, the founder of the choir, 
mitred and robed, and sitting in his archipiscopal 
chair. His left band formerly supported tbe 
figure of a church, and bis right baud pointed 
towards tbe window ; but the statue is alto- 
gether much defaced by time. At the foot of 
the window, are also, representations of Christ 
and bis apostles, together with that of a king, 
supposed to be intended for Cdward the third. 
The centre head of the seventeen, is designed to 
represent that of our Saviour. The niches of the 
buttresses, likewise contain the statues of Robert 
de Vavasour and Robert de Percy. 

Near this place may be observed the Chapter- 
Honse ; with it's ponderous buttresses, curious 
vrindoiTS, and cupola roof ; the workmanship of 
which, though the time of it's being built is not 
known, seems to denote it's completion about the 
reign of the first Edward, when the nave also 
was erected. 

The north side of the cathedral is also worthy 
of attention ; particularly the north transept and 
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nave, which, with the others, contribute to the 
external beauty of this magnificent structure. 

To conclude, it's towers and pinnacles, though 
admirable by day, appear by moonlight, with such 
a degree of superior lightness and elegance^ as 
to excite the admiration of every beholder. 

INTERIOR OF THE MINSTER. 

Entering tliis stately edifice at the western or 
principal front, the eye is presented with a grand 
and imposing spectacle of the vast extent of the 
building — with it's truly majestic arches, and the 
other interior beauties of this admired fabric; 
but this not being the usual entrance for strangers, 
we shall commence our description at the south 
front, where the entrance is by a flight of steps, 
as already described ; and near which, the vergers 
are generally waiting to accompany strangers. 

The immediate effect here produced on the 
mind, is certainly far inferior to the one just no- 
ticed ; but every person must acknowledge that 
entering here is not without it's advantages. The 
opposite transept, the opening of the lantern 
tower, and the principal body of the minster, with 
it's beautiful columns and painted windows, 
bursting unexpectedly upon the eye, are all 
calculated to induce wonder and delin;ht. 
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The |Uirement of this church, formerly eon- 
sistcd chiefly of the grave-sfones of bishops and 
other ecclesiastics, aiul persons of rank ; uany of 
whom were represented upon them, in their pro- 
per habits, by Bgures of brass. Most of those 
figures were torn otT and carried away, either at 
the reformation, or in the great rebellion ; and 
the whole pavement was removed in the year 
1736; at which time, several curious ancient 
rings, &c. were discovered, of ruby and sapphire, 
set in gold — some of them are yet shown in the 
vestry. 

The present pavement, which is laid hollow, 
to prevent the effects of damp, immediately sup- 
plied the place of the former— the expense of 
it was defrayed out of a subscription of £2600^ 
raised for the purpose, amongst tbe nobility, 
clergy, and gentry, of the city and county of York, 
It is a kind of Mosaic work, drawn by Mr. Kent, 
under the direction.of lord Burlington — the mar- 
ble being supplied by sawing the old grave-stones; 
and the common stone being given for the pur- 
pose, by Sir Edward Gascoigne, of Parlingtoi>> 
from his qaarry at Huddlestone. In short, the 
whole is well adapted to the surrounding ele- 
gance.. 
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The cross aisle, which is the oldest part of the 
stnicture, may be considered as a most superb 
specimen of the architecture in use, the latter part 
of the reign of Henry III. The circular arch 
seen in tlie upper part, incloses others of a 
pointed form. Angular shaped pillars support 
the larger arches, and arc encompassed by slender 
columns, a little detached ; the rich leafy capitals 
of all the columns, uniting to form a foliated 
wreath round the head of the whole. 

The windows are narrow, long, and pointed; 
and those at the south end are ranged in three tiers^ 
The upfier window, formed of two concentric cir- 
cles of small arches, havingal ready been described; 
we pass to the second tier; the first window of 
which contains a representation of archbishop 
St. William. In the second window, which con- 
sists of two lights, are the figures of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, with their proper insignia beneath. 
An impious attempt had also been made, ac- 
cording to tradition, in the compartment formed 
by dividing the stone munnion, to represent the 
great Fountain of intelligence and of all existence. 
In the adjoining window, likewise appears St. 
Wilfred, third archbishop of York. 
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The iTindows irhich form the lowermost tier at 
this end, contain figures representing Abraham, 
Solomon, Moses, and Peter. They are beautiful 
specimens of the superior abilities of the late 
Mr. William Peckitt, an artist of this city ; who 
gave the 6gure of St. Peter to the minster, to- 
gether with the arms and crest of the cathedral, 
which were accordingly put up in 1768. The other 
three figures he left by will ; and they also were 
introduced into their present situation in 1796. 

The memory of this artist deserves some at- 
tention in the History of York ; and it perhaps 
cannot be introduced with more propriety, than 
when describing the productions of his ingenuity. 
He was born iu April, 1731, at Husthwaite, in the 
north-riding of Yorkshire ; and commenced the 
art of painting, and staining ©f glass, in the city 
of York, in 1751. As a self-tavght artist, no 
man ever excelled him, either in strength or 
brilliancy of all the colours. He was a profouiul 
chymist, as his admirable discoveries fully evince ; 
and he far surpassed the ancients in that de- 
lectable art, by tbe largeness of the pieces of 
glass on which he painted. Towards the close 
of his life, Mr. Peckitt published a small book, . 
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tinder the title of " The wonderful Love of God 
to Men, or Heaven opened on Earth ;" but, ai 
the writer has not seen the book alluded td; 
be cannot express him^lf fully a^ to it's merits*. 

in the corner on the left of the south entrance^ 
Is a small door, which leads, by 273 Winding stone 
Ateps, to the top of the lantern steeple. Th6 
i07th step lands on an open gallery, about twenty- 
ittx yards in length, which connects the main 
tower with one of the turrets; and from which, 
there are 166 steps to the summit. 

Very few persons visit the cathedral, without 
enjoying the extensive prospect which this emi- 
nence commands. The city below, with it's 

* The following brief account of Mr. Peckitt, was givea 
in the York Chronicle of the 15th of October, 1705, at the 
period of his death. " Yesterday died, that eminent 
artist Mr.' WiHiafn Peckitt, of this city, in the 65th year 
of his age ; who, by tlie niany iDgeniotis and noble designs 
whicli be has execute<l in the art of painting and staining 
of glass, in several rattiedrals, churches, and noblemens' 
seats, in this kin^om, has immortarized his name in the 
Kst of ingenious artists, who have done honour to this or 
any other country. He had the felicity of reviving this 
favourite art, which was almost «ntii-ely lost, with th^ 
merit of an kiveator ; for, he had no assistance whatever 
froin any other artist, in the many curious discoveries 
which he ha!s made. He was a kiml and alTectionattf 
husbund, a most tender parent, and a pious christian." 
F2 
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churclies and other public buildings, appears from 
hence almost too diniinutive for particular investi- 
gation; whilst the landscape far and wide, the 
distant towns, lofty hills, and lloiving rivers, pre- 
sent to the wondering eye a Held for observation, 
at once so grand and so extensive, that vision 
itself is soon satiated with the feast, and ad- 
miration lost in endless variety. 

Proceeding to the north transept, the same 
style of architecture will be observed, as in the 
south. The windows are here disposed in two 
tiers; the lowest of which consists of five noble 
lights, each about fifty feet high, and live in 
breadth. Those lights have sometimes been 
called lYieJice eisfers, from a tradition that five 
maiden sisters were at the expense of their 
erection. The rich stained glass represents em- 
broidery, or needle-work ; and there is a small 
border of plain glass round the edge. The 
Jewish tabernacles were formerly much admired 
for the same kind of embroidery, as is represented 
in those lights; and hence this window has been 
also termed Jewish. Slender columns are placed 
in front of these windows, in small clusters, 
which from their height and lightness, produce a 
very beautiful effect. 
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The baptismal font of the cathedral, staads in 
the western aisle. It does not display any cu- 
rious workmanship, and merely consists of dark 
shell marble, singularly variegated. 

To fake a general survey of the interior, the 
visiter should place himself under the central 
tower, or lantern steeple, which he will there 
observe, is supported on four massy pillars, 
each of which is formed by clusters of round 
columns, so placed, as to exhibit an elegant 
lightness. Hence, he may at once see the sta- 
tuary screen, the several painted windows, the 
lengthened aisles and lofty columns ; presenting 
to his view a rich and pleasing variety. The 
roof of this tower is adorned with tracery, and 
the beams are curiously knotted, the two 6gures 
of St. Peter and St. Paul being represented by 
the central knot^. 

By the following comparative table of the di- 
mensions of the several buildings mentioned in it, 
which has been selected from most respectable 

* The late Mr. Joseph Halfpenny, in his " Gothic 
OmamentH of York Cathedral," published at £8 Os., has 
beautifully delineated the various figures and remote 
tracery in this i^diijired and extensive building. 
F3 
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authprifies, the reader will be able to judge of 
tbe extent of the cathedral pf York^ in reference 
to that of other^: 

COMPARATIVE TABLE. 



Length from E. to W. .._ 

west door to ihedidT— ■ 

■; of the choit , 

^ — - of the apBfe behind (he dtar ... 
of the cross usles from N. to S. 

Bk' I'th of the body andude usles.... 
Hdj;ht of the vuildng of the aave_.,. 
Height of [he two westera towns, m 

The churches in Roman Catholic countries on 
the continent, at this very period, hare manj 
altars in each of them ; and it appears by a ca- 
talogue of the chantries within this cathedral, at 
tht'y H < re certified in the court of augmentations, 
anno 37th of Henry the eighth, that there then 
were forty altars subsisting within it's walls. 
Mr. Torre;, however, mentions more than sixty ; 
** besides foriy- six o6iV— perhaps some of their 
stipends had failed, prior to the dissolution. Most 
of those chantries were, placed in chapels in va- 
rious parts of the church, several of which ranged 
from the door of the chapter-house to the north 
aisle of the choir, and from the south aisle to tho 
clock. 
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The body of the nave from the western en- 
trance to tlie lantern tower, comprises eight equal 
arches ; the capitals of the pillars of which, pre- 
sent great variety of design, being all adorned 
with different foliage. . 

The principal part of the weight of the two 
western towers, is supported by the columns on 
which the two first arches rest. The same 
columns also support an arch that entirely crosses 
the whole middle aisle, and which has been 
termed the highest, lightest, and most extensive 
arch in the world. On different parts of the side 
arches, appear the arms of many principal bene- 
factors to the building. 

Over the arches in each side of the nave, runs 
a gallery, the several openings of which were, 
formerly, occupied by stone images of the tutelar 
saints and patrons of the several European na-> 
tions, most of which have long been destroyed, 
though the %ure of St. George and the Dragon, 
with some few more, yet remain. Above this 
curious gallery, is a range of small but elegantly- 
painted windows, adorned with various imagery 
and armorial bearings. The windows in the side 
aides are in excellent preservation ; and over the 
eptrances into those aisles, are curious figures in 
F4 
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basso relievo, representing ttie rural sports of the 
ancients. 

Tlie large window at the western .front roust 
not pass unnoticed. It certainly is inferior to the 
eastern window as to size, bu( it has been cor- 
rectly termed of unrivalled richness. Tlie tracery 
is ramified and beautiful. Figures of the first 
eight archbisliops are delineated in the lowermost 
compartments, as large as life ; and above them 
are represented eight saints of the church. The 
roof of the whole of the nave is of wood. As it 
underwent a complete repair in 1 796, by order of 
the dean and chapter, it is cpnsequeptly in ex- 
f:ellent condition, 

THE SERVICE CHOIR. 
This part of the church, is separated from the 
principal body of the m'nster by a thick wall, 
the front of which is adorned with very curious 
and florid sculpture, in stone, consisting of a 
series of our kings, from the conquest to Henry 
the sixth ; arranged ifi the following order : — 
William I.— William II.— Henry I.— Stephen- 
Henry I[. — Richard I. and John, on the north of 
the entrance ; also Henry III.— Edward I.-r-Edr 
ward IL^Edwara III.— Richard 11.— Henry IV. 
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— ^Heary V, and Henry VI. on the south of tlU) 
door. 

The statue of IJenry the sixths originally placed 
in this screen. Is recorded to have become, after 
his death, an object of adoration to such of the 
lower orders of society, as pitied the misfortunes 
of this pious but weak monarch. It therefore 
was ordered to be remored, in compliment to hii 
successor, f^ward the fourth ; and the niche ac- 
cordingly remained empty, till James the first 
arrived at York, in tbe yetu* 1602;' on which 
occasion, the dean and chapter ordered a statue 
of this king to be placed in the vacancy. Tbc 
latter, however, was removed to Bipon Minster, 
a few years ago, and a statue of Henry the sixth, 
most admirably executed by Mr. Michael Taylor, 
a sculptor of considerable merit, in York, was 
substituted; by wbich, and other judicious re-' 
pairs the screen has lately undergone, it has 
assumed much of it's original character and ap- 
pearance. 

The history of this screen is little known ; but, 
we may clearly determine from these circum- 
stances, that it's origin was prior to the reign of 
Edward the fourth. The placing of it in the 
minster at so early a period, is however, very un- 
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certain, and indeed very unlikely. An antiquary 
of considerable research, has made the following 
remark on tlie subject, with which the writer of 
this account cordially agrees : " I am inclined to 
believe the tradition, that the screen belonged to 
St. Mary's Abbey, at the Manor; that king 
James the first presented it to this church ; and, 
that in complaisance to him, the dean and chap- 
ter placed his statue in the cell, which before had 
been occupied by that of king Henry the sixth. 
What confirms me in this opinion is, that had it 
been made originally for the place where it now 
stands, it would have been in the centre ; whereas 
it is several inches more to the north ; neither 
does the screen appear to join to the pillars." 

The door in this screen formerly was of wood, 
till Mrs. Mary Wandesford gave the present 
handsome iron gates. For the sake of uniformity. 
Dean Finch also gave the other iron gales, leading 
into the side aisles. 

The organ is now placed over the entrance 
into the choir; and indeed this was it's original 
situation ; but king Charles the first, who had 
contributed one thousand pounds for the erection 
of an organ, and for other purposes, ordered it to 
be placed opposite to the bishop's throne, olTering 
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in a reesoii for the alteration, that w Iicn over the 
potrance to Ihechoir, it obstructed the prospect 
of the fine east window, from the body of the 
nave. In 1688, archbishop Lamplugh and the 
e«rl of Strafford contributed towards the expense 
pf the change, and finally succeeded in obtaining 
it's removal back to the original situation, nhich 
it now o^upies. The organ has been Jatejy en- 
larged, and has undergone a thorough repair ; by 
which, it's sweet tone has been rendered still 
more pleasing, as the solemn peals swell and 
retire among the lofty arches and lengthened 
aisles of this noble fabric. 

The ancient wood-work of the choir yet re- 
mains. It Is carved with pinnacles of different 
heights, and pedestals whereon, probably, once 
were images of wood, for greater decoration. 
Behind those, are galleries and regular pews; 
pnd, under the front of them, are the stalls for 
the canons, &c., beginning with the dean's stall 
OD the right, and the precentor's on the left; 
each stall being particularized by a written label 
over it. The cathedra» or throne for the arch- 
bishop, is situated at the end of the prebendal 
stalls, on the south side ; and the pulpit is placed 
opposite. On the left of the throne, the right 
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hon. the lord mayor and the alderinen of York 
have their seat ; and the judges of ^he assize sit 
f^ing tbem, near the pulpit. 

There is a small pillar of brass near the middle 
of the area, supported by four lions. On the top 
of the pillar is an eagle of the same metal, with 
wings expanded, standing upon a globe ; and 
supporting on it's back and wings, the service 
bible for the lessons. On the eagle, is the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

THO : CBACROFT, 8. T. P. 

AQUILAM HAKC EX £UE CONFLATAM 

IN USDM ET OBNATCH 

CATHEORALIS TEMPLI EBOR : 

DirO PETRO SACRI 

CONTDLIT 

MDCLXXXTI. 

About the centre, a reading desk is also fixed ; 
with the front of it towards the altar table. The 
roof of this part of the church, displays more 
elegant tracery than even that of the n«ve ; and 
whilst surveying it, the attention of the stranger 
will naturally be directed to a beautiful festoon 
work, attached to the capitals of the pillars. 
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The ascent from tlie nare, through the choir 
to the high altar, is by a flight of steps, com- 
prising fifteen in uumber. In 1726, a large 
wooden screen, which almost obscured the riew 
of the ea^ window from the service choir, 
was remoTcd. This old wooden screen was 
painted and richly gilt ; and at each end of it, 
was a door which opened into an apartment be- 
hind the altar, where the archbishops formerly 
enrobed themselves, preparatory to their orga- 
Dization ; and from which they proceeded to the 
high altar, to be invested with the pall. A 
music gallery, such as is customary in all Roman 
Catholic churches, for the celebration of high 
mass, had been erected on the top of this screen. 
When the gallery, vcooden screen, &c., were 
completely removed, which was done by order of 
dean Finch ; a stone screen, of excellent Gothic 
architecture, that had previously been hid, pre- 
sented itself to the sight. This screen, which yet 
remains, is about forty-nine feet long by twenty- 
eight high, consisting of eight arches, beautifully 
ornamented with tracery. Three parts of this 
handsome screen were, however, covered with 
tapestry; the middle piece of which represented 
Moses in the cradle of bulrushes, taken up by 
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{*liaraoh'8 daaghfer; on one side of which, this 
character appeared as striliing the rock in the 
wilderness; and on the other, was a similar de-' 
rise. This tapestry was, however, afterwards 
taken down, by order of dean Fountain ; and in 
lieu of it, the whole screen was glazed with plate 
glass, secured by bars of copper. By these im- 
provements, there is now, in the choir, a full pros- 
pect of the east window, which produces a very 
fine effect. 

The plate belonging to this cathedral is not 
tery considerable, having been reduced by the 
Tarious changes depicted in it's eventful history. 
Charles the first found it very deHeient, and pre- 
sented it with a quantity of communion plater;. 
archbishopSternecontributed 218 ounces — Archi- 
bald Dolben gavel 9d ounces; and lord Beaumont 
gave two silver candlesticks, weighing SS ounces. 
Those, tliough not the whole, constitute the 
principal part of the plate which this ehureb now 
possesses. 

Under the altar is a vault, commonly called 
**The Crypt f with entrances from the north 
and south aisles of the choir, by two iron-grated 
doors. It is an equilateral square of fourteen 
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yards; and U divided into four aisles, by nine 
short pillars of stone, with curious, rudely carved 
Saxon capitals to support the arched roof. On 
the west side of this vault, close to the wall, is a 
deep well, enclosed with stone, to the height of a 
yard above the floor ; and not far from it, nearer 
to the northern entrance, is an altar of stone, 
raised nearly a yard high; which is about two 
yards in length, and three-quarters of a yard 
broad. The top stone is hollow; and, in the 
cavity, is carved the figure of a man couching, 
with a rabbit, or some such animal, between his 
icnees. 

It has been imagined, that this vault is part 
of the old crypt, built by archbishop Roger; 
but, from the circumstance of the architecture 
being of a much more ancient style, than in any 
other part of the cathedral, it is very evident thai 
;»hilM exploring it, we survey part of the old 
minster, buUt by king Edwin, an^ which ha^ 
been left standing when archbishop Thoresby 
built the new choir over it. In this vault, were 
formerly several chantries ; one of which, Torrie 
informs us was called the chantry of the altar of 
St. Mary, in eryptiSf and tbat her mass was daily 
celebrated there ytiih note and organ. 
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PRESENT RELIGIOUS SERVICE. 

The first service performed in tlie minster, is 

Morning Psaycrs, daily at wven, in a small vestry, 
neatly fitted up nith pewB, &c., on the right of the south 
entrance ; in which also the eccleeiastical courts are held. 

Ten o'clock. Cathedral service daily ; pcrforined in 
(be choir. An anthem is always sung, unless there be a 
sermon or litany. On Sundays and Holy-Days, a ser- 
mon is preached. The communion is administered every 
Sunday. 

Afternoon. Cathedral service on Sundays at /our, 
in ivhich an anthem is performed throughout the year. 

Evening Prayers, on every week-day, at three in 
irinter, aad/out in summer, in which an anthem is per- 
formed. 

N. B. On Wednesdays and Fridays in Advent and 
MJent, and during the six days before Eatter, there is no 
ishoral service or singing, either morning or evening. 

For the convenience of Sunday evening service, 
the choir is illuminated from St. Luke's-Day till 
Candlemas, by seven large branches, besides a 
«mall wax candle to every two stalls. Three of 
the branches were the gift of Sir Arthur Ingram, 
in the year 1638, as appears from an inscrip- 
tion upon each. The sum of Jour pounds per 
annum wa« also settled on the church, by the 
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name gentleman, to supply it with candles. Balph 
Lowther, of Ackwortb, esquire, presented to the 
minster two of the other branches; but who 
were the donom of the remaining two, is un- 
, known. Two large tapers also are sometimes 
placed at the altar ; and, on particular holy days, 
the four principal dignitaries, have each a branch 
of seven candles placed before them, at their 
respective stalls. 

WINDOWS IN THE CHOIR. 

The windows here are richly variegated, and 
adorned with representationsof kings, escutcheons* 
arms, &c. Those of the small transepts are 
remarkably high and elegant, and are divided 
into one hundred and eight compartments, each 
of which is illustrative of some passage from the 
Holy Scriptures. ' 

The ** Bast Window" however, surpasses ail- 
that pen can de8cribe,or pencil portray; if we con- 
sider it in the whole, as to extent, ingenuity of de- 
sign, or richness of execution. It is nearly the full 
breadth and height of the middle choir, and the 
upper part of it exhibits a piece of admirable 
tracery; below which, are one hundred and 
seventeen compartjments, displaying such a va- 
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riety of aacred pepreseDtations, as perliapa may 
safely be termed an illustration of nearly the 
whole <^ Scripture history. The erection of this 
irindow conmenoed in 1 40i, Ity order of the dean 
and chapter, who contracted for it with John 
TJiornton, a glauer of Coventry. For his own 
work, he was to be paid the weekly sum of 
/ow a^Uings ; and the whole was to be com* 
pleted in less than three years. It's height is 
seventy-live feet, and the breadth thirty feet. 

To tlie sotfth of this magnificent window, is one 
MHitaining much beautiful ancient painted glass, 
presented to the dean and chapter, hy the end 
of Carlisle, in the year 1804, By surveying 
this window through Bowel's elegant Gothio 
chrine, theeffecit is much improved. The figures 
are as large as life, and represent the annuo' 
ciation, or t^ie meeting of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and ^li^belh the mother of John the 
Baptist. It isfiupposed to have been copied from 
a design of Sebastian del Piombo, the great fa- 
vorite of pope Clement the elghtfi ; and was 
brought from the church of St. ' Nicholas, in 
Boueu. The armorial bearings of the family of 
the noble donor, fiU up the compartments, and 
reader the whole truly interesting. 
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MONUMENTS, TOMRS, 

Sinscriptiona, 6fc. 

The observer mast now turn his attention from 
those splendid productions of human ingenuity, 
to wander amongst the tombs; and, to con- 
template ttie frailty of our lufure amidst the 
mouldering monuments of human greatness. — 
Here, the serious mind may indulge in all the 
reveries of reflection — here, the gay and thought* 
less must, for a time, possess a lucid interval of 
sober reason ; and Iiere, the candidate for this 
world's greatness and empty honors, may pause, 
on recollecting the following excellent, though 
humbling exclamation of the celebrated Doctor 
Young : 

" Wliat ! though we wade iu wealtli, or soar in fame ! 
" Earth's highest slution eods in : * Here he lies !' 
" And ' Dust to liu»t /' concludes b^r noblest song!'* 

The principal tombs and monuments in the 
cathedral, are placed in the vicinity of the elegant 
windows last described ; occupying the aisles on 
eacb side of the choir, and an open space called 
the lady's chapel, behind the alter screen. But 
there are some tombs and iiiscriptions id other 
G2 
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parts also of the cathedral^ which inust be noticed 
under this general head. 

The first monument that will attract the 
stranger's attention, on his entrance at the south 
front, is situated on the right band, in what ia 
termed the east aisle. It is the tomb of - 

ARCHBISHOP WALTER DB GREY, 
Wb'o founded this part of the cathedral ; and it is rendered 
retn^ukable by a beautiful canopy, adorned with heads 
and pinnaclei, and supported by ei^t slender piUars, 
under which is a full-Ien^ «ffigy of this prelate, with his 
croiser, &c. This tomb is surrounded by cast iron rail- 
ing, placed there at the expense of the late archbishop. 
Dr. Markham. The ornaments about it were all taken 
uther from the tomb itself, or from those parts of the 
building erected by the Yenemble subject of the monu- 
ment 

II. ABCHBIBHOP GODFREY DE LVTtUKM fOltaS KIMETON. 
Not far distant, is also placed a monumental table, 
supposed to have been erected to the memory of this pre- 
Jate. It is ornamented with a flowery cross, and supported 
by twelve short pillars.. He died in 1264. 

III. ARCHBIBHOP 6BENF1ELD. 

In the eastern aisle of the north transept, is this tomb, 

or shrine, ht^ly enriched with tracery and pinnacles, and 

supported by buttresses ; the yibole presenting; to the 
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minate olsenrer, a fine specimen of the style vbiob pre- 
vailed in the reign of Ueory fte sixth. 

IT. ELIZABETH BTME8. 
On a pillar in the south cross udle of the naTe, is a 
copper-plate, mih the effigy of a woman, having in her 
hand a book. Below are these sentences : 

" I bsTc dMMtn the war of tbj trath; ""^ thj JndgmrsM bne I laid IxtinA 
OK. Tb7 ittnitca bare been ID]: wcg» in the home of niy pflgrimagt." 

Underneath ftie is the following inseriptiiHi : 
■■ Hoe ijtth the bod; of EBubMfa Bjms, widow, hte wife cf IVtDn Et°>**> 
oquin, deceased ; one of tbe gentlerraDen of Queen Elizabeth ha FnTy 
Chamber, tad daitf^td of Sir Ediraid NeriB, knif^t, one of (he Pmj ChunbeT 
tokiiigHauy thed^nh; vbo departed thk lUe to the loeicy rf God, the thM 
daj of Fdni)ii7, aiino dent UBS." 

V. JAMES COTREI., ESQ. 

Not far from the last tomb, on a brass plate, is a latin 
inscription to hia memory. He came from Dublin, re- 
sided in York, and died 27th t^Augiist, 1565. 

TI. JOHN HAXBY. 

In the western usie is a flat tomb of black marble, sup- 
ported by an iron trellis, aboitt two feet and a half high, 
to the memory of Jobu Raxby, treasurer of this diurch ; 
who died the Slst of January, 1424. Within ttie trellis, 
is laid a iuU-Iength effigy ; and payments of money, &c., 
are, even to this day, sometimes made npon the tomb of 
&fs treasurer. 

G3 
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Til. AKCIimSHOP ROGER. 
la the nvrtb able of t^e nave, is a Gothic lomb, sup- 
posed to inclose the remains of tliis prelate, who lived in 
the reign of Henry the first. The pedestal is about tvTO 
feet from the floor, it is adorned with mouldings and 
tracery ; and over it is an arch, ornamented with beau- 
tiful foliage, &c. 

These are all the monumenta, or inscriptiouH, 
now remaining in the body of the ehurcb, though 
there were formerly many more; but as they 
ha\-c been removed in the lapse of time, they 
have ceased to interest the inquirer, ortodeserve 
particular enumeration. To the monuments in 
(he aisles of the choir, we therefore now turn; 
and, as a full description of the whole would be 
uninteresting; to some readers, the author will 
only dweU upon each, according to it's importance 
and general interest. 

It has already been remarked, that there are 
outer iron gates to those aisles; and it may here 
be requisite to observe there are also inner gates, 
to preserve the monuments from the injury they 
might sustain, by tlie ignorant intrusion of the 
thoughtless, or from the oBlciousness of the mi>- 
chievous. 
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Till. JANE HODSOir. 

Entering the south aisle, near the second ^tea, OU the 
right haDfl, against the wall, is a small compartment, with 
two CoriDthian columns, and a pl^a entablatitre, with a 
pediment, upoa which ure two weeping boyi, coats of 
arms, and an urn ; with a long latin inscription, to the 
memory of Jane Hodson, wife of Phineas Hodion, pro- 
fessor of Theology, and Chancellor of this church, who 
died in September, 1636, aged 38 yean and 8 months. 
IX. SIR WILLIAM GBB. 

The next is a very antique architectural monument, to 
the memory of Sir William Gee, of Biihop-Burton, in 
this county, knight, one of the Privy Council, and Se- 
cretary to James the first. It was erected by Mary Oee, 
his widow. Upon the pedestal part are six small figures, 
in a supplicating posture, and above, are three larger 
tigures kneeling in three arches, decorated with bells, 
books, coats of arms, cherubim, &c. It is inscribed: 

On one side is a latin inscription, which has thus been 
translated : 

" What ne«d of teuB, or maoiuncntel piuK. 
filat Slude ! Iby actinu M ibj aanc to niw t 
To aouli like thine, Ocsth riih > mule *ppeui. 
And fait grim form u angd'i lemblaiict wcuf. 
Wlut JDjF were ours, had time but ^u*d hii >^e, 
O bri^t eiMnple fbt the futnie nge t 
Aeanded virtue God-Vke wirmih inqrim, 
llw pioiu duldieo annlMe thor aitt. 
Behthld thia iCoiie 1 With heavenlj' udoi mov'd, 
Act Uke it'« awaa ; wid like him be kn'd." 

G4 
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On rt< ether tide, art tig mart Mnet, Irmndated ttW> 
"Ali,«hrdiiiT«nib? uee ftmi my •cmoiritig bent; 
Hi> dnr RcaMmbnnce nem ihnll dcputt 
Tm bew, n'D here, hk actioni let mc teD ; 
And on bn pnlic witb moumftil Rndncn dwelL 




udicdeai 
If viadom, wnldi, htmmu, at hvutty, 
Cbtx6tj, zol, fidlh, hope, at tbtdtj-^ 

Pun i^ety, idl^oD'a rercKiid n/e j 
Finn Aiendi, bir iMiiB~«fB virtnmis witb 
A quiet pwacien w , acoiitamd lift. 
TheCUtgft'paijtn, n the poor mu't wait, 
CMU biTe lent length to oun't determined f ci% 
Bnie n the EUe nhldi &• our firalt ve fear. 
Proud Death had ne'ei (dnneed hii tMpb; h«e 1 
In it b«b^ tbj docpi tby toinb provide, 
^r Willuan G«c b«d d thew jdesa, fct £ed." 

After this, follows a long iDscription, detail- 
ing tbe virtues of the deceased, his name, &c., 
as mentioned at the commencement of this de- 
scription. 

X. ENSION HENRT WITHAM. 

AdjoiniDg the last, is a small white tablet, on a black 

marble ground, against the wall, ornaoKBted v'th an 

\ffO, drapery, &c. ; containing a stort iascriptioD, to the 
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nemory of EniigD Henry Wilhntn, an offieer in th» 
CniTM) Legion, who wis Mcidentalljr drowned in th* 
rirer Ouse, whilst stationed on duty at York, in 1809. 
He was but 20 years of age, and his brother officers 
erected this tablet, as a mark of respect, to his memory. 

XI. ARCHBISHOP RDTTON's 
Tomb, near the preceding, is an antique architectural mo< 
nnment, with a wbole-lengtb figure extended upon the 
pedestal part, and three figures kneeling below, in three 
arches. This tomb is decorated on the top with coats of 
arms, &c. Tbe inscription states that he died Jan. 16, 
jeeS, and thAt his wife died on the 5th of May, 1583. 

XII. KICHOLAS wanton's 
Monument succeeds. It is a very antique piece of archi- 
tecture ; with a figure, in the attitude of prayer. Tbe 
inscription represents him to have been the youngest son 
and heir of Thomas Wanton, of London, esquire, and 
to have died March 2, 1617. His brother William is also 
interred near the same place. A latin poetic efitision upon 
die tomb, has dius been read in English : 

" Whoenr Kci me uid m; brathct, 
Lfiiig here besiAe each olha, 
l.et him dunk that noughl cm nre 
Hu fiitsda or tnm, from the grave." 

XIII, ARCHBISHOP LAMPLQGh's 
Monument is a modem one, inclosed within iron palisades. 
On the pedestal, is a mitred figure erect, and revealed 
palaaters, a cove cornice, with two weeping boys thereon. 
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knd liiB ooat of arms ; a semi-oiroatar pediment, irHh ao 
nni at the top, &c. Below is a latin inscription, ex- 
pressive of bis dignities, virtues, and connexions. He 
died May 5, 1691, in the 76th year of his age. 
Xir. THOMAS I.AHFLDOII, M. A. 

Nearly adjoining, is a white marble moHument, to the 
memory of Thomas Lamplugb, M. A., rector of Bolton- 
Piercy, and canon-residentiary of this church, lie waa 
grandson of the arcbbi8h<^, and died July 91, 1747, 
aged 00. 

Sy. ARCHBISHOP DOLBEN. 

Against the opposite waU is a marble moDoment, pro- 
tected with iron palisades. A mitred figure is reclining 
upon the pedeBial ; ahove nliich is a groupe of cherubs, a 
low cornice, coat of arms, and an urn, supported by 
pilasters with ftstoons. The inscrijition below states, 
that he died of the smallpox, in 1686, in the 62nd year 
of his age. 

STl. LADT MART HORE. 

Returning to the south nail, the stranger will observe, 
a beautiful marble slab, on which is represented a Sar- 
cophagus, with urns above, and an inscription below, to 
the memory of the Right Honorable Lady Mary Hore, 
who died at York, on her way to Scarborough, in the 
year 179R, aged 22. 

XTII. REVi GEORGE WILLIAM AMDERSOn's, 
Is a compartment, consisting of an oval inscription 
table, with a serpent twisted round — an emblem of eter- 
nity; above which are festoons of drapery. The whole ia' 
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placed on a f^round of dove marble, with an inscription to 
his memor;. He died April lOtb, 1785, in the 35th yeu 
of his age. 

XTIII. MR. FRANCIS VROFT^S, 
Is a. large taUe of variegated marble, against the wall ; 
on which is represented a Sarcophagus in white marble; 
and above it, the family arms, with an inscription to the 
memory of Mr. Francis Croft, of thk city, who died 
in 1807, aged SI. 

XIX. DR. BDROH. 
An appropriate and classically elegant monument of 
beautifiil white marble, by Westmacot, is erected to the 
memory of this celebrated cbaracler. The monument 
exhibits a full-length emblematical figure of Religion, 
snstainiog with her right Itand, a cross, and having her 
left placed on a bool^, entitled, " On the Bolg Trinitg*." 
Adjoining Is an altar, with the name of " Bursh," on the 
upper part, and in the centre, a glory, diverging from tlie 
letters J. H. S. On the base or pedestal of the monu- 
ment is inscribed : 

" OUOLIELUO BODOH, AHUO NAT. StBERN. 1741, 
UOET. EBOB. 1808, JET. 67." 

Sdow ibit u the /iJloaing podk tatcrqOitM, uriUen by J. B. S. 
MorriU, Esq. ef Rolttbg. 
" L«i in a jairing vodd'i imiiulmoat oaet, 
Unmark'd, awund \a oak the good and wbc I 
Hen BCBQH ii laid — a venerable name. 
To Vinue naed— not unluiora to Fame : 

'AHudiKflca TreaOte, TirUteH If him, on lA^ m^tO, 
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Let Acat ha lOT'd— LM iboM wba kn'd him, tdl 
Uov dew be Hi'd, md bow Uiacnted 1^ : 
Tell (^ ihc void Ml HidKl qail left ; 
Of cMDJbcti long eitiaj'd, tm erer idt — 
Of wit Ibil gilded num; > qirigliffia' tioii^- 
Of Undness, when the ntoe cf joy wii o'a. — 
Of Truth') ethoialbonD, bj leuning givm. 
To guide hi* viitua to theit naliTe henen t 
Not ahiU their aonowiDg vnee be haai aninoT'd, 
While gnuitwle i) Idt, or gtodum lor'd : 
But UM'niiig dowdi tliii hraioi'd tomb attoid. 
And childioi'i childnn, blea Ihiit &diei*i fticnd I" 
XX. THE EARL OF STBAPFORd's 

Monomeat is of elegant white marble, aod of the Co- 
rinthian order; with beautiful fluted coIudqb* of rich ts- 
riegated marble. Betneen the columns, in a double 
niche, are seen the vhole-length figures of William 
Wentwortb, earl of Strafford, and hia lady, with an um 
between them, and the coronet laid at their feet. Ovw 
the niches, in a circular pedimeirt, are the 'Wentwortba* 
arms — on each column stands a handsome vase or am, 
and upon the pedestal, beside each, stands a weeping 
chemb. Beneath is a long inacription, descriptive of bis 
illustrious family connexions. The earl was bom the 
8th of June, 1626, and died the 16tb of October, 166A. 
On a flag on the floor, near this monument, is inscribed : 

" The esil of Stnflbrd'a nult, kppofaited to be midc by Williwn, eul of 
Stniiiwd, Anno Dom. 1687." 

And on this flag, are the arms of the family, in brass. 

XXI. EDWARD TIPPINg's, (eSQ.) 

Is a monument with Y&rious devices — an urn with loose 

drapery t>ver it, and a dove descending ^ the mhole being 
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sarrounded wilit a vreath of flowers. This monument it 
stated, by the inscription, to hare been erected la memorj 
of Edward Tipping, eiquire, of Bellurgan Park, in the 
coimt)- of Lowtb, Ireland ; who died in 1708, aged 
S5 years. 

XSII. ABCHBtSHOP PIERS'S 
Monument is a square compartment, wiUi iwo columns, 
and an entablature of anL-ient architecture, decorated with 
coats of amiB, &c., upon which is a loDg inscription, 
stating that he died September 28, 1394, in (he Tlst year 
of his age ; and that John Beunet, D. L., whom he made 
hit heir, erected this monument. 

XXIII. HON. TBOMAS WEMTWORTH. 
Adjoining, is a very elegant monument, to the memory 
of the Hon. Thomas Watson Wentwortb, third son of 
Edward lord Rockin^am. It was erected by his son, 
Thomas lord Malton ; and stands upon a plain pedestal 
of marble, on which is another pedestal, whereon stands 
a full-length figure of himself, in a Roman habit, leaning 
with his left arm upon an urn. A tine female figure, witii 
beautiful drapery, is represented silting on the other side, 
reclining her head upon her right hand, with her elbow 
upon another pedestal. The back ground of the monu- 
ment forming a pyramid, with the coat of arms upon the 
point. This beautiful piece of sculpture is protected by 
iron palisades ; and bears an inscription to his memory, 
stating that he died October 6, 1723, aged 58 : Also to 
the memwy of Thomas Watsoa Wentwortb, marqub of 
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Rockingham, who died at Wentwordi-House, Dec. 14, 
1750, and was intwred in the earl of Slraflbrd'a vault ; 
likewise to the memory of Charies WatetHi Wentworth, 
the last marqiiis of Ho^ngham, who died at Wimbleton, 
in Surry, July 1, 1762, aged 52, and was buried iii the 
same vault, with unprecedented honors, as already de- 
scribed. 

XXIT. ARCHBISHOP BOWET. 

This admirable sepulchral shrine, is a ricdi and elegant 
specimen of the Sorid style of Anglo-Norman arcbiteoturo: 
It is nearly thirty feet high, and is decorated with light 
and lofty pinnacles, of very superior execution, inclosing 
three figures, the centre one of which is said to be tiiat of 
Henry the Hftb. This prelate died in the year 14*23; 
but the monument does not contain any inBcriptiop except 
his name. 

XXV. MBS. AWNE BENNET. 

Against one of the opposite pillars, is this monument. 
It is an antique compartment, representing a canopy, with 
a half length female figure beneath ; and decorated with 
cberubs, &e. The inscription represents her as die 
daughter of Christopher Wekes, esquire, of Salisbury, in 
Wiltshire, and wife of John Bennel, She died Fe- 
bruary 9th, 1601. 

XXVr. DEAN FINCH, &C. 

Fixed to a pillar nearer the shrine, is a white veined 

marble monument, in three compartmenta, resting on a 

pedestal ; and ccmfiising the busts of deau Finch, who 
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died at Batb, Sept. 8, 1728, and of tbe Hon. and Rer. 
Edward Finch, who died in 1737 ; with an urn in tha 
centre. Above is a scroll pediment, and the family arms, 
wiUi an inscription, to the memory of tbe Hon. Marj 
Finch, wife of Edward, who died Feb. 26, I7J1. 

XXTII. ARCHBlSnOP SHARP. 
Next to the last shrine, is a stately marble monninent, 
iD memory of this prelate, of tbe Corinthian order, with 
revealed pilasters, and iron palisades in front. Upoo 
tbe pedestal, a mitred figure lies in a reclining posture, 
being about half raised, on the right arm, which rests on 
)t cushion, with a book in tbe left. The whole is deco- 
rated with figures of winged cherubs, urns, &c. Below 
is a very long inscription, expressive of bis virtues, &c., 
and stating that he died at Batb^ Feb. 2, 1713, in the 
d9tfa year of his age. 

XXTIII. ARCHBiaHOP BBWAL. 

Near the preceding, is a table monument of grey mar- 
ble, supported by eleven small columns. It displays 
neither date nor name, but is supposed to be tbe monument 
of archbishop Sewal. 

XXIX. ARCHBISHOP MATTIIEW's 
Monument is of very ancient architecture. The lower 
part of it is supported by four columns, with three small 
figures bf Faith, Hope, and Charity, between them. 
Upon the cornice lies a figure at full length ; and above 
that arc two more columns, supporting a kind of pedt- 
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ment, with hour-glasses, coals of anus, &c. By the in- 
scription below, we are informed that he died March S9, 
1628, iathe 83nd year of his age. 

KXX. FRANCES MATTHEW. 
A monument lias also been erected adjoining, to the 
memory of Frances Matthew, wife of the above prelate. 
In a niche between two columns ia the figure of a female, 
in the attitude of prayer ; two other figures also are 
standing near the columns, in a devout posture. The 
whole is decorated with representations of angels, coats of 
arms, &r. She died May SOi, 1839, aged 7S. 

XXXI. ARCHBISHOP FREWEn's ^ 

Monument is twenty feet high, and ten broad. It repre- 
sents a figure at full length ; the whole being decorated 
with small figures, books, coats of arms, &c. He died 
March 28, 1664, in his 76th year. A neighbouring in- 
scription also mentions, tiiat near this monument lies 
Judith the wife of Thomas Freweti, esquire, who died 
Sept. 29, 1666, in the 27th year of her age. 

XXXII. ARCHBISHOP 8CR0PG, 
(Commonly called Scroope.) This monument is Golhie, 
about three feet high and eight feet long ; and in the 
front, is Gothic tracery, with shields and mouldings, but 
no inscription. 

XXXIII. ARCHBISHOP ROTHERHAM's 
Is a solid Gothic table tomb, decorated with mouldings^ 
tracery, &c. ; but has no inscription. 
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■XXXIV. COUNTESS OF CUMBERLAND. 

A table toinb, supported by four swelling vases, to the 
memory of the RigLt Han. Frances Cecil, countess of 
Cumberland, dau^ter of the earl of Salisbury, and wife 
of the Right Hon. Henry lard Clifford, Bromfleet, Ye- 
trepan and Vessey, earl of Cumberland, and lord lieutenant 
of the county of York. She died at York, Feb. 4tb, 
1643, aged forty-nine years and eleven months. 

XXXT. MBS. MART THORNHILl's, 

Is ft beautiful tablet against the wall, the upper part of 
which is yellow and red veined marble.- On tlie top is an 
um, with other ornaments in white marble ; and on the 
right side of an inscription, is a branch of laurel inter- 
woven with Cyprus, wiiiUt on the left, are Cyprus and 
palm branches. She died at Fixby, in this county, 
Jan. 6, 17-27, aged 70. This monument also is sacred to 
the memory of her two daughters. 

XXXVI. ARCHBISHOP STERNE's^ 
Is a very iine marble mouument, in the modern style, 
erected within an iron palisade. Upon the pedestal, is a 
mitred ligure reclined, with his head upon his hand ; and 
upon the two external angles of the pedestal, are two 
winged cherubs, weeping. Over the figure is an archi- 
trave friexe andcornice, adorned with drapery and festoons, 
and surmouDted by a semicircular cornice and his coat of 
arms. The monument, bears an inscription to the me- 
TOL. II. H 
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mory of himself and lug daughter Anna. He died 
Juue 18, 1683, aged 87— She, March 2i, 1678, aged 17. 

XXXTII. LIONRL INGRAM. 

A squu« compartment, with small columns,' &c., contains 
4n iascription to the memory of Lionel Ingram, infant son 
of Arthur Ingram, knight, aged six years and three 
mmitfaa. 

XXXTIII. P. AND J. GIBSON. 

A neat, oval compartment, adorned with heads of 
cherubs, next appears, inscribed to the memory of Mr*. 
Penelope Gibson, daughter of John Gibson, esquire, of 
Welbourne, in the county of York, who died Jan. 19tb, 
1715 : and also to the memory of Mrs. Joanna Gibson, of 
the same town, who died iu 1733. 

XXxix. SAMUEL BREARY, D.D. 
On a neat monument of grey marble, is an insciiption 
to the memory of Samuel tJreary, D. D., prebendary of 
Strensall, and rector of Middleton and South Dalton. 
He was born at MiddlcUiorpe, and died Jan. 15th, 1735 ; 
aged 65. 

XL. CHARLES LATTON's (eSQ.) 
Is a small marble tablet. He was tlie only son of Thomas 
Ijayton, of Layton, in the county of York, knight ; and 
died Oie 10th of August, 1675, aged 37. 

XLI. MRS. POLLBTN's, 

la a pyramidical monument ; at the bottom of which, are 
elegant festoons of oak. On each side are placed, on a 
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ground of ddre marble, dropping festeone of lillics ; and 
above is an elegant urn, on the pedestal of which are 
placed the iuin», decorated on each side with cypress. 
The outward ground is of a beautiful variegated marble, 
elegantly finished ; with an inscription, to the memory of 
Mary Pulleyn, widow of Thomas PuUeyn, of Burle^, esq., 
and daughter of Richaril Sterne, of Elvington, esquire, 
who died July 31st, 1786, aged 63 ; also of Ann Sterne, 
Richard Sterne, and Mary Stciiie^ of Elvingtoui 

^Lll. SAMCeL TERRICE, Mv A. 
A neat modern monument, against the wall, is Inscribed 
to (he memory of Samuel Terrick, M, A., rector of WheU 
drake. On the upper part is a coat of arms, and below, 
is an inscription. He died January 2d, 1719, in the 
51st year of his age. 

SLfll. 81ft GRORdE 8ATILG, BARt. 
A l>eantiful white marble statue of this highly respected 
Btatesman, was erected by a general subscription in the 
county of York, and is calculated to excite more than or- 
dinary attention. It is placed upon an elegant enriched 
marble pedestal, six feet high ; oh the frieze of which, 
are introduced the emblems of Wisdom, Fortitude, and 
Eternity. Sir George is represented leaning npon a 
pillar, holding in his right hand a scroll, on which is 
written : " 'fAc petition of the Freekoldera of the County 
.of York'* The back ground is of dove marble, and ths 
H2 
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whole height of the mooument is sixteen feet. Oa d 
front of the pedestal ia the following inscription : 



KiHuswrxD rax couvTT 01 



BlI COUlVIEt TKkB BXTEVaiVI AVS tECRET ; 
■n WHOLB MKAMX WAS rOKMBD Olt PKINCIFLEl 



BT osviua, xin-isBTEHm i: 



AHD lUTEm DEATH, HI* MSMOBr VILL COHTIKOK TO BE BBltKriCUL 
TO HAMKIBD, 

Br HOLVTSa rOBTH AM EXAMTLE OP PUEB AMD DSAPFXCTED TlttTWB, 
TBaT POSTE) 
I m, 17U, 



XLlr. JOHN RICHARDSON % H. A. 
Is a white marble monument, against the wall. He was 
one of the canons residentiary of thb church, and died 
October 38, 1735, in the 00th year of his age. 

XLV. DR. DBALTRY's 

Honument, (an eminentPhysicianin Yoric.) The design, 
which is elegantly executed in statuary marble, by Messrs. 
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Fisher of this <nty, is a figure of Healtli, in «Ila relievo, 
with tier andeiit innffttiOf beading over an am, and 
dropping a cfaaplet. UDdemeath^ are the two fslloniag 
inscriptions : 

TO TBE MEMOBT OF JOHN DEAK-TKY, II.D. 

WBOSe BXIt.!. IK aig' rnOPESBIOH WA* «MLY XftttAtXED 

BY 1HK HDMAHITE OF BfS PSACTICB, 



BE DIES Mincq TBI Stb, 177% 



Hen, o'er the Mmb, vhere Dttltrft ahe* ileep. 

See Halth, in emblanatic mgidili v«p ! 

She diDfi htr &ded WRBth r " No bmk," die aie% 

*' LM bngmd mntala, nlli baeechnig qes, 

" Implore mj fbeble ud ; It fiui'd to otrc 

" My ovn, and JJiXare't gnatdUn fiom ihegiuet" 

XLTI, 8IU THOMAS DAVENPORT^S, 
Is a pyramidic^l monnment, highly Qnished. At the 
bottom are introduced the arms, on a ibteid, with a brandi 
of cypress on (me dde, and a laurel branch on the oOier, 
lied with a knot of ribbon. In the ee&b'e is the inscription; 
and on each side, a {ulaster, decorated with dropping 
festoons of oak and myrtle, aboTe wliidi is placed an de- 
gant urn. The pedestal is of dove marble, on which is an 
ivy branch ; and the ground is of beaatifuUy validated 
marble, with an inscription^ stating tfiat Sir lliomas 
Davenport, knight, was one of his majesty's snjeants at 
law, and member of parliammt for Newton, in lao- 
cadiire ; that he opened the conunisson of asmae in York, 
B3 
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on Saturday, March Ilih, 178d, attended tbe minster th« 
following day, was seized with a fever, and died on 
the 35tb, aged 52. 

XLVII. ADMIRAL MEDLEv's 
Monument ia of wliile veined marble, with n fine bust, 
arms, and curiouB devices of naval implements, ships, &c. j 
below, are two weeping cherul>s, and underneath them, 
the inscription. He was born at Grimstou Garth, became 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief is 
the Mediterranean, and died at Savona, August 5, 1747. 

XLVIII. WILLIAM PEARSON, L.L.D. 

He was Chancellor of the Diocese of York, &c. To his 
memory is erected a neat plain monument, against tha 
wall, with his coat of arms on the top, and an inscriptioq 
below. He died Feb. eth, 1715, ih the 53d year of hi^ 

XLIX.' UBS. RAYNES. 

A square compartment, decorated with two small co~ 
lumns, a pediment, &c., presents an inscription to ttte 
memory of Mrs. Raynea, wife of Thomas Raynes, esquine, 
and daughter of Robert Conyers, esquire, of Boulby, in 
the county of York. She AisA of a oancer, Decembec 
SOth, 1689. 

L. EARL OP CARLISLE. 

This is a modem marble monumept, against the waH ; 
composed of two pilasters, a circular pediment, &c., 
adcirned with cherubs, coats of erms, a bust of the earl, 
and several urns. On one column, is an inscHptioQ to 
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the nmnory of Cliarle* Howard, earl of CarllBle, Viscount 
Morpeth, Baron Dacreg of Gilsland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Cumberland and Westmorelaud, Vice-Admiral of the 
coasts of Northumberland, Cumberland, Bishopric of 
Durhain, town and county of Newcastle, and maritime 
paru adjacent ; Governor of Jamaica, Priry CouQBellor 
to king Charles the second, aud bis Ambassador Ex- 
Iraordioary to the Czar of Muscovy and the kings of 
Sweden and Denmark, in 1663, and 1664: He died 
Feb. 24, 1681, aged 56. Another column of the same 
monument is inscribed by the Ri^t Hon. Lady Mary 
Fenwicke, eldest daughter of the earl, to the memory of 
Sir John Fenwicke, bart., of Fenwicke-Castle, in North- 
umberland, her deceased husband, who was interred 
Jan. 28, 1606, in the church of St. Martin -in-the- Fields, 
London ; aged 53. In the centre of the monument, is an 
inscription to the memory of the said Lady Mary Fen- 
wicke, who died October 27, 1708, in the 50th year of her 
age. Near Uiis monument is the ancient family Tault, and 
over the entrance into it is a flag, with those words : 
" Here Ijeth the body of Charles Howard, earl of Carlisle, 
who died the 2Jth of February, 1681, .Etat. sus 56." 

LI. ANNABELLA WICKHAM. 

A square compartment, decorated by coats of arms, &c., 
contains an inscription to the memory of Annabella 
Wickham, wife of Henry Wickham, D. D., and arch- 
deacon of York. She died July 25, 1625. 

H4 
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Lii. MR. WILLIAM Ingram's, 

Is a small antique monument, decorated with fibres, m 
coat of arms, &c. He was knigbtetl by king James, was 
Doctor of Laws, a Master in Chancery, and sole Deputy 
Commissary of the prerogative court of York. He died 
July 2i, 1635. The monument bears an inscription, and 
the following curious epitaph : 

" Hen (he jud^ of Mtaton lindead in Christ, the Judge and Toitalin of ihe 
Naw CoTOMtiL Hi hu pTcn thcM l^egtdet : Hinuelf to the Lord, hisjop.to 
HeaToi, hia deedi to the World, hii gama to hit Friendi, hia body to the Eutb> 
Thehoutaof bufriendaEontaln abetlerpktuieof hiadittncter; bat,iro(ild]r<a 
know hii whol* product, jou muM follolr him to bavoi." 
LItl. DR. SWINBDRNE's 
Monument ia partly Gothic, and partly modern, decorated 
with coats of arms, various small figures and angels, and 
a lai^ figure in a supplicating posture, under an arch. 
There is a short inscription, but no date. 
LIT. P. REEVES, ESQ. 
A variegated marble monument against the wall, with a 
white oval centre, is inscribed to| him in these words: 

" To the memor; of P. Reera, of Aiborfieldi in the county of Berks, oqube) 
optun in the flnt in lejtX Rjjment — He fell in battle, at Toulon, 3(hh No- 
vember, I7S3. in the 3Mi J*»r of hu ige— His bnNhei, Gwige Da*[Hn, in- 
■mbestbil.'* 

On each side are represented, the gorget, sasji, and 
sword — Above, is a wreath of la\tre1 ; an4 below, fure tha 
family arms. 

LV.' REV. RICHARD THOMPSON, 

Near the preceding, is a beautiful monument ffT white 

marble, on a dove marble ground ; to ihe memory of ihe 

Rev. Richard Thompfon, prebendary of York, and rec((tr 
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of Kiik-Deighton. — Also, to the memory of Anne, his 
wife— the latter died in 1791, the former in 1795. It is 
ornamented with emblematic devices, and supported by 
two flat pillars, one of which is crowned mth an urn, the 
other with a representaUou of books piled up. The 
family arms are seen in the centre, and a lai^er uRi n 
placed over the whole, 

LTI. SIR BENRT BELLASSIS. 

This monument is of ancient architecture, decwated 
vith coats of armB, and small figures in the attitude of 
prayer. ' The inscription, which contains no date, state*, 
that he erected the monument himself; and it coucludfls 
with an admonition, in latin, thus translated : 

" Death is certain, the day oT it u mcatrnQ ; there is no dependance od fte 
can of (hose that tbllov 09 ; hciiviHthBtptepartstumself atamb — Thehalalnil 
KineiQbraiiee of DeMh and Judgmeut, ia the best preKnatiie inMnan," 
LTII. J, F. ABBOT, ESQ. 
A small plain tablet, against the wall, is inscribed: 

" The remuns of Joiiii Farr Abbot, caquire, of liaooIn's-Iiui-Field), LoDikOx 
idu died M Ymk, 3Snd September, 1794, aged 38." 

LTiii. RICHARD Wharton's (esq.) 

Is a very neat white marble monument, on a black marble 

ground, executed by Messrs. Fisher, of York ; and thus 

inscribed : 

" Ne^ this marble, lie intored, the Tcmaios of Richaid Whatton, ofCadltn, 
in die county of York, esquire, who died 17th November, 1794, aged 64 jean. 



iB HANMERS AMIABLE, 



On the top of this inscription is an elegant sarcophagus, 
with the family ^jms in front. 
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LIX. ARCHBISHOP SATAGE. 

Od the opposite side of the choir, is this monument. 

It is a solid table tomb, with a mitred fi^re, l»d.at lull 

leD^th, irith bis croiser ; and is decorated with coats of 

arms, and Gothic mouldings ; but has no inscription. 

LX. STONE COFFINS AW EFFIGIR8. 

In a recess, adjoining to the tomb last described, the 
•tranger will observe the two stone coffins found without 
Bootham-Bar, and described >n the first volume of tiiis 
work. Near them are also placed two stone eSigieB, re- 
moved from another part of the church : one of them is 
robed in chain armour, shield, &.C., and is supposed to 
represent one of the family of Manley — the other was for- 
merly supposed to be Roman ; but has lately been con- 
«idered as a Saxon layman of high rank. 
LXI, DEAN HIGDEN, 

Drawing nearer the inner gates, two old monuments 
will be observed, the brass inscriptions of which were 
stolen away, probably at the reformation. One is sup- 
posed to be Bryan Higden's, dean of York in 1539 — the 
•ther is unknown, 

LXll. PHrNCB WILLTAM DE HATFIELD. 

Nearer the outer gates of the north aisle of the choir, 
the eye will he attracted by rich tabernacle work in the 
north wall, and on near inspection, wiU perceive a full- 
length alabaster figure of prince William de Hatfield, 
second son of Edward the third, in ducal robes, with a 
lion couchant at his feet. 
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Here, the author closes his description of the 
monuments; every one of which he has per- 
sonally surveyed, and therefore trusts the reader 
may feel confident of his being correct. Other 
moDuments are mentioned in ancient recordi, 
but they are now no longer to be seen; all 
which remain, being here enumerated, in their 
regular order. 

In addition to the monuments, there are some 
few inscriptions on the floor of the cross aisle, 
one, with the family arms, to the memory of 
Frances Graham, relict of the Rev. Dr. Graham, 
of Netherby, in Cumberland, who died in 1801, 
aged 69; — but to enumerate all these, would 
swell the ffork with unimpprtant matter. 

VESTRIES. 
The vestries are on the south side of the choir. 
That on the right of the south entrance, in which 
morning prayers are read, has already been men- 
tioned. The first therefore that the stranger will 
now enter, is not worthy of much attention, con- 
taining little more than a few old chests, in which 
the revenues of the church, or the robes of the 
clergy, were formerly deposited ; they being at 
that time placed in the room used as the treasury> 
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adjoiniDg to the present council room, or inner 
vestry. 

The inner veatry, in which the archbishop 
generally robes himself, is a warm and convenient 
room, with a large wooden table, and seats on 
each side. It contains several closets, in which 
are preserved various registers, and the following 
objects of curiosity, relative to the history of 
the church : 

1st. A large horn, given to the church by 
Vlphus, son of Toraldus, who governed in the 
west parts of Deira. *' He," says an ancient 
writer, " by reason of a difference that was 
likely to happen between his eldest son and his 
youngest, about his lordsliips, when he was dead, 
took this course to make them equal. Without 
delay, he went to York, and taking the horn 
wherein he was wont to drink, filled it with wine, 
and kneeling on his knees before the altar, he- 
stowed upon God and the blessed St. Peter, all 
his lands, tenements, &c." Several lands which 
were part of this donation, situate on the east of 
York, are still called de Terra XJlphi, Previous 
to the reformation, this horn, which is made 
of an elephant's tooth, and is about twenty- 
nine inches in length, and curiously ^rvec|, was 
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faandsomely adorned with gold, and was pendant 
on a chain of the same metal. These rich orna- 
ments were, no doubt, the occasion of it's being 
stolen from the church, at that important period ; 
for it is evident by Camden's remarks^ that the 
horn was not there in his days : *' I was informed," 
says he, '* that this great curiosity was kept in 
the church till the last age." 

Thomas lord Fairfax was instrumental, in it's 
restoration to the church ; but where it had lain, 
or how it came into his possession, is uncertain ; 
for it was returned by Henry lord Fairfax, his 
successor ; though stripped of it's golden orna- 
ments. In 1675, the dean and chapter decorated 
it anew, but with brass instead of gold, and caused 
a latin inscription to be engraved upon it, ex- 
pressive of it's origin and restoration. 

2nd. A canopy of state, of gold tissue, and two 
small coronets of silver gilt, which the city gave 
in honor of James the first, on his first passing 
through York, from Scotland, in his way to 
London. 

3rd. Three silver chalices, and several rings, 
found in the graves of archbishops and others, 
on the removal of the old pavement of the 
church. 
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4th. A wooden head, found near the graves of 
archbishop Botberham and archbishop Scroope— 
the former died of tlie plague, and van buried in 
effigy ; the latter was betrayed and beheaded. 

fith. A very superb pastoral staff of silver, 
«bout seven feet in length, with the figure of the 
Virgin Mary, and an infant in her arms, placed 
under the bend of it. This was given by Catherine 
of Portugal, queen dowager of England, to her 
confessor, when he was nominated to be catholic 
archbishop of York, by James tlie second, in 1687. 
It is said that when be was marching in pro- 
cession to the minster, the carl of Danby wrested 
it from him, end deposited it in the hands of the 
dean and chapter. 

6th. A large and elegant bowl, originally given 
by archbishop Scroope, in 1398, to the company 
-of cordwainers of this city. In the middle of it^ 
the cordwainers* arms are richly embossed — it is 
edged with silver, double gilt, and ornamented 
with three silver feet ; and upon the rim ia the 
following inscription in black letter : 

ftfcgairtie acc^e btac^ope gcrop; srant unto all tfio 

t^^ac Qcfnbfs tttt^a tope JB'S.tl m^tff to varcon. 
ttobert iBob^on btsthoT^t mtsm scant fn dame focme 

^tDCt^aid ^V-ti t)aviS to pac&on. ^ohat StrenuOI. 



D,„l,zccDyGoOgIC 



Oa the dissolution of the company of cord- 
wainers, in the year 1808, this cup was given by 
the members to Mr. Sheriff Hornby, of this city* 
as a mark of esteem ; and be soon afterward ge- 
nerously presented it to the cathedral. 

An antique chair, is also shown, supposed to be 
as old as the church itself. In this chair, several 
of the kings of England have been crowned ; and 
when the archbishop is officiating at the cathedral, 
it is even yet placed within the altar rails, for his 
use. 

The preceding, together with an iron helmet, 
some ancient spurs, and a few other trifles, con- 
stitute the whole of the curiosities at present 
exhibited in this vestry. 

CHAPTERHOUSE. 
On the north side of the church, is the chapter- 
house, a noble octagonal building, of sixty-three 
feet diameter, which, though now joined to the 
north transept, was, it is evident, formerly de- 
tached. This has been said to have no equal in the 
universe. The florid style of architecture, which 
it displays, is certainly very ancient ; but, though 
many conjectures have been made respecting the 
original founder, it is yet, and probably will for 
ever remain, a subject of great uncertainty. 
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At the entrance ioto the chapter-house, the 
following compliment is inserted on the wall, iu 
Saxon letters of gold, supposed to have been 
written by a monk, who had travelled over many 
parts of the world : 

" Ul Rota Fhlot Pklonan, tic eit Domut irta Domamm." 
(As the Row is the chief of flonen, bo is this the Houae <^ House*.} 

The height of the building to the middle knot 
of the roof, is sixty-seven feet ten inches. This 
lai^e and lofty octagonal dome, is not supported 
within by any pillar, but is entirely dependant on 
<he equilateral pressure, preserved by one pin or 
plug, geometrically placed in the centre. On 
the outside, there are eight buttresses. 

Forty-four canons' seats, or stalls, range along 
the walls round the building, highly finished in 
stone. These are all arched over, the curiously 
wrought canopies being supported by one hun- 
dred and eighty slender and elegant marble 
pillars, on which many singular figures have been 
represented. Above those arches, runs a gallery, 
entirely round, which is most exquisitely carved, 
and has been riclily painted and gilt. Seven 
sides of the octagon, are each adorned with a 
window, rich in tracery and painted glass, re- 
presenting coats of arms, and other devices : The 
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other side, in which the door is placed, has heen 
painted with representations of saints, kings^ 
bishops, &c. ; the three centre figures being sup-* 
posed to be those of archbishdp Walter de firay, 
with Henry the third on one side, &nd his queen 
on the other. At the base of this part, and above 
the entrance, images of the twelve apostles, with 
those of the Virgin Mary, and the child Jesus, in 
the midst of them, were formerly placed. These 
images, if we may credit tradition, were all of 
aolid silver, double gilt, the apostles being about 
a foot high, judging by the places where they 
stood, and the virgin nearly twice that height. 
It is generally believed that Henry the eighth 
stole them from this cathedral, or had thempre> 
tented to him by archbishop Holgate, to prevent 
him from committing the theft. 

We cannot close the account of the chapter- 
house better, than by giving a quotation from 
Camden : He says, that ^neas Sylvius, afterward* 
Pope Pius the second, gives thjs character of th« 
cathedral of York, and of the chapter-house in 
particular : " It is famous for it's magnificence and 
workmanship all the world over ; but especially 
For a 6ne lightsome chapel, with shining waU«^ 
and small thin uatsted pillars completely round.'* 
Toi>. ». I 
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- The regular incomes of the several ecclcBiastics 
connected with this cathedral, are very consi- 
derable ; but the particular rents assigned for the 
express support of the fabric, do not rise to so 
large an amount as some have imagined. Mr. 
Torre, who published an octavo account of the 
Antiquities of York, in 1719, calculated them " at 
£171 2«. 8d., besides St. Peter's part as a resi- 
dentiary;" but, William earl of StralTord be- 
quea,tlied, in addition to the above, a legacy of 
XIOOO, by which, lands in Barrowby, &c., were 
purchased to the value c^ £48 per annum. These 
rents, augmented by the change in the value of 
lands, together with what arises by the occasional 
renewal of leases, and some few other perquisites, 
we believe constitute the whole funds for keeping 
this vast building in repair. 

Having taken a general survey of the origin, 
progress, and present state of this interesting 
object; — having wandered amongst the tombs of 
many generations, and pointed out the change 
which have, through the lapse of ages, followed 
in gradual succession ; the writer now concludes 
his description of this noble and celebrated 
edifice.. 
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Ctoar. OF THE CATBEOKIL, VflTS IT's AFPENDA<lSa. 

A»cUHt Palace~Min»ter Library — Xemly di$cover«d 
Bttngeon— Peter PrUtun— Church of St. Michael- 
le-Bel/rey—Begiater Office—Deanery —Arm* of 
the See-^t. fViUiam't CoUeg»~the Bedem, ^, 

J. HE several appendages to the cathedral, 
nearly surround the edifice; and were -formerly 
detached from the city by walls, and four pair of 
krge gates*; the remains of some of the latter 
being visible even at this day. The circumference 
of this district is nearly three quarters of a mile j 
commencing at Bootham-Bar, passing along^Pe- 
tergate, and ending again at the same gate, by a 
large circuit of the city walls, including what h 
pow called the Precentor's Court, thoujgh th^ 

* The gates were pUccd as follow — Ooe into Petergate, 
lacing Little- Blakestreet^ Another opening into Peter- 
gate, opposite Stonegate — A third, at the end of College* 
f (reet, opposite the Bedero — And a foi^th, in Ugglefortli, - 

12 
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precentors have nothing to do wi(h it. Those 
gates, when entire, were closed every evening. 

AXCIENT PALACE. 

The archbishops of York had formerly several 
palaces in different parts of the country ; but now 
there is only the one at Bishopthorpe, which 
shall be described hereafter. The most magni- 
ficent of those palaces stood within the close of 
the cathedral, on the north side of the edifice. 
It was built by archbishop Thomas, the first of 
that name ; and after the lapse of about five 
hundred years, the great hall of this palace was 
taken down by archbishop Young, merely through 
an avaricious desire for the lead that covered it. 
Since that time, other parts of the ruined edifice 
have been leased out from the see, but even by 
the present remains, we may be easily convinced, 
of it's former extent and magnificence. 

MINSTEH LIBRARY. 

Near the scite of the ancient palace, stood a 
small chape], which having also become very 
ruinous, the present dean caused it to be re-, 
paired. Previously to this improvement, the 
library had been placed in the chamber of an out- 
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building, on the soutU side of the cathedral. 
This chapel now exhibits a pleasing specimen 
of the early style of Anglo-Norman architecture — 
the lower story is used as a repository for the 
ornamenfal -stone work, constantly preparing for 
the reparation of the cathedral ; and, the upper 
apartment, to which the ascent is by a handsome 
flight of stone steps, is used for the Library. 

This room, though not spacious, is very neatly 
fitted up for the purpose. The floor, which is 
supported underneath by strong stpne pillars, is 
composed of oak. The west window contains, in 
beautiful stained glass, the armorial bearings of 
the members of the church ; in the centre of 
which, is a shield representing the arms of the 
duke of Clarence, who visited the cathedral, 
September 29, 1806 ; and the side windows are 
formed of ground glass, which prevents too great 
a glare of light. Chairs, tables, and a fire, for 
the convenience of reading, are provided; and, 
as the room is shelved for books, to the top, a 
very neat and light oak gallery has been erected 
in front of the higher shelves, which adds much 
both to the convenience and ornament of the 
room. 

13 
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It has already been observed that archbishop 
Egbert, in the eighth century, was the first con- 
tributor io this library, and that his collection 
was destroyed by fire, in the year 1069. Arch- 
bishop Thomas, in the reign of the first William, 
founded another, but this unfortunately shared 
thfe fate of the former, in the year 1137. The 
tieiEt coptribution of importance, was in the early 
|>art of the seventeenth century ; when Mrs. 
Matthew, relict of the archbishop of that name, 
presented to the church her husband's private 
Collection of books, amounting to more than 
three thousand volumes. 

This collection, Enlarged by several later pur- 
fchases, giifts, and bec[ue8t8, including a small col- 
lection of books left by the will of (he late Mrs. 
Fothergill, widow of the !Elev. Marmaduke Fo- 
thergill, constitutes nearly the whole of the pre- 
tent library. 

Mr. Torre^s manuscripts on ecclesiastical affairs, 
bdd much to the value of this collection ; there 
is also a copy of the first edition of Erasmus's 
^ew Testament, in greek, and latin, upon velhtm. 
\X is in two vols, folio, date 1516, and is in excellent 
preservation. With those, may be enumerated 
tome fine manuscripts ; and also several curiob* 
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AQciebt Miggah, some of which were taken from 
ft French ship of war, by lord Howe, on the first 
of June, 1T94; and presented to the dean and 
chapter of York, by the duke of Clarence. 

On the whole, this library maybe termed a 
Taluable collection; and, as additions are con- 
stantly making to it, a hope may be entertained, 
that, ere long, it will become very extensive. 

NEWLY DISCOVERED DUNGEON. 

Mr. Drake mentions the chapel of St. Sg' 
pulchre, which formerly stood not far from the 
site of the present minster library. He speakr 
of it in tlte following terms ; 

" On the ttorth side of the churchtalso, and 
near the archiepiscopal palace, stood formerly the. 
Qbapel of St. Sepulchre, which has a door still 
remaining, opening into the north aisle of the 
nave. The foundation of this chapel being very 
(fneient and evtraonU^arjf, \ shall transcribe 
Mr. Torre's account as follows;" 

" Roger, archbishop of York, having built, 
against the great church, a chapel, he dedicated 
it to the name of the blessed and immaculate 
Virgin Mary aod holy Angels; for the cele- 
bration of divine services, to the eternal honour 
14 
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of God, glory of his succesaon ; and remission of 
his owD sins. He ordained the same to be a per- 
petual habitation, for thirteen clerks of different 
orders, viz, : four priests — four deacons— four 
4ub-deacon8 — one sacrist. All these to be sub* 
servient to the will of the archbishop, especially 
the sacrist; who shall be constituted procurator 
of the rents and revenues belonging to it. Paying 
to each of the priests ten marks per annum ; to 
each of the deacons, one hundred shillings ; to 
each of the sub^eacons, six marks. And he 
himself shall receive ten marks per annum, for 
bis own salary, besides the residue of the renta 
tha( remain ^ver, and besides what will complete 
the sum of all the portions of th? priests, dei^cons, 
and sub-deacons. 

*' Also he willed that the said sacrist, of his own 
«ost, expend ten shillings on Mawtday, as well 
iti veiles, wine, ale, vessels and water for wash- 
ing the feet of the canons, and of other poor 
clerks, to the use of those poor clerks, And also 
to contribute sixteep shillings to the diet of the 
said poof clerks ; that in all things the fraternity 
and unity of the i^hurch may be preserved, 

*' And for their necessary sustentstion, he, of 
his own bounty, gfive them the churches of flve^- 
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ton, Sutton (with Scroby cbapel,) Haytoa, Ber- 
desey, Otteley one roediety: And procured ©r 
the liberality of these other faithful persons, the 
church of Calrerley, ex dono Willtelmi de Scoty 
— The church of Hoton, ex dono Willielmi Psi- 
ganel — The church of Harwode, ex dono A vide 
de Rominilly— rThe church of Thorpe, ex dono 
Ade de Bruys, et Jevtte de Arches uxoris suae. 
To this chapel also, did belong the cburchei of 
Colmgham, Clarehurg, Retford,'''' 

To the above extract from Torre, Drake addi^ 
that " Sewal, archbishop, perceiving the revenues 
of these churches to be very much increased^ ap- 
pointed vicars to be established in them, present- 
able by the sacristan ; and made divers orders 
for the better government of the ministers, whom, 
from thenceforth, he caused to be called canons. 
These orders are at large in Mr. Torre's, and are 
printed in the first volume of Stevens's Monas- 
ticon ; both extracted and translated from Dug- 
dale. It would be needless here to insert them, 
as well as Mr. Torre's catalogues of the names 
and times of collation, of the sacristSy and alt 
the sacerdotal prebendaries of this chape], from 
^t's first original foundation to it's dissolution. 
We may believe it underwent the last change 
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Tery early in the work of the Beformation ; for it 
vas certified into the court of augmentations, held 
in the thirty-seventh year of the reign of Henry 
the eighth, to be of the yearly value o( mte him- 
dred find ninety- two pounds sixteen shilhngs 
and sixpence. But it was standing here mucU 
later, fpr I 6nd that the tithes belonging to this 
chapel, and the chapel itself, were sold to one 
Webster, the fourth of Elizabeth." 

The writer has been thua minute respecting 
this building, on account of the singular events 
which have since occurred. After the edi6ce 
had ceased to answer the purposes originally in- 
tended, part of it was converted into a public- 
house, known by the name of the " Hole in the. 
Wali" and thus it remained during several 
years. 

At length, however, it became ruinous, and in 
the year 1816, wqs entirely taken down ; at wbicb 
time, the workmen cam? to a Jhingeon, some 
feet below .the present surface of the earth, ft 
had been unconsciously used by the publican, a», 
a c^Iar for his ale ; but bore aU the marks oC 
despotic cruelly, which tyranny could suggest, 
or fanatic enthusiasm portray. 
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The approach was by a flight of atone steps ; «t 
the bottom of which, were two massy oak doors, 
one against the other ; eachfive feet seven inches 
high, by two fe6t seven broad, and five inches ia 
thickness ; with hinges and staples io proportion. 
Through those doors, entrance was obtained to 
the horrid abode» which was thirty-ttro feet five 
inches In length, nine feet four inches broad, and 
about nine feet and a half in height — the walk 
being four feet ten inches thick. 

On the side opposite the doors, were thre^e 
windows, or, more properly speaking, sloped 
cavities for air ; to each of which was an iron door, 
perforated with holes on the outside, and Iron 
grates, or bars, within. Along the walls, wer^ 
also the evident remains of iron staples, to which, 
in all probability captives had been chained. 

Against the wall opposite tliose windows, was 
b strong oaken frame, like our modern atock4> 
It was nearly the whole length of the dungeon, 
and contained a great number of cavities, appa- 
rently for the feet of prisoners to pass through. 

At the farther end of the dungeon, w&s % 
" Hole in the Wall" about five feet from the 
floor ; whence the publican had named his housei| 
and which, at the first sight, appeared like thft 
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entrance to one of those places for immuring 
captives; so admirably alluded to by Walter 
Scott, esquire, in the following quotation from bii 

Blarmion : 

" And now that blind dd Abbot tmi, 
" To fptak die ehapta*! doou, 

" On then the nil wM M iodoM^ 
** AUtc wiiMd die tonb* ; 
■< Fixed (rei ha look, ud nem her til ; 
" Back ftom her dwulden MtchtiM bv buri- 
" The lodu that woot ha brow to abod^ 
" Stand up tMcOj &Dm bei head t 
" Her figuit seonM to ibe more hi^ i 
" Hei Tnee, deqiaii*! wOd ttaxgj 
" Had given a tone of piophecf ■ 

" Appilled the actoniihed eoncIiTe ute ; 

" With Miqnd cfc*, the men of fate 

" Gazc4 on the U^t iniiriitd fbnn, 

•• And listened fbi the aTaging riaim i 

•' The judgei Ux tbe Ticte*) dread t 

" No hand WMWov'd—no wotd *>a nid, 

*■ Tin thiu the Abbot'i doom wm gircn, 

" HaiunghigslghlliabaBi 10 heaven t 

•■— ■ SiMett letlhynmnaaN; 

« _• SinM btothci, part IB peace I* 
" An hundred winding rtept conTcjt 
*■ That innclave to the upper daj ; 



'"ItUaxBlMBmirthat&ettagioBi, wlio broke Ihrtr vtmniJf duiiHti/, wtr* 
mbjietti tio tit trnie pet^at Ot Bomtn vatali, ip a timOor out. A *mit 
ttk&e, njpciait to endote ^etr toiki, mumeit in the mattiveimtttiflhtetmveMt 
a ilender piUanM ^Jbod and xceter ma itperitci <« U, and Oie jeordi. Vase ix 
TuXM, aerr He Hgtialjbr hnmuriKg the crfanjnsf.** 
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*■ Bat en ther breuhed the fietbar til, 
•' They heud the dirickiiigi of detpur, 

" And mmny k itiflcd gmn t 
" With upeed (fadi uftmi war *!>■? U''*^ 
" (Sodi apced w (gc md fear eu mikci) 
« Aikd cTon'd tbeOadita fix tenoi'l ttika, 

" Ai huiiTing. tottcdng on. 
** Eras m the mpn'i hovEnl; (ODe, 
** Tbey Moited to bear > ijiag gnMli 

« And bade the pasmig Imell to loU 

" Fm wel&n of a pattii^ muL" 

Such vas the general opinion, on the first dis- 
covery of this dungeon ; yet, on closer investi- 
gation, several steps were observed through the 
cavity, and this induced the workmen to remove 
the front wall, in order to discover, if possible, 
the original purport of the recess. This measure 
was fortunate, for it developed in some degree, the 
use of the whole place. It removed the general 
idea that victims were anciently there imntured; 
and it confirmed the opinion of the place having 
been used as a Pbison ; but, whether it was for 
civil or ecclesiastical purposes, is doubtful, and 
must perhaps for ever remain so ; though the 
circumstance of this having formerly been part 
of a chapel, or connected with one, renders the 
latter more probable. 

Four stone steps led up from the dungeon, 
to a place evidently intended to accommodate 
the prisoners, for the relief of nature ; being 
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formed exactly in the usual way, and guardetl 
below by strong iron bars; which, though the 
vorkmen are rapidly removing the ruins, may 
jet be seen. They, however, are pot likely to 
remain long, as the two doors belonging to the 
dungeon have already been taken away, and are 
DOW hung as folding doors to a vault, or cellar, 
ui the new masons' yard, nearly adjoining. 

PETER PRISON, 

Not far from the dungeon just described, is 
the Prison and " Hall of Pletu" for the liberty 
of St. Peter, The principal entrance to this 
building ia in the minster-yard, by s flight of 
stone steps ; and the highest stoiy consist« of a 
amall court-room, with a jury-rooni adjoining, 
vhere causes in common law are tried, for all 
persons residing within this liberty. The second 
etory consists of two small day- rooms for prisoners, 
vith lodging-rooms adjoining, and two cells for 
felons, beneath, without any yard attached. There 
are also other rooms, in which the jailer and his 
family reside. His annual salary is about £30 ; 
but there are no jail (e€» now allowed; those 
bavin^ been taken off in September last. 

The writer of this work has hitherto been de- 
lirQus of avoiding every remark that might he 
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Unpleasant to the feelings of any individual ; and 
(o this principle he wishes to adhere, in the 
present case; for he cannot persuade himself 
that the respectable characters who preside over 
this prison, are fully aware of the wretched state 
of it's accominodations, for the few, unhappy 
creatures who may be placed within it's walls. 
And he would feel extremely gratified, if these 
bints should be the means of exciting their at- 
tention to the cause of humanity and beuei^o- 
lence, and of eliciting a minute investigation. 
This would, undoubtedly, tend to a more com- 
fortable provision for these wretched children 
of poverty and vice ; for, however men may 
tran^ress the laws of their country, they are 
allowed in this enlightened age, still to have 
claims upon our sympathy, and to be subjects 'tff 
that noble philanthropy, which animated the 
breast of a Howard, and prompted his generous 
exertions, for the relief of the most abandoned 
a'^d miserable of mankind. 

After describing this prison, we are naturally 
led to make some remarks on 

THE LIBERTY OF ST. PETER. 
This term involves all those parts of the Citt 
and CoiiNTv, which belong to the Church of St. 
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Peter, or Cathedral of York, or are connected 
with it. Mr. Newsteud, a gentleman of this city, 
ill his official capacity as Clerk of the Peace and 
ITnder-Stenard, published a pamphlet on the 
aubject, in 1789, in which be says: 

** Many remarkable privileges and immunities 
are annexed to this ancient and respectable li* 
berty, as well by custom, (which, from authentic 
evidence, existed before the reign of kind Edward 
the confessor) as by charters granted to the dean 
and chapter of York, by several of the kings of 
England, and conBrmed by act of parliament j 
and it is an exc/tuir^ jurisdiction. 

" The inhabitants, men and tenants, of this 
liberty, are, in particular, exempted from the 
payment of all manner of tolls throughout Ei^- 
land, Ireland, and Wales ; but it is necessary to 
have a certificate of such exemption, which any 
person residing within the liberty may procurot 
by applying to the under-steward of the same. 

" Four several general quarter sessions of thb 
peace are held for this liberty in every year, at 
the Hall (>f Pleas, near the gates of the cathedral 
church of St. Peter, in York, viz. : on the Satur- 
day in each of the weeks appointed by statute for 
holding general quarter sessions of the peace. 
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" A court is also held at the same ball, before 
the steward or under steward, every three weeks, 
which court holds plea in actions of debt, trespass 
upon the case, replevin, &c., io any amount 
whatever, where the cause of action arises within 
the liberty ; and a court leet and view of frank- 
pledge for the whole liberty, (commonly called 
the SherifTs Turn) is likewise held at the same 
place twice in every year, via. on the Wed- 
tiesday in Easter week, and the first Wednesday 
after New Michaelmas- Day, at which the several 
petit constables, freeholders, and sidesmen within 
the liberty, are required to attend." 

It is requisite further to observe, that the 
Liberty of St. Peter has it's own separate ma- 
gistrates, steward, under-steward, chief bailiff, 
coroners, chief constables, &c., the same as any 
other independent division or liberty; but to 
particularize in this work, each town, or place, 
which is comprehended within it's district, might 
be considered by many, an unnecessary detail. 

BELFREY's CHURCH, 

Is the next public building in the minster-yard. 
It was confirmed to the dean and chapter of 
York, by pope Ceievtine IJL, in the year U94; 
roh. II. K 
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and being formerly an appendant to the vicarage 
of St. Martin, in Coneystreet, it was, for a long 
time; granted with it. It is called a rectory, and 
is usually demised to the incumbent, by tlie 
dean and chapter, at the rent of ten pounds per 
annum. 

The original building was taken down in 153d, 
end the present erection immediately commenced ; 
but it was ten years in completing. It b the 
largest and most elegant church in York, ex- 
cept the cathedral; and is supported within 
by two rows of light Gothic pillars, of excellent 
architecture. The altar-piece was erected, by 
the parish, in 1714. It is composed of four 
oak pillars of the Corinthian order, which, with 
the entablature, arms of England, &c., have a very 
pleasing effect. The monumental inscriptions, in 
this church, are not important, though many 
families of consequence have been interred within 
it's walls. The common burying ground was 
formerly ac^oining the cathedral, nearly opposite 
to the church ; but at present, a piece of ground 
near the Groves, is devoted to llie purpose. 
We must not, however, dwell on the subject, be- 
ing anxious to avoid swelling this work fvitb de- 
scriptions not generally interesting.. 
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Besides the church just described, there for- 
merly were two other parish churches withio the 
close of the cathedral, viz.: *' St. Maty ad 
yatvas," and " St. John del Pike." The former 
was taken down in 1365, when the rectory was 
united to that of the latter ; and the church of St, 
•John del Pike was also removed, and the parish, 
except those houses which were in the minster- 
yard, was united to the church of ^he Holy 7W- 
nity, in Goodramgate, Jan. 27, 1585. The site 
of the last-named church was near that gate of 
the minster-yard, which led into Uggleforth, and 
the rectory-house stood in the angle, not far 
from it. 

HOLGATE'9 FREE SCHOOL. 

There is yet a /"ree school in this part of the 
close of the cathedral. It was erected and en- 
dowed by archbishop Holgate, who fixed an 
annual salary of twelve pounds on the master of 
it, above all other sums he might obtain, in the 
situation as a teacher. He also ordained that 
Thomas Swan, the first school-master, and his 
successors, should be a body-corporate for ever, 
and have a common seal for the afiairs of the said 
school. Each successive archbishop of York, for 
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erer was to be patron ; but, should he not present 
vithin twenty days, the power was to devolve on 
the lord mayor and aldermen. Should they also 
neglect to present within the same length of time, 
the patronage is left to the archdeacon of York, 
and twelve of the most substantial housekeepers 
in the parish. The original deed, signed Robert 
Holgate, is kept amongst the city records, and is 
dated 1M6; but the unfortunate situation of the 
present schoolmaster, prevents his fulBlling the 
benevolent design of this establishment. 

THE TREASURER'S HOUSE. 
A large and handsome stone building near the 
same end of the minster- yard, built in 1696, for- 
merly belonged to the treasurers of the church, 
who occupied it till that office w£is abrogated. 
This house thus falling to the crown, was granted 
out again, and undernent great alterations. It 
is now possessed as private property, and has 
been lately divided into several tenements. 

REGISTER OFFICE; 

OR, ARCUBtSHOP's PREROQATITE OFFICE. 

Returning to the church of St. Michael-le- 
Belfrey, and proceeding thence in regular course. 
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BQ old building, at the east end of that church, 
presents itself to rievr, in whidi this office 
is kept. ^ The registering of wills, granting of 
various licenses, &e.y &c., are too well known 
as the business of this office, to require ex- 
planation ; and the customs, fees, &c., are si- 
milar to those of most other archiepiscopal 
offices. 

The registers here are supposed to be of an 
older date than any others of the same kind in the 
kingdom ; for they begin with the rolls of Walter 
de Grey, who entered upon his dignity in the 
year 1216 ; whereas, those in the archives at 
Lambeth, belonging to the see of Canterbury, 
do not go higher than the year 1307. Prior to 
the reformation, the records in this office had 
been kept with very great care and exactness; 
by which, a vast fund of ancient ecclesiastical 
and other history, may now be found here. 

In treating of this office, the reader will under- 
stand we are describing the archbishops s prero- 
gative. But it is not the only office of the kind 
in York : the dean ai^d chapter have a distinct 
office, in which similar affairs are transacted for 
the inhabitants of the Liberty o/ St. Peter, as 
the other is for the general diocess of York. This 
K3 
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latter office, as well as the archbishop's, is en- 
riched with maoy very ancient and valuable 
records, and is under the management of Mr. 
Mills, who resides in the minster-yard, but holds 
his oflBce in Pefergate. 

DEANERY. 

The next building in the minster-yard, is the 
deanery. It is a spacious and convenient resi- 
dence, of very antique appearance; behind which, 
are large and fruitful gardens. A gate on those 
premises, and in the line of the wall encompassing 
tiie close of the cathedral, opens into Petergate. 

It is here requisite to notice the institution, &c. 
of the deanery, as an office ; which Thomas, 
the first of that name, archbishop of York, ori- 
ginally founded. This ecclesiastic ranks in 
the church next to the archbishop, and in the 
chapter, as supreme. He is elected by the 
canons, or chapter, is invested by a gold rit^, and 
installed by the precentor of the church. It is 
the duty of the dean, with the chapter's consent, to 
make convocations, to admit persons presented 
to digoities or prebends, to invest them by the 
book and bread, and, to command the precentor 
to install them. 
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In Roman Catholic times, this functionary was 
also obliged to perform certain ceremonial parts of 
the service in the choir: such as hallowing the 
candles, washing the feet of the poor, &c. And 
Drake observes ; " By an ancient custom of this 
church, the dean of it was obliged for ever to 
feed or relieve, at his d^nery, ten poor people, 
dailff-^Thh was for the soul of good queen Maud; 
and for which purpose, he had the churches of 
Kilham, Pickering, and Pocklington^ annexed 
to his deanery." 

The revenues of this office are very consi- 
derable, but any statement, as to the amount, 
is avoided, through motives of delicacy unimpor- 
tant to the reader. This brief historical sketch 
shall therefore be closed by 

A LIST OF THE DEANS OP YORK, 

WITH TBM VEARa OF TBBIS BftPSCTIVE CREiTIOIf. 

w— Mr. Hugo 12— G>lf. d« Xorwica 

'___ wOliwn da Saiict* Butan Ijt— Fulco BuMtt 

1U9 Robert de Out 19U Mr. waiidmiu 

]1— Robert de BotsvilUn 134- Wilta it ifMaia 

1180 Hubert W4lkei 12— 3«wiU de Borile 

1189 KeiurMinhal 1300 Godfrar de Liulhua 

1191 Mr. SjTnon do ApuIU 1SB8 Roger da HoldemeM 

IjKW Mr. Hamo I3G4 Willlun de Laxsto* 

t3— Hogec de IdioI* 1279 Robot da Sc«dd)ui^ 

K4 
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1290 HtBtj de N«wuk 
1298 waium de Hamelbm 
ISOO Rqpnald dc U ( 
1910 waHam it Pfkning 
1312 Hobeit de Pykcii^ 

1332 Wmiim de Colb; 

1333 Willum de U Zonch 
1347 riuL de W<M«i 

•^— Dom. Tulennd, ep. AHwi 
13M Amu. Job. AngUcui, cardinaiii 
ISfll Dom. Adun Euton, cardlimlit 
1385 Mr. Edin.de B(nffbid,ULD. 

.< SnprVTMai 

1392 Rkhud ajfind, L. B. 
1401 Thoinu Luigler, Fiteb. 
1407 Jtdin PropbeU 
UIG Thnnu FoKon; L. B. 
1421 Wmiam Grej, U D, 
1426 Robert Gilbert, S.T. P. 
1437 Winiam Pelter, Dec Or. 
1454 RicbudA]idTewi,I.L.D. 
J477 Robert Botbe, L. L. D, 
14SB Chiitt. Vnxwjke, Dec Dr. 
1404 WilUun Sh^Bdd, Dec Dr. 



ARMS OF THE CHURCH. 
The iirins of the church were anciently, azure, 
a staflT ID pale or, surmounted by a pall argent, 
fringed as the second, charged with five crosses 
pattee fitcbed gable, in chief another such a 
cross or- These arms are impaled, in some of 
the windows of the cathedral, wUh the arpis of 



1436 Geoffty Blytlie, S. T. E- 
1S03 Christ. Baynbrigge. 1.. L. D. 
1507 James Harriogton, Presb- 
ISia Tbomu Wrine, S. T. D. 
1614 Jobn Yaiuge, Leg. D. 
1S16 Btian Higden, Leg. D. 
1539 Eicbaid Lajtrai, Leg. D. 
1544 Nkhc^ Wotbm. L.D. 
1667 MWtheir Huttoo, S. T. B. 
1689 John Thombuigb, S. T. P. 
iei7 Geo^ Meriion, S. T. P. 
1034 John Scott, S. T. P. 
1600 Richard Manh 

1663 Williun Sancnrfl, S. T. P. 

1664 Robeit Milch, S. T. P. 
1676 Tobias Wickam, S. T. P. 
— Thomas Gale, S. T. P. 
1703 Heiu7 Fiwii. A. M. 

1738 Richard Osbaldealon, S. T. P. 

1747 John Fountayne, D. D. 

180a George Markham, D. D., vh* 

alao, at present, occujqes this 

distingui^ed office. 
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Bowett, Botherham, and Savage ; but they )i9ve 
siDce been changed for this bearing : Gules, tiro 
keys in saltlre argent, in chief a crown imperial 
OR^ with the mitre. The crown was added to the 
shield, on account of York having once been an 
imperial city; and the whole arms are repre- 
sented in the title-page of this volume, on a 
shield in a reclining position, with the Minster 
Library in the back ground. 

ST. WILLIAM'S COLLEGE. 

A narrow street, within the close of the ca- 
thedral, and leading towards the Bedem, was 
anciently called " Vicars' Lane." It after- 
wards was termed '^ Little- Alice Lane," from 
the reputed circumstance of a diminutive old 
woman having kept an ale-house within it; but 
is now designated *' College-Street." This 
name has been given from it's leading to the site 
ofa college, erected here, to the honor of St. Wil- 
liam, archbishop of York ; for the " parsons and 
chantry priests of the cathedral to reside in ;" it 
being deemed contrary to the honor anid decency 
of the said church, for them to live in house? of 
laymen and women, as heretofore. 
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It appears that letters patent were granted, 
for this purpose, by Henry the sixth ; but from 
some unknown cause, the said grant was never 
put in execution. Edward the fourth, however, 
granted other letters patent, in the first year of 
his reign, dated at York, May the eleventh ; 
coDioianding George Nevill, then bishop of Exe- 
ter, and his brother Richard Nevill, then earl of 
Warwick, and their heirs, to found and sustain 
this college, and to have the nomination of the 
provost of it for ever. The establishment was to 
consist of twenty-three chantry priests, or petty 
canons, over whom the provost was to preside. 

They had lands amongst them in common, 
towards reparation, maintenance, &c.,oftlieyearly 
value of £12 12«. 8d., in addition to the endow- 
ments of their chantries ; but this establishment 
shared the general fate at the dissolution; and 
was sold to Michael Stanhope, esquire, from 
whom it passed to the ancient Yorkshire family 
of Jenkins. 

In the unfortunate reign of Cliarles the first, 
this college was the property of Sir Henry Jen- 
kins, knight ; and whilst the king was at York, 
at the commencement of the civil war, printing- 
presses were erected for the service of that mo» 
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narcb, within it's walls, as described in the first 
volume of this work. 

It afterwards became part of the estate of the 
right honorable Robert Benson, lord Bingley, 
and by marriage descended to George Fox, esq., 
of Brambam-Park, in this county. This most 
respectable family yet retain it, the mansion being 
at present the property of James Fox, esquire, 
from whom it is rented on lease, by Mr. Jameson, 
a solicitor of this city, who now inhabits one 
part of it. 

Much of the college is yet entire, and is situated 
on the left, in passing from the cathedral. The 
outer entrance is by a small portal of Tery antique 
appearance, the old oak door of which is yet 
remaining ; and in a niche over it, is a figure or 
image of St. William. On the left is a flight of 
stairs, leading to the different rooms over the 
door-way; one of which was formerly decorated 
with very antiquely figured tapestry, but it was 
removed about a year ago. The whole building 
forms a quadrangle, inclosing a small court- yard ; 
round which, against the several apartments, are 
the remains of many curious ornamental figures, 
in wood. 
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The principal entrance to the interior from 
the court-yard, is opposite the outer one, and ia 
also by a large antique door-way, the ascent to 
which is by lour stone steps. At this entrance, 
there are two recesses in the walls, evidently for 
religious purposes ; and opposite the door, is a 
staircase, about eight feet wide. This leads to the 
upper rooms, which, as also the lower ones, are 
now let out to several poor families*. It is 
worthy observation, that the followers of the late 

* When looking over the spartinents of tjie old college, 
tUe author of this work found a neat antique room, inlm- 
bited by the poetess, Cbarlotte RicHtRusojt, who 
teaches a snutH school here, and whose poems have been 
published in two vols, post Sto, and have gone through se- 
veral editions by the aid of ber kind and liberal patroness,, 
Mrs. Cappe, of this city. 

Charlotte Richardson, whose maiden name was Smith, 
was bom in York, in the year 1775, under very unfavour- 
able circumstances, and early imbibed those religious im- 
pressions so strikingly evinoed ip her poems, by the 
instructions received at a Sunday School. At twelve 
years of age, she was admitted into the Grey Coat School, 
in York -, and soon evinced a mind superior to her si- 
tuation. In her 16th year, she left the school, and en- 
gaged herself as a servant in a respectable family. Sh^ 
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Johanna Southcote in this city, held their reli* 
gious assemblies in one of those rooms, wliere the 
writer of this, excited by curiosity, once attended 
with a friend, to witness the effect of fanaticism 
on weak and deluded minda. 

There are several other smaller staircases, in 
various parts of the building ; but the rooms to 
whicli they lead, possess no peculiarity wortliy of 
observation. Under the wliole, are three or four 
cellars; one of which, by an extremely large 
fire-place, appears to have been used as a kitchen. 

sooR afterwards lost her mother^ and in 1790, became 
co(^-maid to & widow lady ; in which situation, she had 
more opportunity for mental improvement, tlian in the 
former. Affliction, however, attended her path, for she 
had an only brother, who, though a cripple, had been 
bound apprentice to a shoemidter in this city, and after 
much cruel treatment from his mistress, was taken to tlie 
Yorte poor-house, where be soon terminated a life of 
sufTering. A short time after this event, she again ex- 
changed her situation, engaging with another widow lady, 
in whose service she, by care and industry, increased her 
stock of books, and also was able to indulge her talent for 
poetic composition. In October, 1803, she married a shoe- 
m^er of the name of Richardson, who had a little pro- 
perty, which enabled them to open a small shop. This was the 
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The oak beams, supporting the floor abore, are 
enormously thick, and yet have the addition of 
props. The other cellars are small and trifling. . 

THE BEDERN, 
Formerly written Bedeme, was a college of vicars 
choral, belonging to the cathedral. Though id 
Goodramgate, it also extended to Aldwark and St. 
Amlrewgate, and consequently was not within the 
close, yet is always classed with that district, on 
account of it's connexion. This college being ori- 
ginally the exclusive residence of the vicars choral, 
clearly owes it's name to that circumstance; Bede, 



summit of Iier nifihes ; but her happiness wae transient- 
it was interrupted by a severe illness ; from which she had 
scarcely recovered, when her husband showed consumptive 
symptoms ; and about two months after she had become 
a mother, he bade adieu to all earthly afiairs. la this 
situation, Mrs. Cappe, tlie lady before -mentioned, observed 
and admired the patient resignation of the widow ; and 
having accidentally seen some of her poetic effusions, 
kindly revised and ushered one volume of them into the 
literary world, by subscriptiou, uuder her own respectable 
patronage. By tliis beneficent act, the widow was ena- 
bled to open a small school, for the eupport of herself and 
son. A second volume has also since appeared, highly, 
honorable both to tiie bumble author wd to the generous 
editor. 
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though now obsolete, being formerly used very 
commonly for the verb to pray; and ErnCf imply- 
ing a solitary place, or detached dwelling. Other 
modes of derivation have been suggested, particu- 
larly alluding to it's being the site of the Roman 
palace, or of the batlis connected with the palace; 
but, though the residence of the Roman emperors 
did stand here, as already described, the deri- 
vations drawn from this source are all very un- 
likely, and deserve little attention. 

The vicars choral were formerly thirty-six in 
number, according to the number of the pre- 
bendal stalls in the cathedral, one of whom was 
chosen by the rest, as cuatos, to preside over 
them. Besides attending to the daily office in the 
choir, it was their duty to perform the offices of 
tlie dead, in the several chapels and oratories, at 
certain hours, day and night. The ancient rule 
was for each canon to have his own vicar, in 
priest's orders, to officiate for him, he paying 
to the vicar, out of his profits, the annual sum of 
forty shillings ; and the vicar was to be entitled 
to the canon's choral habit, in case of the death of 
the employer. 

The Bedern is of very ancient dale, and 
appears, by an inquisition taken in the year 
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1275, the fourth of Edward the first, to hare 
been given " to God, St. Peter, and the vicars 
serving God, in pure and perpetual alms, by one 
William de Lanum, canon of the church; but, 
the major part thereof, was of the common of the 
land of Ulphus, with another certain part of the 
see ot the archbishop, and by him eleemosynated 
to them." 

The college of vicars choral was first ordain«d 
in the year 1 '252, by archbishop Walter de Grey ; 
and the ordinance was cpnHrmed by king Henry 
the third, in a royal charter, dated October 15th, 
1269. 

In the ancient statute-book of this college, are 
many ordinances and regulations, which we can- 
not here dftail : one of them, issued by the 
chapter, in 1353, commands tliat no vicar choral 
from thenceforth shall " keep any woman to 
serve tiim, within the Bederne ; and the sub- 
chanter do acquaint the vicars, that they warn all 
their women servants to depart their service, on 
the penalty of twenty shillings, payable to the 
fabric of tlie church for every one not observing 
this ordinance." 

The whole college and site of the Bedern 
were sold, in the second year of Edward the 
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sixth, to Thomas Goulding and others, for 
£1924 lOs. Id.; but, it appears that this sale was 
afterwards disannulled ; for, in the sixth year of 
the same reign, " it was ordained and decreed, 
by the chancellor and surveyor- general of the 
court of augmentations'} that the dean and chapter 
of York, for themselves and for the sub-chanter 
and vicars choral, shall from thenceforth have 
and enjoy the said house called the Sedeme, and 
all the possessions belonging to it, except the 
chantries and obits to them anciently assured, 
without any interruption or molestation of the 
said court, t&c. ; so it was adjudged that this their 
college, was appendant to the cathedral church, 
and not within the statute of dissolved free col- 
leges, chantries, &c." 

Thus preserved, it has ever since remained in 
the possession of the vicars-choral ; but their 
chief means of support, the chantries and obits, 
being dissolved ; their numbers are greatly di- 
minished. The Bedern is consequently no longer 
their exclusive habitation ; but the several dwell- 
ings are let out on leases ; and this once splendid 
seat of Roman grandeur and imperial honour, 
is now, in many instances, little better than the 
sad receptacle of poverty and wretchedness. Mr. 

TOL. II. L 
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Drake, however, was incorrect ia saying that the 
old collegiate luiU, where the vicars usually dined 
in common, was taken down ; for the author has 
personally surveyed the premises ; and though he 
found the hall converted into dwellings, he waa 
much gratiBed by noticing the ancient outer walls 
of the edifice, with the evident remains of Gothic 
windows, and other vestiges of former days. 

The old records, leases, &c., of the vicars- 
chorat, were, till very lately, deposited in a room 
near the collegiate hall ; but the situation being 
considered not very eligible for them, the dean 
and chapter granted leave for their removal, into 
part of the out-building, near the cathedral, op- 
pouie the archbishop's prerogative court, which 
was formerly occupied by the Minster Library. 

BEDERN CHAPEL. 

There is a very ancient chapel in the Bedern, 
which was founded in the year 1348, by Thomas 
de Otteley, and William de Cotingham ; and was 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the Virgin Mary, 
and St. Katherine. 

The building is yet nearly entire, and till 
within the last two years, it was very remark- 
able for it's rich windows of painted glass, which 
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Were six in number — three in front, aiid three 
behind. It is, however^ with some regret we 
observe the beautiful glass in the former, haa 
lately been substituted by common small squares, 
by which much of the antique appearance of the 
chapel has been destroyed. The glass was re-> 
moved with intent to enrich a new-erected church 
in the country, but the dean having heard of the 
affair^ very properly prevented it's leaving York; 
and it is now deposited in one of the vestries in 
the cathedral. 

About sixteen years ago, divine service was 
performed here at nine o'clock on the mornings 
of each Wednesday and Friday in Lent ; the bell 
which was then rung for the service, and occa- 
sionally tolled in cases of death, yet remains; 
but it is never used now, the clerical duties 
there, being at present confined to the christening 
of children, and the churching of women. 

A Sunday scliool is now taught in the chapel, 
which is nearly six yards wide, and about twice 
the length. There is an old font on the left of 
the entrance, but the altar table stands at the 
upper end of it; and though Drake says it was of 
handsome marble, the present one is merely a 
slab of free stone placed on a wooden frame — the 
L2 
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ornamenfal work against the wall near it^ is, 
however, curious, being of oak wood singularly 
carved. 

When the Bedern was in it's prosperity, there 
were gates to inclose the whole, openii^ into 
Goodramgate; and a porter's lodge stood on the 
site of one of the small houses nearly adjoining. 

The revenues of the vicars-choral connected 
with this place, have varied according to the 
fluctuations of times and circumstances. 
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Streeta and Public BuUding$, oHctent and modem, 
withim Micklegate-Ward ; inctudi»g a brief HiM- 
torical De$cripiion of each, mth occational Obiev' 
vatitmt, 

X H£ author's attention must now be directed 
to the several other streets, and public erections, 
within the walls of the city. Tork, as already 
mentioned, is divided into four wards; and in 
pa^e 335 of the first volume, the extent of each 
is stated. To describe the wards separately^ 
will therefore, be tlie most clear and distinct 
method ; and, as Micklegate IFard embraces the 
principal entrance into the city, and all the south 
side of the river Ouse, we shall commence with 
this division. 

MICKLEGATK, 

AND 0BJECT9 OS TBS UOBT. 



Micklegate, which name merely implies large or 

fpacioua street, is undoubtedly, the widest and 

most elegant street in York. It is situated 

at the entrance of the city from London ; and 

L3 
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extends from the bar to the corner of Skeldei^te, 
This street contains mqny handsome houses ; and 
the sitqation being elevated, airy, and healthy, it 
is the residence of many gentlemen, even whose 
general concerns are more in the centre of the 
city. On entering at Micklcgate-Bar, the first 
object that attracts attention on the right, is an 
old gateway, which formerl;^ was the portal to (hp 

PRIORY Op ST. TRINITY. 

This priory stood in the gardens, yet called 
Trinity Gardens, beyond the portal, it was a cell 
io that of Marmontier, or majna tnonasierium, 
fit Tourain, in France; and was founded by 
Balph Pagaoel, who came over with the con- 
queror, and was made high sheriff of the county 
pf York. In this situation, he had a church in 
York given to him, in fee, which was dedicated 
to St, Trinity, and stored with canons, &c. ; but 
fhai establishment was destroyed by William, a^ 
the rendition of the city, Apxious (o restore the 
religious service in it, and not knowing of any 
inore effectqal means, the original founder granted 
it to the abbey of St. Martin, majoris monasterii, 
in France, for a perpetual possession, and for the 
f flti^e control pf the monks. He also granted, ffff 
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the support of the monks who might possess it, the 
church of St. Trinity itself, together with three 
crofts lying on the west side of the city; also 
" the church of Si. Elene, within the said city, 
with the toft of one deacon adjacent, the churches 
of All-Saints, in North-street, St. Bridget, in 
Muclegaie, and tlie chapel of St. James, without 
the bar." Several churches, lands, &c., in York- 
shire and Lincolnstiire were also granted at 
the same time; but to enumerate them here, 
would be useless. 

The priory was surrendered, in the thirtieth of 
Henry the eighth, by a prior and ten priests ; and, 
at the dissolution, was valued at £196 11». lOd. 
The circuit of the ground belonging to the site of 
the priory, is very extensive ; being bounded by 
Micklegate in front, by Trinity- Lane on the east, 
the city walls on the west, and it's own wall^ on 
the south. 

No remains are now to be seen of the priory, 
but this curious old gate-way, which appears in 
excellent preservation, and is very likely to 
attract the attention and excite the inquiries of 
every inquisitive stranger. Beyond the gate- way 
is a stone and marble-yard ; but a common gar- 
dener now occupies the princi[>al part of the 
L4 
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groundSf which are known by the name of Trinity 
Gardens. The whtde w the property of the 
family of Goodrick, of Ribston-Hall, in this 
county — Sir Henry Goodrick, bart. being the 
present owner. 

THE CHURCH OP ST. TRINITY, 
Adjoining, yet remains, but bears all the marks 
of former greatness, and of diminished conse- 
quence, particularly from the gardens, where 
many a ruined arch, in the mouldering exterior, 
presents to the view, a venerable and yet pleasing 
appearance. The parish of St. Nicholas was 
united to this, according to the statute, in IdSS, 
but the living is now of very small value. The 
parsonage house, which stands in the east corner 
of the church-yard, was built by H. Rogers, the 
minister, in 1639. 

There is nothing worthy of particular notice in 
this church ; we shall therefore pass forward io 
the adjoining street, commonly called Trinity- 
Lane, which leads to the church of 

ST. MARY, BISHOPHILL THE YOUNGER, 
This is a neat and commodious building, the 
north side of which is almost wholly composed 
of large stones of the grit kind, It stands at the 
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confluence of Trinity- Lane, Bishopbill, and Fet- 
ter-Lane; and was esteemed one of the great 
farms belonging to the dean and cltapter, who 
usual]]' demised it with tlie adrowson of the vi- 
carage, to one of the canons residentiary. 

The villages of Copmanthorpe and Over- 
Poppleton, belong to this church and pari^; 
and the dean and chapter have the tyihe of com 
and hay of them ; the vicar having, for his sftargj 
** the oblation of bis parishioners, mortuaries 
and personal tythes, also the tythes of orchards 
and nurseries, and increase of cattle ; but out (^ 
this, he is obliged to pay to the farmer of tbe 
chapter, a svall annual stipend. Near this 
church, ia a 

FRE£ SCHOOL, 
Built by the late Mr. John Dodsworth, formerly 
an ironmonger in York ; who endowed it with 
ten pounds per annum for ever ; on tbe express 
condition, that twenty poor children from the six 
parishes on that side of the river, in proportion 
to their sizes, should be educated therein, free 
of expense. It was opened on the Brst of Ja- 
nuary, 1804. 

Leaving this school, and proceeding up thelaqe 
leading to the church of Bishophill the Elder, th& 
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stranger will observe on the left, a small field or 
croft, at present used as a wood-yard, with an 
admirable declivity towards Skeldergate. It is 
now generally known by the name of 

THE DUKE'S HALL, 
In consequence of having been the site of a large 
mansion, occupied by the unfortunate George Vil- 
liers, duke of Buckingham. This ground, and the 
extensive gardens on Bishophill, were purchased 
of several persons, by the family of Thwaitea, 
from whom they descended to that of Fairfax, 
by marriage, in the reign of Henry the eighth. 
The house was built by Thomas lord Fairfax, 
whose daughter and heiress was married to the 
nobleman just mentioned. After his banishment 
from court, and when he had become deeply em- 
barrassed by bis fashionable follies, the duke, 
whose reverse of fortune has been admirably por- 
trayed by the poetic talents of Pope, retired to 
this house, where he lived some time. 

On the death of the duke, this property had 
many claimants, but it was ultimately awarded 
to the ancient family of Fairfax, of Newton. 
At the time when Drake published his £bo- 
rficum^ the skeleton of tliis house was standing. 
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KBd he also mentioQS an outshot from it, which 
was built for the duke's laboratory in chymistry. 

Eren the stones which composed the wasting 
skeleton, are now removed. When walking over 
the ground with a very old inhabitant of that 
neighbourhood, who remembered having often 
seen the ruins, the author was told that they bad 
all the appearance of an ancient abbey ; and that 
there were some considerable cellars or vaults 
underneath, which had never been tilled up, but 
their entrances merely closed, and covered with 
earth ; so that in all probability, should the ground 
be opened, at some remote period, these vaults 
may supply matter for ignorant astonishment, 
or for extraordinary antiquarian research. 

Nearly adjoining Duke's Hall, and at the bead 
of a lane leading from' Skeldergate, called KtrJt<- 
Xiune, is the church of 

ST. MARY, BISHOPIIILL THE ELDER. 

This church is not large, but being ancient, 
and having a double row of trees in the church- 
yard, it possesses a very rural and pleasing 
appearance. A quantity of mill-stone grit {$ 
observable in it's walls ; but the steeple, which 
\a square, is of brick, and was built by the 
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parishioners, in 1659. The interior of the church 
is neat, but if we except those of the families of 
Pawson and Fairfax, which were united by mar- 
riage, there are not any inscriptions worth notice. 
The north choir, was the seat and burial-place of 
the latter, when they reuded in this parish ; and 
it consequently yet displays some moDumental 
remains, and the family arms. 

In 1696, the parish church of St. Clements, 
without Skeldergate-Fostern, was united to this 
church. 

On the opposite side of Kirk-Lane, is a square 
inclosure, commonly called 

THE QUAKERS* BURYING-GROUND; 
From it's being used by the Society of Friends, 
for the interment of their dead. It is surrounded 
by walls, and contains some trees of venerable 
appearance. When Mr. Drake wrote, there were 
also a few tombs and inscriptions, but there is now 
nothing of the kind ; plain mounds of earth being 
it's only marks of a cemetery. The situation is 
elevated, and consequently very dry ; and the 
ground is completely covered with thick grass. 
In front, is a small dwelling, in which apersoq 
resides who has the care of the inclosure. 
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Proceeding hence, nearly to the site of Skel* 
dergate-Postera, the reader will observe on the 
right 

THE NEW JAIL> 
For the sole use of the city' and ainsty. It is 
surrounded by a high brick wall, and the build- 
ing is entirely of stone, erected on an elegant 
and extensiFe scale, reflecting much honour on 
the city, and on Mr. Peter Atkinson, the archi- 
tect, and city steward. The erection, which 
commenced in 1802, was completed in 1807. 
The outer wall incloses about three-quarters of 
a square mile ; and the entrance is by a Porter's 
Lodge, in which the Under Jailer resides, who is 
paid for attending to the door, out of the Jailer's 
regular salary. 

In the centre of the area stands the prison, 
there being a neat court-yard or garden, in front, 
where the debtors have the liberty of walking; 
and a garden behind tlie building ; both kept in 
excellent order. 

On the growid floor are ten cells, for male 
felons, with a day-room, and a spacious flagged 
court-yard attached ; also eight cells for women, 
with a similar day-room and court-yard. There 
are also five cells, two day-rooms, and a bath- 
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room, appropriated for prisoners confined as 
king's evidence, or merely for misdemeanors. 

The second atory^ which is ascended in front 
by a flight of broad and handsome steps, guarded 
by iron railing, contains eight large rieeping 
rooms for debtors, with necessary conveniences 
to each, for coals, provisions, &c. The inner 
entrance to those rooms is from a gallery 170 
feet in length. 

On the attic story, there are four rooms, also 
for debtors. These, and the gallery adjoining, 
are similar fo those above described. The whole 
structure is crowned with an ornamental cupola 
and vane, which add much to the beauty of it^s 
appearance, and render it an object of greater 
interest, in surveying the public buildings of this 
ancient city. 

In addition to the preceding, are the governor's 
apartments, which are chiefly in an outshot build- 
ing behind the prison, but yet connected with it. 
The rooms are pleasant and commodious; and 
on the attic story, is a large. airy apartment; 
neatly fitted up as a Chapel, in which the Bev. 
William Flower, Jun. preaches a sermon every 
other Sabbath, and reads prayers every Thursday ; 
having a small salary of about £20 per auDuiB 
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for attendance here^ and at the House of Cor- 
rection. Besides the chaplain, there is also a 
surgeon, regularly appointed for this prison; 
which station is at present occupied by Mr. 
Champney. 

The prison is well supplied with water ; having 
two pumps, one in front, and the other behind ; 
by which means, the place is constantly kept very 
clean and wholesome. The present governor's 
salary, (Mr. Rylah) is £150 per annum, and all 
the jail fees, which latter were formerly paid by 
the prisoners, but are now defrayed out of the 
county rates. 

When any felon is to sufTer deaths scaffolding 
is erected without the wall next to the Old 
JBaile Hill, near the front corner ; and an open- 
ing is made in the wall to admit the culprit to pass 
through ; but we are glad in being able to state, 
that executions very rarelyoccur here. 

The ground on which this prison stands, with 
that behind it, is supposed to have been the site 
of a very ancient castle ; and is generally called 
the Old Baile. But some writers have confused 
the site of the castle, with that of it's citadel, a 
high hill, now crowned with trees, and cor- 
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re8[X>udiitg with the site of Clifford's Tower. 
It is called 

BAILE HILL. 
Drake having given a very particular. account of 
(hose two, on the authority of Leland, and Cam- 
den, the author will here introduce it in pre- 
ference to any further remarks of his own. 

Speaking of tlie former, he says : " It is called, 
in the most ancient deeds and histories that I have 
yet met with, Vetus BalUnm, or Old Baile; 
which, according to the etymology of the word, 
can come from nothing sooner than the Nornmn 
Saile — a prison, or place of security ; or from 
Baile, an officer who has the jurisdiction over a 
prison. It took this name, probably after the 
conquest, when the French language was sub- 
stituted, in all places, instead of the English ; 
and for tltat very reason 1 take it to have been a 
castle or fortress before that time. 

" It is said, by several authors, that William the 
Conqueror built tvco castles at York, for the better 
security of the city and the country about it. But, 
if I may be allowed a conjecture, I suppose that he 
built one castle from the foundation, and repaired 
the old one ; for, that there was a fortress here ia 
the time of the Saxons^ where king Athelstane be- 
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tiegcd and blocked up the Danes, has also been 
ahown. 

" Leland, and after him Camden, are positive 
that this is the platform of an ancient castle, as the 
description of the city walls and bulwarks, given 
by tlie former, plainly shows. And, indeed, who- 
ever carefully views it at this day, must be of the 
same opinion, especially when he is told that the 
ramparts> when dug into, are full of foundation 
stones, as ! myself have observed. 

*' There is a passage in R. Hoveden, which 
■ays, that when the bishop of Ely, lord chancellor 
and regent of England, came down to punish 
the citizens, for their barbarous massacre of the 
Jews> he delivered the high-slierifi* over to the 
custody of his brother, 0*bert de Longchamp, 
and then began to repair the castle in veteri 
tMsieUaria, which king William had rebuilt. 
There is no doubt but by this vc/tM cattelhim, is 
meant our Oid Bat'le; and this I think is suf- 
llcient to prove it a very ancient fortress, 

** How it came from a state fortress, to be the 
archbishops' prison, I know not j yet such it was; 
and not a palace for them, as some have sup- 
posed; it being absurd to think they had two 
palaces in the same town. The site of Otel 
VOL. II. M 
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Baile, and the district extending towards Ouse- 
bridge, is still called BishophiU; and, in our 
old roisters, in the accounts of the constableries 
of the city, and their proper officers, ! find tltis 
left, for the nomination of the archbishop, viz. ; 
anno 1380, eetna baUium in cttstodia arekiepts- 
ccpi Ebor. 

" 1 am as much at a loss to find when the 
church gave it up to the civil magistrate, for such 
it is at this day, without any leasehoM that I 
know of. Anno 1326, first of Edward 111., a dis- 
pute arose betwixt the citizens and William de 
Meltou, then archbishop, which of them were 
obliged to repair the walls round this plaf^e. 
The cause was heard before Isabel, the queen- 
mother, at that time resident in the archiepiscopal 
palace, at York, in council, where Nicholas 
Langton, then mayor of the city, alleged that 
this district was the express jurisdiction of the 
archbishop, -exempt from the city, and therefore 
he ought to keep up the fortifications of it. The 
archbishop pleaded tliat it stood within the 
ditches, finfrafoisatas cieilatis) and therefore, 
belonged to those that repaired the rest. Upon 
bearing, it was given against the archbishop, who 
was obliged to repair these walls ; and this is thie 
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reason of that passage in Stubbs^s life of tfais 
prelate, taken notice of by Camden and others, 
riz. : " locum in Eboraco, qui dicitur tftus 
Ballium, primo spisais et longis xTii pedum 
tabulis, sei-undo lapideo muro foriiier inclu- 
dehat." The former account, which I have seen 
in an old register of the city, explainit the latter^ 
and gives us to understand, that it was only the 
city walls, round this place, which the arch- 
bishop repaired. 

*' I have nothing further to add about this 
ruined, antiquated castle, but that the area 
belonging to it, used formerly to be a place 
open for sports and recreaticns, but is now in- 
closed, and leased out by the city. Tbe mount, 
which Camden mentions to have been raised for 
a tower to be built on, exactly corresponds to the 
citadel on the other side of the river. 1 hope it 
will not be thought trivial to inform posterity, 
also, that this mount, the pleasantest place for 
prospect about the city, was planted with trees, 
anno 1726, by the late Mr. Henry Pawson, mer- 
chant ; then leassee of the ground ; because, in 
time, they must be a particular ornament to the 
city ; and it may serve to satisfy some people's 
M2 
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curiosity, in/uturOf to know when tbey were put 
down there." 

Descending the eminence called the OldSaiie 
UiUf the stranger will enter 

SKELDERGATE, 

A long, narrow, and disagreeable street, which 
runs parallel with the river Ouse as far as the 
bridge. When York was more of a com* 
mercial city than at present, this street, being 
so near the river, was chiefly occupied by mer- 
chants, for the purposes of trade; and con- 
sequently, derived it's name from the old Dutch 
word Keller, or Keldar, a cellar, or warehouse. 
The first public object to be met with, is on the 
right, and is called 

THE OLD CRANE. 
Here, the goods that come from London, in 

, the vessels originally built by subscription in 
1769, and now called. the Old Contract, are de- 
posited ; in order to be forwarded to their re- 
spective places of destination. This crane is the 

, property of the Corporation, and with the Ferry 
nearly adjoining, is rented at about £80 per 
annum. The profits of the Ferry, and th^ 
charges of wharfage on landing and shipping 
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goods, constitute the principal income of the 
tenaqt. 

Not far from the above, is another concern of 
the same kind ; called 

THE NEW CRANE. 
This is the property of Mr. Mills ; and was esta- 
blished long after the other. Tlie goods landed 
here, are from vessels in a New Contract, or similar 
but more modern engagement ; yet the navigation 
of the Ouse being chiefly the property of the Cor- 
poration, and conducted under a committee of that 
body, whose boundaries extend to the mouth of 
the Wbarfe, one-half of the tonnage, or lock- 
dues, is paid ut the respective locks ; and the 
other half at the Old Crane; but as an account 
of the Ouse and Foss navigations will be given 
linder a distinct head, it is needless to offer 
more on this subject here. 

Proceeding further in this street, the next 
public institution will he found on the left. It 
is called 

MIDDLETON's HOSPITAL; 
And was founded in 1659, by Mrs. Ann Mid- 
dleton, relict of Peter Middleton, gentleman, wh& 
served the office of sheriff, in the year 1618. 

Ma 
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This hospital is for the maintenance and lodging 
of twenty widows of poor freemen of York ; the 
said Anne Middletoii having given hy will two 
thousand pounds, for it's erection and endow- 
ment*. Each widow wasentitled to four pounds 
per annum ; but an unfortuDate circumsttance 
having occurred respecting the principle, the 
annuities were for some time reduced to three 
pounds. At present, however, every widow 
possesses two rooms, and nineteen ghiHit^gs are 
paid fo each of them, quarterly, hy the city's 
steward ; the hospital heing under the direction of 
the lord mayor and corporate body in general. 

This institution li^s lately been enriched bv the 
Countess of Conyngham, w|ip formerly resided iu 
York, and at her decease about a year ago, left by 
will the annual sum uf two pounds to each widow ; 

*Mrs. Middleton gave to the city at the same time, 
one handred pounds, on contlitlon that tlie interest of it 
EhouM be devoted to binding out as apprentices, the sons 
of poor freemen ; also ,£66 13«. id. to purchase plate for 
the use of the lord mayors successively ; ami likeYrise ,£40 
for Stock to employ the poor who had no labo|ur — She 
also gave one thousand pounds, for the ereclioii ?nd en- 
donitiettt of a Free School, at Shiptoo, in the forest of 
Galtres. 
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which is paid half-yearly, . from the spiritual 
court. 

The hospital is built with bricks, in the form of 
a square, encompassing a small area ; and most of 
the doors belonging to the several aparttnents, 
open into a gallery wtiich extends all round the 
buildiug. 

In 1675, a table, recording the charities of Mrs. 
Middleton, was erected orer the front entrance. 
In the year 1771, this hospital being thought 
to project toQ far into the street, the whole 
front was taken down, and rebuilt in a more mo- 
dem «tyle, about a yard further back. A full- 
length stone effigy of the original foundress, w^s 
then placed in a niche ovep the door, where it yet 
remains. Behind the hospital is a square garden, 
which is divided into twenty beds or distinct parts, 
for the use and culture of each iphabitant. 

Passing Kirk-Lane already mentioned, 
ALBION CHAPEL 
l^ext presents itself to observation. It is situated 
at the comer of a small street lately built, which 
is called Albiok -Street, and leads up to Bishop- 
hill. 

This chapel was erected by the society of Wes- 
ley#n Methodists, who are very numerous, and 
M4 
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hare another chapel in this eity^ which will be 
noticed in it's proper place. Albiop Chapel was 
first opened on Wednesday the sixteenth of Oc- 
tober, 1816. It is a plain, but very neat and 
convefiient structure, built with bricks, and ca- 
pable of containing more than (me thousand 
people, 

PJear the end of Skeldergate, whieh leads into 
the lower part of Mlcklegate, is a commodious 
and respectable inn, called *' The Elephant and 
Castle i" and a little beyond it, on the left, is- 
a narrow dirty street, called Fetteb-Lane. By 
proceeding up this street, the stranger will soon 
arrive at St. Martin 's-Lan^, which runs intct 
Micklegate, near to 

8T. MARTIN'S CHURCH. 

This church was an ancient rectory, belonging 
to the patronage of tlie bai'ons Trvftbutt, then to 
the priory of Wartyr, and afterwards to the lords 
Scrope, of Masham. The church of St. Gregory, 
with all it's members, was united io this church, 
in ISSS; hence it is sometimes called St. Mar-. 
fin'S'Cvm-Gregorjf- It is a neat ancient struct 
turc, the steeple of wbicti is more modem than 
the rest of the building, having been taken dowij, 
^rid reb^iilt, at the charge of the paristi^ in 1677, 
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Xa the church are several small moauments, 
but none remarkable. The painted glass in the 
windows is, however, very beautiful ; and in the 
exterior walls of the building, as also in the wall 
of the church'yard, are several curious pieces of 
defaced Romau sculpture. An old manuscript, 
which DOW lies before me, states that the curious 
sculpture in honor of the Persian god, Mithras, 
described in the first volume, and now in the 
possession of Mrs, Cappc, of this city, was placed 
in the wall of this church-yard, soon after it was 
found ; and that it remained there several years, 
till Mr. Saodercock, a dissenting minister in 
York, procured and preserved it. 

Id the front of St. Martin's church-yard, is a 
building, in some degree connected with the 
trade of York ; and called 

THE BUTTER STAND. 
This building, which succeeded a very ruinous 
one, that had been blown down the preceding year, 
was erected in 1778, for the purpose of weighing 
and marking butter. Great quantities of this 
article were formerly brought to York, from va- 
rious places ; and after being weighed here, and 
marked as correct, were purchased by contractors, 
aqd forwarded by w&ter to l^ondon. 
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Tbis Ib ODe of the privileges of the corporation 
of York ; and the butter stand is consequently 
rented from that body; the tenant beingauthorizett 
to charge one ha^pettng (or every firkin, or half- 
firkin, he weighs or marks. About thirty years 
ago, the annual rent for this place was Jerty 
pounds; and at that time, ^A^Mowond firkins 
of butter were annually received at this office ; 
but the trade has ever nnce been declining, and 
on that account, we find that ten years afterwards, 
the pent had been reduced to £30.->It is now 
only £20, and there are at present not more 
than fourteen or fifteen thousand firkins annually 
shipped from York. 

In case of deficiency of weight, the ofiending 
party is liable, by law, to a fine of Jive-pounds ; 
but the usual custom here is, to demand a forfeit 
of two shillings per pound. When this irade 
'Was at the height of it's prosperity, there were 
thirty porters, whose business it was to atteud 
here, in order to convey the butter to the re- 
'Spective warehouses, and also to assist in shipping 
it; for which, the buyers paid them a regular 
stipend per firkin. 
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STREETS, &c. 

on THE LEFT SIDE OF MICKLECATE. 

Adjoining the rainpart just wUhio Micklegate- 
Bar, is part of a beautiful 

ROMAN TESSELATED PAVEMENT; 
The only one of the kind ever met with in this 
city. It was discovered in March, 1814, not far 
from the surface of the earth, by some workmen 
who were digging tliere. They also found, at the 
same time and place, a few Roman coins, several 
broken pieces of urns, with pieces of charcoal, 
and bones. The Roman pavement is calculated 
to have been originally about four yards square, 
but unfortunately, only a part of it could be pre- 
served by the occupier, Mr. J, Thackwray, who 
resides at tlie sign of " The Jolly Bacchus " ad- 
joining, and rents the premises on a lease from the 
corporation. He very laudably formed an erec- 
tion over it, in order to preserve for public in- 
spection, this curious relic of antiquity; and the 
few coins then found, are also in his possestion. 

Mr. Fowler of Winferton, having heard of the 
.circumstance, immediately took a drawing of the 
pavement ; from which, he afterwards published 
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a large and beauiifully coloured engraving, price 
ONE GUINEA AND A HALF ; " Dedicated, by per- 
mission, to the Right Hon. William Dunslay^ 
hord Mayor ;" but this engraving rather repre- 
lents what it may be supposed to have originally 
been, than what it now really is. 

The small part which has been preserved, is 
not level, like the floor of a house or tent; but 
sloping, one end being considerably higher than 
the other. This, however, may have been occa- 
sioned by a settlement of the ground, at the lower 
end ; perhaps owing to some of the revolutions 
that must have occurred in the bowels of the earth> 
during the long period in which this spedmea of 
Boman refinement and ingenuity laid concealed. 

Some persons have imagined that this pavement 
was the ground work, or floor, of a generaPs 
tent, from the reputed circumstance of the Bo- 
mans taking with them, when on a march, a 
person whose business it was to carry along with 
him this species of chequered dies, or coloured 
stones, with which be paved or inlaid the plat- 
form of the commander's tent ; but this is merely 
one of the many speculative opinions that have 
been brought forward, respecting the purpose fot 
which the Roman tesselated pavementa Mien 
designed. 
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The learned Roger Gale was of opinion, that 
they were the floors of btmqueting htm»e$, or of 
some of the chief and moat elegant apartments in 
theilwelling-houses of the Romans, and were not 
confined to the floors of their generals' pavilions 
in- a camp. They might be used for the lat- 
ter; but, as none of these pavements found in 
England, seem to have been discovered within 
the limits of any camp, it is much more likely that 
.they belonged to domestic edifices. 

This seems confirmed beyond dispute, by many 
of the pavements which yet remain near Bo- 
roughbridge, in this county, at Aldburgh, the 
site of ancient Isurtum, the capital of the Bri- 
gantes. iSome of these have evidently been for 
large, and others for smaller rooms; and they 
are so distant from each other, that it must 
evince they could never have belonged to one 
tent or house. Besides, the variety of execution 
displayed by each, clearly shows they were de- 
signed and laid at diiferent periods, during a long 
series of years. Hence we may suppose they 
'were the floors of the grand apartments, chief 
rooms, or baths, in the private houses of the 
principal or most opulent class of the people; 
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as carpets are used in the present day. When 
the Romans were obliged to abandon Britain t» 
the incursions of the Barbarians, they burned and 
otherwise destroyed those beautiful buildings; 
many of which yet bear evident marks of fire. 

Not far from the tesselated pavement, formerly 
stood the church of St. Ntcholat ; but We have 
already observed, that it was joined to Trinity 
church and parish ; and as there ar« now no re- 
mains of the fabric to be seen ; we shall pass on 
to an adjoining open piece of ground, called 

TOFT GREEN. 
It was anciently called Lea Tofteg^ and had also 
the Dane of Pageant Green; most likely from 
the fraternity of Corpus Christi drawing up here, 
in order for their religious procession round the 
city. By an ordinance, still on the records of 
the city, dated 1457, it was then commanded that 
a weekly market for oxen, cows, hogs, and other 
animals, should be held on this ground ev«ry 
Friday ; but in no other part of the city or suburbs. 
And though the practice hai long been discon- 
tinued, a market for swine was held here every 
Wednesday, till very lately. This, however, has 
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also been discontinued, and a public building, 
called 

THE NEW HOUSE OF CORRECTION, 

Now occupies part of the ground. This edifice was 
designed by Mr. Peter Atkinson, of York, and 
erected by order of the magistrates of the city 
and ainsty. It was completed in 1814, under the 
joint direction of Messrs. Atkinson and Phillips, 
the architects, on whom it reflects much credit. 
Prior to this time, an oTd building on Peatoholmer 
Green, was used for the purpose of a House of 
Correction. 

This new prison is surrounded with a high 
brick wall, inclosing the several erections, nearly 
in the centre of an open and spacious area. The 
outer entrance is by a neat porter's lodge ; and 
this, with the buildings within, which are four 
in number, are chiefly formed of white bricks. 
One of these is a neat and commodious octagonal 
erection, entirely for the residence of the go- 
vernor ^ excepting a room in the second story, 
which has been very neatly fitted up as a chapel. 
The aiwent to it is by a light winding staircase- 
Here the Kev. Wm. Flower, Jun., reads prayers 
©Fcry Tuesday, and preai^hcs a sermon every 
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other Sunday ; as mentioned iu the account ot 
the iVetr Jail. 

From tliis chapel, there are doors and open gal- 
leries into the other three buildings ; evety one of 
vhich forms twodistinctprisou8;>andeach prisott 
comprises a dayroom, a work-room, and a soli- 
tary cell on- the ground floor, from which a flight 
of stone steps leads to four lodging- rooms above. 
Three of these contain one bed, and the other 
contains two beds; the four rooms opening into 
a long narrow pussagei 

The prisons are alt uniform, compriMng toge* 
ther,lwenty-four lodging- rooms, containing thirty 
beds; and eighteen rooms on the ground floor; 
with bath-room, and other conveniences. Tbey 
are thus divided, in order that each offender 
may be disposed of according to the crime com- 
mitted. To every [Prison, is a distinct yard, neatly 
flagged, with a water pipe in the centre, and a 
water closet for the convenience of the prisoners ; 
and the outer sides of the yards are well secured 
by loffy iron palisades. 

The area round those prisons, yards, &c., is 
neatly cultivated as a garden; and the appear- 
ance of the whole. Is superior to most places of 
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the kind. The prison-fees are paid out of the 
county rat«8, and though the governor's salary is 
not very considerable, yet he reigns the subject 
lord of a fair domain. 

A little beyond the House of Correction, is a 
street called 

TANNER-ROW j 
So named from having formerly been the re- 
sidence of several persons following that trade, 
and who had their tan-pits between this street 
and the city walls, nearly adjoining. 

In proceeding down Tanner- Row, the stranger 
will pass by the end of a lane on the right, lead- 
ing into Micklegate, and anciently called Gre- 
gory-Lane, on account of the parish church of 
St. Gregory having stood in it, part of the wall 
of which may yet be seen. This church was 
united to St. Martin's, as already mentioned, and 
the street is now generally nominated Sarker- 
Lane, or Baker-Lane. 

A little above this lane, in Micklegate, is a 
very excellent inn, called " The Falcon ;" the 
only one of consequence in this street. The ac- 
commodations in the house are very good, and 
the stables and out-buildings extend to the Jane 
near Toft-Green. 

VOL. ir. V. 
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A little lower down in Taaner-Bow, and on 
tfae opposite side^ w 

HEWLEY'9 HOSPITAL. 

This is a neat brick building, raised above the 
street three steps ; with wings at each end, both 
in front and behind ; whereby a small court- 
yard is formed in each. Over the front entrance 
are the arms of the donor, below which is the 
following inscription : 

" ThitHotpital muybunded and endowed by JDame 
Sarah, the relict of Sir John Hemlei/, of the city of 
York, knight, Jnno J>om. 1700. 

" Thou, OOod! hast pr^aredfor the poor— PB.ti&,^." 

The institution is for ten old women of the 
Unitarian persuasion, to be approved by the 
trustees. Every woman is allowed two rooms, 
and they originally had also six pounds each 
per annum; but by the general advance in the 
value of land, the yearly allowance is Increased 
to fifteen pounds. It is paid by the Rev. Charles 
Wellbeluved, by instalments, on the first of every 
month. 

In the court-yard behind, is a small distinct 
building, that is by them called a chapel; in 
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by a person appointed for the purpose. 

Behind this hospital are rery extensive gardens^ 
now in the occupation of Messrs. T. and J. Back-* 
house, called 

FRIARS' QARl>£l4S; 

And an historic sketch Of them itaust prove Very 
interesting. They were anciently the site of a 
Boman temple, sacred to the heathen god, Se- 
rapis, the foundation of which was discovered in 
1770, as described in [>age 217 of the first Tolume^ 
They were also in succeeding ages, the site of a 
Monastery, erected hy a Christian fraternity, 
called " Hie Friars' Preachers;" from whom 
the gardens derived the name, which they still 
retain. Those friars, being of the order of Men' 
dicants, or Begging Friars, liad no lands but the 
site uf their religious house ) which Was granted 
and confirmed to them at various times, as stated 
in the following extract from Drake's Eboracum: 
" The confirmation of their charters by king 
Edward TV., proves by inspexintua, that the site 
of their monastery was granted them by king 
Henry III. It recites that this king bestowed on 
|,hem his chapel of St. Mary Magdalene, standing 
N2 
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in a place called ittnses--3roft(0» and the ground 
about it exactly described by butments and 
boundaries, to reacb to the city walla one way, 
and the kit^^s street tbe other, for them to build 
upon, SiC. — This charter was dated at West- 
minster, the eighth of March, in the twelfth year 
of his reign, or anno 1228. 

" By another charter of inspeximus, granted 
by the same king, he gives to this priory another 
piece of ground, near the walls of tbe city, to 
inclose, for the enlargement of their site ; as also 
gives leave to dig another well for one that was 
made in it, &c. — Dated at York, September 3, iu 
the 6fty-second year of his reign, or anno 1268. 

'* King Erflward I. granted them three toftes, 
with their appurtenances, towards the enlarge- 
ment of their situation ; the statute of Mortmain 
notwithstanding — Dated at Langley, Feb. 18, in 
the twenty-sixth year of his reign, or anno dom. 
1298. The same king, by another charter, 
granted them another piece of ground, as is ex- 
pressed, contiguous to the court of their mo- 
nastery towards the wafer of Ouse ; for the en- 
largement of the said court — Dated at Stamford, 
May 1st, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, 
or anno dom. 1300. 
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« King Edward II., in the eighth year of his 
reign, granted these monks, for the sake of his 
soul, and those of bis ancestors and heirs> two 
perches of land and a half in breadth, contiguous 
to their site, of the king's measure, viz. : twenty 
feet to a perch, and fifteen perches in length, of 
that Tacant space, called i^insro^CoftCS; to in* 
close and keep to their use for ever. And be* 
cause there was a well in the same, for public 
■use, he gave tbem leave to dig another well, at 
their proper costs, in some convenient place, for 
the common use of the men of the city — Dated 
at Westminster, Nov. Id, anno 1315, 

" All these former grants, by inspeximus, were 
confirmed to this friary, by king Richard II. ; 
and because some part of their inclosure was 
broke down, without due process of law, he gives 
the friars leave to re-build and re-inclose, and 
to hold it for them and their successors for ever — 
Dated at Westminster, Nov. 24, in the fifth year 
of his reign, or anno 1382. 

*' Lastly, king Edward IV. granted and con- 
firmed all the recited charters to this monastery, 
and all and singular places and lands therein 
contained, to them and their successors for ever. — 
N3 
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Witness tbe king, at York, June 21, in the fourth 
year of bis reign, or anno 1404." 

Tbe building is entirely removed, and all that 
now remains of this institution, is a curious old 
draw-well, the one before noticed, near which is 
placed as a trougb, a Roman stone coffin. There 
was also lately found on those grounds, the seal of 
one of the superiors of tbe monastery, an account 
of which will be seen in the first vol., page St)3. 

When, or by whom this monastery was sur- 
rendered, is unknown ; but Dr. Tanner says, that 
a convent of black or Dominician friars settled 
in this city, not far from Micklegate-Bar, by tbe 
bounty of Bryan Stapleton, esq.; the site of 
whose bouse was granted 32nd of Henry VIII. to 
William Blytheman, having been surrendered 
27th ^ov. lS8e>-the 30tb of the same reign. 

Proceeding down TaHuer-Row, the stranger 
will enter North-Strept ; leaving on the left 
^orth'Street Postern, and the Ferry already 
inentioned ; and also leaving a row of new bouses^ 
opposite tlie Otise, called '* Welli«gl<f» Xiow-'* 

NORTHtSTREET, 

Owes It's name to it's situation ; apd though wt- 
TOw, 9ont9ii:$ several good houses. It runs iii ^ 
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line with Skeldergate, along tbe banks of the 
Ouse, being guarded by several exceedingly 
strong water-walls, probably the out- works of 
large buildioga, warehouses, &c., the property of 
merchants who formerly inhabited this street. 
Sir Thomas Widdrington* supposed that many 
of the rich Jewish merchants resided here ; but 
this conjecture does not appear to be confirmed 
by any connecting circumstances. 

At the entrance of North-Street from Tanner' 
Row, is 

THE CHURCH OF ALL-SAINTS; 
An ancient rectory formerly belonging to the 
priory of St. Trinity, in Micklegate, to which it 
was granted in the reign of William I., and con- 
firmed by the buil of Pope Alexander the second. 
There formerly were many chantries and obits in 
this church ; several original grants of which are 
yet preserved amongst the records of the city. 



* Sir Thomas Widdrington was recorder of this city in 
1656; and was tliat year also chosen speaker of the 
House of Commons, la this situation he wrote a His- 
tory of York i which he offered to dedicate to the corpo- 
rate body; but his offer was not received as he ex- 
pected; the corporation intimating in answer, that from bis 
N4 
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It is a neat structure, supported within by two 
rows of pillars ; by which three spacious aisles 
are formed. The principal object in this church 
worthy of the stranger's attention, is the ancient 
painted glass in the windows, which has been 
preserved with peculiar care. 

The steeple is a noble spire; and the south 
iFall of the building appears very antique ; being 
chiefly formed with grit, some Roman bricks, 
and pebbles. In this wall, is a curious inscription 
and piece of Roman sculpture, undoubtedly a 
monument of conjugal affection. It was noticed 
by Dr. Lister, who sent an account of it to the 
Royal Society. But, Drake says, " The attempts 
both by the Doctor and Mr. Horsley to read it, 
are frivolous ; there being nothing to be under- 
stood from it, except the last word, which is very 
plain and apparent conivgi. The stone is put up 
in the wall of the church, so close to a large 

exalted situation, he might have rendered the city a more 
essential service, by procuring an act to improve the na- 
vigation, or otherwise amend the trade of York. This 
answer bo much offended Sir Thomas, that he would not 
proceed with the publication ; and he carried his disgust 
BO far, as to leave a prohibition ou his successors, that it 
should never be printed. 
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buttresB;, that I imagined half of the inscription 
was hid by it ; and therefore got a workman to 
make a trial, in order to lay it all open : But 
upon search, we found the stone was broken off in 
the midst, to make way for the buttress to enter 
the wall, and bind it the firmer." 

Passing along North-Street, nothing of public 
interest will be observed, till the stranger had 
arrived at the entrance near Ouse-Bridge. Here 
stands the parish church of St. John the evan- 
gelist, commonly called 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH : 

It faces Micklegate, and the east end of it stands 
towards North-Street. In this church, lie in- 
ferred the remains of Sir Richard Yorke, of York, 
knight, mayor of the staple at Calais, and lord 
mayor of this city in 1469 and in 1482. St. John's 
church belongs to the dean and chapter of York; 
but it is no way remarkable, except by it's steeple 
having been blown down in 1551, and being never 
rebuilt. It is, however, worthy of observation^ 
that the improvements near Ouse-Bridge, have 
rendered it requisite to contract the burying- 
ground in front of this church, in order to widen 
the street ; which alteration has already been com- 
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menced, and is now in a state of considerable 
forwardness*. 

Tbe street from tbe comers of North-Street 
and Skeldergate, to tbe centre of Ouse-Bridge, 
is called 

BRIGGATE,- 
Which is the only remaining part of Micklegate- 
Ward not described. As we are thus conducted 

* A remarkable circumstance occorred bere, whilst the 
workmen were removiDg the dead from that part of the 
church-yard intended to be joined to the street. A spec- 
tator observed, that he believed one of the men was digf- 
ging near the remains of a bailiff, of the name of Spinh, 
who, between thirty and forty years ago, was shot in the 
act of arresting at his lodgings in Micklegate, Meelt 
Mt/fra, a gentleman of Kirk-Hammerloji, who soon after 
was tried, condemned, and executed at Tyburn, for the 
deed. Scarcely had the remark been made, when it was 
apparently confirmed by the man turning up a skull, iq 
which was found a bullet. This, a medical gentleman of 
York procured, and preserves as a cariosity. It has 
hoffcTcr been remarked, that the jury who sat over the 
body of Spink, saw one bullet extracted from his head ; 
heuce it is probable, Mycra had double charged tiie pistol, 
or else the skull found, must have belonged tq some otbe{ 
pergon who bad died by violcu^, 
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to Ouse-Bridge, though only half of it is in this 
ward, it seems a proper place to introduce a 
description of the whole, iritb it's several ap* 
pendages. 

OUSE^BRIDGE. 

To give a minute history of Ouse- Bridge, 
und^r all it's numerous changes, would require 
more room than can here be devoted to the pur- 
pose ; but we will however commence with it^s 
annals nearly »eeen hundred years ago. Bridges 
of stone not being built till long after the Nor- 
man conquest, we find one here constructed of 
wood, in the year 1154; when William, arch- 
bishop of York made his tirst entrance into the 
city. On this occasion, 'such multitudes of peo- 
ple crowded on the bridge to meet him, the 
timber gave way, and some of them were pre- 
cipitated into the river. 

No doubt but this injury would be immediately 
repaired with wood ; but about the year IMS, 
archbishop Walter de Grey granted a brief for 
the entire rebuilding of Ouse- Bridge, by the aid 
of charitable contributions. This erection, we 
may naturally conclude was of stone ; for LeUxMf 
fft^tes, that " in 1268, there was a peace and 
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agreement made whh John Comyn, a Scotch 
nobleman, and the dtizens of York, (mediantibus 
regibtu Angliae et Scotiae,) for a fray which had 
happened upon the bridge, and wherein several 
of the said nobleman's servants had been slain." 
The conditions were, that Comyn was to receive 
three hundred pounds, and that the citizens 
should build a Chapel on the place where the 
men had been slain, and provide two priests for 
ever to celebrate mass for tbeir souls. 

In the year 1S64, there were a severe frost, and 
a heavy fall of snow ; which, being succeeded by 
a sudden thaw, an immense swell was occasioned 
in the Ouse. This Hood drove down two arches 
of the bridge ; and twelve houses which stood on 
them were all consequently overwhelmed in the 
ruin ; twelve Uves were also lost at the same 
time. 

The bridge remained in this ruinous state for 
nearly two years ; when a sufficient sum having 
been raised to rebuild it, the present venerable 
structure was erected on the site of the old one. 
Amongst the iwntributors to this bridge. Lady 
Jane Hall, relict of Robert Hall, an alderman, 
gave by will, the sum of one hundred pounds ; to 
perpetuate the remembrance of which, a brass 
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plate was placed, by the city, on the north side 
of the bridge, with the following curious in- 
scription, in old black letter : 

QSlilUiitit Eiaiatdon lotB>mflpoc, an. oimt- isoa. 
%iS3^ %am liall lo ! Iiece t1)e tootbiS of taft^ \>ot0 0ti^t 
SS Sftifns a ^unttreb pouno t^is bcf&se Cor to ctnetD. 

This old inscription has long since disappeared ; 
and as the bridge itself will soon be superseded 
by a new one, it will no doubt be expected 
that some notice should be taken of it's dimen- 
sions, and of the buildings which hare been 
erected upon it. 

This bridge consists of 6ve arches, and is 
termed by Camden, a very noble erection ; but 
the dimensions which he gives of the principal 
arch, and which were also copied by Drake, are 
incorrect. The late ingenious and indefatigable 
Mr. Halfpenny measured it, and thus expresses 
himself: " Taking it from the spring of the arch, 
it measures eighty-one feet in width, and to the 
key-stone twenty-six feet and three inches in 
height — the soffit is sixteen feet and nine inches 
in breadth. Having divided the diameter into 
sixteen parts, and the perpendicular height of 
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the arch at each division being taken, 1 Add that 
a segment of a circle will pass through each 
point, except nearly half way between the spring 
and the crown of the arch ; a pre$8ure having 
forced the arch a little out of it's curve." The 
width of the bridge on the top» between the 
walls, is six yards, including the causeways^ 
which are very narrow. The battlements are 
rather low, and upon them are iron palisades, as 
represented in the annexed engraving : 

In addition to the carriage-way and foot-paths 
just described, were several buildings on the west 
aide of the bridge. The principal of those was 

ST. WILLIAM'S CHAPEL, 

Erected as already stated in this account. In 
confirmation of it, tlie workmen who removed the 
chapel, discovered a curious old painting against 
one of the walls, which represented the reputed 
battle on the bridge, between the servants of the 
Scotch nobleman and the citizens. At the re- 
formation, this chapel contained several cbantrieB> 
the original grants of which are slill amongst the 
records of the city. After the reformation, we 
are informed that it was converted into an Ex- 
changet where the society of Hamburgh mer- 
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chanta of York^ assembled every morning, for 
the transaction of business. Trade however, we 
lament to say, gradually decayed^ and an Ex- 
change consequently becoming unnecessary, the 
use of this place, for such a purpose, was dis- 
continued. 

In later times, this building was divided into 
several apartments, one of which became the 
great Council Chamber of the city ; a Sunday 
school was taught in another part of it ; and the 
old chapel likewise became the repository of the 
ancient records. The exchequer and .sheriffs' 
courts were also kept there ; and underneath, and 
at one end, was the city prison for felons, com- 
monly called the i^QjCOtt. At length, the deso- 
lating effects of time, occasioned the necessity 
either of taking it down, or of repairing it. Ac- 
cordingly, in the year 1810, this chapel, whicli 
might be considered as a fine specimen of English 
or Norman architecture, was removed ; though 
not before Mr. Halfpenny and Mr. Cave, both of 
whom hare published illustrations of ancient frag- 
ments in York, had each taken their respective 
drawings. The former has remarked in his 
" Fragmenta Vetusta" that the entrance into the 
chapel, with several arches, Ac, in the interior of 
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the building, were of an earlier date tbao tlie 
west end ; whence he concluded the chapel had 
been enlarged at different periods, and probably 
owed it's origin to some circumstance prior to the 
battle between the servants of the Scotch noble- 
man and the citizens. The form of the old 
chapel, bridge, &c., is faithfully exhibited, by the 
elegant and accurate copperplate representation 
given already. 

On the opposite side of the bridge, stood 
THE OLD JAIL, 

For debtors; which was built in the sixteenth 
century ; at which time another arch was added 
to the bridge, in order to strengthen the new 
erection. In 1724, this jail, and a small dwelling- 
house adjoining, were purchased of the corpo- 
ration, by a joint contribution of the city and 
ainsty. They were immediately taken down, and 
a more commodious place was built, by assess- 
ment, as a free prison for both ; and on the front 
of it was placed the following inscription : 

'■ TBIS GAOL WAS BUILT AT TBS EQUAL EXPENSE OF THE 
CITY AND AINSTYf AND T8E GROUND WHEREON IT STANDS WAS 
PURCHASED OF THE LORD MAYOR AND COMMONALTY OF THIS 
CITY, TO »E FOR EVER APPLIED TO TBAT PVSFOHE, A. D. 1724. 
THOMAS AGAR, LORD MAYOR." 
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When St. William's Chapel was remored, aod 
the New Jail completed, this prison was con- 
verted into three dwellings ; and it is occupied as 
such at present, though it will be taken down 
very soon, agreeably to the arrangements for the 
projected improvements attendant on the New 
Bridget. 

Of these improvements we now hasten to speak, 
under the general head of' 

THE NEW BRIDGE. 
Brevity however must be observed, in touching 
on this subject; for minute investigation of 
causes, and effects, would- be decidedly incom- 
patible with the design of this " Guide.'* 

The precarious state in which the Old Bridge 
bad long been considered, induced the Corpo- 

* The ttimensiODS of the present Old BridE^e are given 
■ at page 193, accordiog to the measurement of Mr. Half- 
penny ; but OH the water being drawn off, and the spaa 
of the piincipal arch measured lower than it was by Halfr 
penny, it was found to be 81 feet 9 inches ; being nine 
ini^es ivider than he calculated, tliough we shall, no 
doubt consider him perfectly correct if we estimate the 
difference in the arch, between the surface of the water and 
the bed of the river; which were the two places of 
measurement. 

VOL. II. O 



oyGooglc 



198 HISTORY OP YOmK. 

ration of York to take the subject into seriou* 
consideration, in tbe autumn of 1808; and it was 
concluded that a new bridge, or a considerable 
alteration and addition to the old one, bad be- 
come necessary. To defray the expense, a foot- 
toll was proposed by some, as one means of 
revenue ; but this being opposed, the idea was 
abandoned, on condition that eight thousand 
pounds should be raised by voluntary subscrip- 
tion ; which was soon effected. 

Tliis sum, aided by a horse and carriage toll, 
was now proposed, as sufficient to meet the re> 
qulsite charges ; an act of parliament was applied 
for ; and delegates were sent to I^ondon, to sup- 
port the interests of the bill. The design then 
beiug only to enlarge the Old Bridge on the 
noKh side, the highest calculation was, that tbe 
bridge might cost £60,000 ; that it would be 
completed in ten years, and that the toll might dis- 
charge the whole debt in twenty years. The bill 
was passed; but, on close inrestigation, it was 
discorered that a totally new erection was abso- 
lutely requisite ; and an amendment to the bill 
■was therefore procured. 

Mr. P. Atkinson was unanimously chosen by 
ihe Corporation, as architect for the New Bridge; 
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Mnd arrangements were accordingly made.— » 
Houses in the vicinity of the bridge were pur- 
chased, and taken down, and Tuesday the 27tbi 
of Ndrertiber, I8l0, was fixed upon for laying 
the foundation* stone of the structure. A grand 
procession was intended on the occasion, and 
J>repa rations Were made; but the river having 
ri^n very rapidly that morning, the design could 
not then be carried into effect. 

On Monday morning, the 10th of the following 
month, the Corporation assembled in the Guild-^ 
hall, and were joined by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Freemasons of the County of York, and 
the Union Lodge, who, preceded by a band of 
the Fourth Dragoon Guards, came from their 
Lodge-Boom in masonic form, each in their re<i 
spective robes and decorationsi About eleven 
o'clock, a signal gun was Hredj and the pro* 
cession moved in the following orderi 

Constables — Btmiers — Cit]' Rngineep^Firemen— ^and of Miuic-^fEceA lit 
Mace I Sword and Mace— Th« Lord Major and Rccotder— Cit; CounscU-Alder. 
nien — SbdifiW T*m Chtt and Lord Mijor'f Cbiqilain— Conunon ConndW 
Lord Mayot'i Porter, with Staff. 

Provindal Gmnd LoJge for tlie Caunty of Vork — Martial band of Mudcm 
five Banncn JproDiiacuMU)— Three Bbukis— Tfler, with diawn rroid^-Twa 
Gould StBWBida, with wands— Prorindal Grand Master— The H0I7 Bible— Square, 
Bod ConipasMa — The Grand Chiqilun — Two past Grand Maaters— Two ditttb-i 
T*a ditto^The Lodj;e, vdled, sujipart^ li^ ttwee bre&tefl nf the NeUon 9S )t|| 
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Nile, Bailey, uid > biotbei of the Fidelity, Leeds, vitb vuids— The Semotaild 
Juiun Gnnd WudoiB—Tlie Grand Treasurer niHt ttaS, and Secretary, villi 
tcnlL— Two lUimei»— Two Gnnd SWwaids, with inmda— Two dino. 

Tbc Union Lodgo— Union Flag— Tro Bannen— Tyler, villi drawn nnirA— 
Two Stewuda, with waud^— The Wonhipfiil MiMn^-Tlie pan Mastei^-'Ilia 
Seuioi and Jiuudt Wudens—The Tnaciuer and Secretary — Two past Maften — 
Two ditlo— Two ditto— Two Stewards, wilh wands— The Bredmn, two and tv<^~ 
Visiting BrEthno, two and two — Two Bannen — Tyler, wilh drawn sword. 

Architeel— tlerks of the Works— Master Maami— The Stimt, weighing laki 
iottt and a half, on a rylly, drawn by three boiscs — Masons, two and two — Pore- 
man of Caipentcn- Carpentos— Paianan of Whiteamilhs— Wbitesmiths— 



Wheo the procession had reached the ground, 
where the ceremony was to take place, Mr. At- 
kinson, the architect, presented to the lord mayor 
a plan, and a beautiful drawing of the intended 
bridge ; from which the design of the annexed en- 
graving has been obligingly furnished by Messrs. 
Atkinson and Phillips. After the usual forma- 
lities, his lordship proceeded to lay the stone, in 
which, he deposited the different and latest cur- 
rent coins of the present reign, with a handsome 
medal, struck in commemoration of his majesty 
having entered the 51st year of his reign. These 
were placed together in a glass vessel, and were 
covered by a brass plate, inscribed : 

" TBB FIRST STONB OF TBIS BRIDGE, WAS HID DECEMBER 
10th, IJr TUB YEAR lUDCCCX, AND IN THE FIFTY-FtBST YEAR 
OF TBE SEIQS OF CEOROE TBE THIRD, BY TBB RT. BON. OS0. 
PEACOCK, LORD MAYOR. PETER ATKINSON, ARCBITECT," 
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The lord mayor then, in a neat and brief ad- 
dress, congratulated his fellow-citizens on the 
magnitude and utility of the edifice in oonteni- 
platioD ; after which> the Rev. William Flower, 
the lord mayor's chaplain, delivered a prayer 
well suited to the occasion. 

The ceremony thus concluded,, and the pro- 
cession returned in the same order as it went — 
the Lord Mayor and Corporation retiring to the 
Guildhall, and the Freemasons to their Lodge- 
Boom. The day, however, did not end thus: 
feasting and general rejoicing were kept np till 
a very late hour. 

The purchasing of houses, commencement of 
the bridge, and various other expenses, soon in- 
curred a debt of nearly £30,000. To redeem 
sych a sum, and defray succeeding expenses by 
the bridge toll alone, would have been almost 
impossible ; it was tlierefore proposed to have a 
toll at each entrance to the city ; but tbb was 
warmly opposed, and soon relinquished. 

The rates -of the city, ainsty, and county, were 
then represented as the most proper source for 
assistance; and, after much opposition, an act of 
jparliament was ultimately procured for that pur- 
pose, by a coalition of many of the contending 
03 
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interests ; and commissioners were appointed f^ 
ftavry the measures into effect. 

Tbe act specified, that thirty thousand pound* 
khould be paid to the commissioners, by the 
Justices of the Peace for the three Ridings of the 
County, out of the county-rates; by ^ee equal 
yearly Instalments of £6000 ; tbe first of which 
should be paid on the first of December, 181^) 
find the other on the first of each succeeding De- 
cember: — the He»t-IiidinffpByiug£2787 I0«. — 
the ^orth'Kidmg £1802 10«.— and the East- 
J. idimg, £1350 ; these being the usual proportions 
Of all their county contributions, 

The commissioners have likewise the power, 
if they choose, of demanding a sixth annual sum 
or iDstalment of £6000 from the three Ridingr, 
ib the saQie proportions. The act also further 
obliges all distinct districts, not paying to a gfe- 
ueral county rate, to contribute after tbe rate of 
three-eighths of a penny in the pound, on the 
amount oi' the property in each, to be valued ac- 
rording to the last returns for the property tax, 
knd to be paid over to the commissioners yearly, 
in the manner already stated. The city and 
kuburfu, exclusive of the Liberty of St. Peter,^ 
^x^ likewise to pay apuually> for tfie same purr 
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pose, £105— the Liberty of St. Peter also £S ; 
and the Ainsty, " being part of the county of 
the city," £105 ; to be raised by two half-yearly, 
or four quarterly rates, to be continued for five or 
six years, as may be found needful. 
' Ih addition to these payments, the lord mayor 
aad commonalty of the city are also obliged to 
contribute for the same period, the annual sum of 
£400 ; besides which, after the said time shall be 
expired, the corporation must still pay to the cpm- 
Biissioners, the annual sum of £200, so long as any 
toll is continued. And the act expressly declares 
that the said toll, which at present produces about 
three thousand pounds per annum, shall re- 
main until all expenses incurred by these im- 
provements, be finally discharged, but no longer. 
It is also stated in the bridge bill last mentioned, 
that from and after the entire completion of the 
New Bridge, it shall always be kept in repair by 
the lord mayor and commonalty of the city of 
York; as belonging to the city, and not to the 
county at large. 

According to the preceding design, the bridge 

was intended to consist of three elliptical arches; 

the central one to be 75 feet, and the side arches 

each 66 feet span. The breadth was to be 41 

04 
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feet; leaving a clear space within the battlements, 
of 41 feet, viz.: 27 feet for the carriage- road, 
and 7 feet on each side for foot passengers. The 
streets adjoining, were to be considerably raised 
at the foot of the bridge, at each end, in order to 
avoid the present unsafe descents; and such 
parts of the ground cleared by the removal of 
old dwellings, as were not requisite for the en- 
largement of the bridge, were to be sold as build- 
ing ground, on certain conditions. 

Such was the original design ; and so far as . 
relates to tbe improvements of the streets, it is 
likely to be completed ; but we regret to find, 
that after numerous discussions on the subject, 
on some of which occasions, niucli pains were 
taken to show the propriety of the measure, the 
handsome and bold scale so ably designed by the 
architect, has been contracted to the following 
dimensions, viz.: the width of the bridge, from 
44 feet to 38 feet ; and, consequently, the car- 
riage road from 27 feet to 26 feet, and the foot 
paths, from 7 feet each to 5 feet each ; or evea, 
these dimensions will be reduced, should the pre- 
sent funds be found inadequate. 

It does not require much foresiglit, to pro- 
nounce, that such deviations, if persisted in, will 



oyGooglc 



THE NEW BKXDGB. 30S 

ere long be a source of regret, perhaps even to 
those who have most promoted them. The car- 
riage road will be incompetent to admit of a coach, 
on overtaking a cart or waggon, to pass before i^ 
whilst meeting a third vehicle: A circumstance 
that ought certainly to be provided for, in m 
building of this importance; which is the only 
carriage road over a river in the midst of a po- 
pulous city. The causeways also will frequently 
be found too narrow, to admit all that will hare 
to pass ; so that some foot passengers will yet hk 
obliged, as many are at .present, to walk' in tbK 
carriage way. 

There is one more alteration proposed, which, 
though it may not be so incommodious, is no 
small deterioration from the first design. Tlie 
battlement on each side is to be a plain parapet 
wall, instead of an open and elegant balustrade, 
as represented in the plate. 

Thatthose alterations will effect some reductioii 
in the expenditure, cannot be denied ; yet, in a 
work of such magnitude, and general utility, 
, which is to be provided for by the most extensive 
county in Great Britain, the deviations from the 
original plan, are much to be lamented. To 
immure the bridge with close dead walls, in lieu 
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or displaying open and elegant balustrades, will 
certainly but poorly compensate for the saving- 
derired ; whilst the contractions of the width, 
in the estiniation of many, will betray a par- 
simonious disposition, rather than evince a pru* 
dent frugality. The tout etuemble, will present 
a useful edifice, it is true, yet the reflections on 
it's completion must be mingled with regret, at 
so inferior a substitute for a much more usefVil 
slructure; and one that, bad the original plan 
been pursued, would probably have stood through 
successive centuries, a monument of the scientific 
superiority, and enlightened liberality of the age 
jn which we live. 

These remarks are made, with a hope that 
the subject may yet be re-considered ; and in 
expressing himself thus, the writer conceives he 
has only performed what is due fVom him as a 
native of the county, as an inhabitant of the city, 
and as the author of a History of York. 
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0treet* (mil ihtbUc Bnildingi, ancient and modertt, 
IptUtn Walmgate- Ward ,- including a brief Bm^ 
iorical Oetcription of each, nith occatioMd <X^ 
wervationi. 

JLjEAVING Micklegate-Wakd, already de- 
scribed, and passing over Ouse-Bridge, tikne 
stranger will enter Walmgate-Ward^ ^d wiH 
find himself in a street, called 

LOW-OtlSEQATE; 
A name, probably derived from the steep descent 
to the bridge, which will foe remedied, and from 
it's Ticiaity to the river. It is open, and contaim 
several good houses ; the principal ope is a new 
erection on the left, near the bridge, and known 
i>y the name of 

THE NEW BANK. 
There are three Banking-Houses in York, of 
which this is the junior ; having been opened but* 
few years ago. Thej^mt is Godfrey Wentworth 
Wentworth, Robert Cbaloner, Thomas Bish- 
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worth^and Co. They draw on Messrs. Wentworth 
and Co., No. 25, Threadneedle-Street, London; 
and the hours of busineBB are from nine in the 
morning, to four in the evening. 

Nearly opposite this bank, and leading to the 
Staitht, or Wkarfa, by the side of the Ouse, 
is a flight of steps, called 

THE GRECIAN STEPS. 

They are remarkable for a subterranean passage 
or recess, near the foot of them ; but the entrance 
is now walled up. Drake alludes to it very 
briefly, in the following remark : " At the east 
end of Ouse-Bridge, is a place that must not be 
omitted in this work-~it is a hole, which many 
beliere to run underground, arched as far as th^ 
minster ; but for what reason 1 never could learn. 
Indeed, I never had an opportunity to examine 
into it myself; and I bad less curiosity to do so, 
after I found amongst the city records, this re? 
mark on it — Salt-hole-greces* left ^^P^^ S*"' 
mending the arches on Ouse-brtgg.^* 

* " Greces" or " Grees," appears to be an old word 
which simply denotes steps, as we find in Bailey^ the 
meaning oflhc word C^reeistoexplwocd; and Shakspeare 
also uses " Greeze" for a flight of steps. 
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A later antiquary, to whose manuscripts 
the author of this work has had access, has re* 
marked freely on this apparent negligence of 
Mr. Drake, and adds: " I had some years ago 
the curiosity to go into it with a lantern and 
caudle, determined, if possible, to see the end 
of it. The entrance was by a door which opened 
on the steps, and led through a short passage 
into a neat square room or chapel, the walls of 
which are of faced stone, aud appear well built; 
but there is no light into it. What use this has 
originally been intended for, I cannot discover, 
' but imagine it to have been a cell for some 
begging hermit, before the reformation. It is 
called, in the city records, Salt-hoie-grees, and 
the door-stead is now walled up." 

As the entrance is still closed, and the writer 
consequently can give only the testimony of others 
respecting this singular recess, he must here con- 
clude, by remarking that the lower orders yet 
entertain an idea, that a subterranean passage 
extends hence to the minster. A little time may, 
however, determine the correctness of this idea, 
as the steps, and some of the buildings adjoining, 
will soon be removed to effect the improvements 
in contemplation at the bridge. 
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At (he foot of the Grecian Steps, commeDceif 

THE KING'S STAITH, 

A convenleat strongly walled Quay or Wharf, fo^ 

lading and unlading of goods. Being greatly 

oat of repair^ m 1774, it was raised, and also 

new pared. On the opposite side of the river, i» 

TOPHAM'3 STAITH i 

Ereeted in 1660, by Christopher Topham, thevi 

lord mayor, to which circumstance it owes it*i 

name. It was repaired in 1676, enlai^ed in 

1678, and several years afterward was rebuilt, 

for the use of tlie butter- factory ; at which tinfe, 

it^s naftie was changed to 7%^ Butier Staithi 

but it ia how almost destroyed and forgotten, and 

on this account, was omitted in the description. 

of Skeldergate. 

A little beyond the King^i Slaith, or Whcaf^ 

Are 

THE PIUARS' WALLS, 

Which exteAd in front, nearly from fhe Far 
Water-LaHe, of which notice will be taken 
hereafter, to the New Walk; and one entrance 
(o the latter is at the comer of these walls, by 
dn iron palisade gate and stone g&te-way, erected, 
as appears by an inscription over it, in the year 
1732. 
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These walls are remarkable, as boundiDg part 
of the site of the extensive and celebrated mo- 
nastery of the Friart Minors, of the order of 
St. Francis; formerly the occasional residence of 
the kings of England, and consequently the 
scene of many important events. 

On the situation of this monastery, Mr. l)rake, 
after considerable inquiry, seems to entertain a 
doubt; but even the infornuition he received, 
when duly considered, clearly proves the Friers* 
Gardens to have been the site of that ancient 
edifice. The most important parts of his facts are 
as follow : 

'* We are informed by historians, that the mo- 
nastery of the Friars Minors was usually the 
residence of our former English kings, when they 
came to York ; and, that it was noble and spa- 
cious, we are assured by Froisart, who tells us 
that Edward HI. and his mother both lodged in 
it, when the fray happened betwixt the English 
soldiers and strangers ; as relatetl in tliis work. 
We find, by this historian, that the building was 
so convenient, that each of these royal guests, 
though attended with a numerous snit of quality, 
kept court apart in it ; which must argue it a 
structure of very great extent and magnificence. 
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** By a patent of Richard 11.^ this affair of it's 
being made use of as a regal palace, is confirmed. 
That king strictly prohibits any persons from 
carrying of filth, or laying of dunghills, &c., in 
the lanes or passages, leading to this monastery; 
where, as the patent expresses, he himself, as 
well as his grandfather, useil to inhabit. Also, 
butchers and other persons, are by the same pro- 
hibited from casting into, or washing in, the river 
Ouse, any entrails of beasts, or other nastynesses, 
to the prejudice or nuisance of this monastery." 

Drake admits that the last quotation here 
l^ven, plainly proves the site of this monastery 
was on the banks of the river ; and, that in a 
patent of Edward II. being a grant to the Friars, 
** to purchase some houses contiguous to their 
monastery, for the enlargement of their courts, 
those liouses and places are said to extend from 
the middle gate of the said monastery, near the 
chancel of their church, on the back, as far as a 
lane called ^txttx^tt^ and so descending to- 
wards the water of Ouse, to the west." 

The same author, however, supposed this con-, 
dusion to be contradicted by other letters patent, 
granted to these Friars, as high as Henry III., 
by which « that prince, in his fifty-third year. 
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|i;ave licence to the Friara Midtfn of York, to 
idclose a certain diteh^ ivithin the king's domain^ 
but contiguous to their area by the east, lying be- 
twixt the said area, or court; and 3SsdU'fn:0>Stt 
for the enlai^ement of their said courti" 

Leland mentions that the Auguttine Friar* 
had a monastery^ between the tower on '* (htse- 
Rippi and Oust- Bridge i" and Drahe coneludet 
it to have been situated within the present Friar 
WiiUsf although he acknowledges that the ilfo-< 
nasticon does not notice any such establifthnieiiti 
He, however, unconsciously clears the subject by 
the following remark t "In one of the testa> 
mentary burials of Mr. Torre> Joan Trollops 
anuo 1441; leaves her body to be buried in the 
conventual church of the Friars Bi'emiies of 
8t. Augustine, in Yoth^. The term of Eremites^ 
to this order, is what I have not before met with] 
the Friars Minors were styled Eremitaei i. et 
Eremi incolae. The Eremites or Hermits, in the 
north, were corruptly called Cremitta; and there 
is an annual rent paid out of some bouses in 
Stonegate, celled Cremiti-^ Money, at this day^ 
which undoubtedly belonged to a religious Iiouie 
of these orders} for, son^e of the. poorer sort of 

TOL. II- P 



oyGooglc 



ttll HISTORY OP YORK. 

mouks being called hermits^ an liermttage dnd 
aD hospital had one and the same signification.'* 

Hence we learn, beyond a doubt, tb^t this was 
the <ite of the monastery of the Friars Minorty 
as before stattMl ; and that the latter observatioQ 
respecting the Augustine Friars, is but a mistake 
in terms and titles, both alluding to the same 
religious house. Bertergate, which seems to 
have confused Mr. Drake, has since been sup- 
posed to mean the Far Water Lame; and it is 
very evident that BaU-bridge is, by this term, 
distinguished from the Old Bail, which was built 
prior to the castle; Bail-bridge mcFely mean- 
ing the draw-bridge from the city to the pre- 
sent castle, or that connecting the latter with 
Clifford's Tower. This is rendered additionally 
clear, by the ditch which they had licence to in- 
close being within the king's domain, and con- 
sequently part of the liberties of the castle. 

About seven years since, as some .workmen were 
excavating a part of this ground, behind the house 
in Tower-Street, now occupied by W. Ellis, esq., 
they discovered thirteen skeletons, soitie of them 
placed two or three in depth, one over the other, 
and all laid in such a position, as clearly to de-s 
■lonstrate that the place had been a cemetery ,* 
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which is an additional confirmation of those 
grounds having been the site of this monastery. 

Were the preceding observations not sufficient 
to establish the fact, the writer conld bring forward 
other materials ; for he has been favoured by Mrs. 
Peckitt, the present owner of a considerable part 
of the premises, with a sight of the ancient title 
deeds; which decidedly prove that they havft 
been not only the site of religious retirement and 
devotional duties, but also of kingly residence 
and of regal splendour. 

In front of the walls, are the evident remains 
of a staith, originally belonging to this monastery, 
and which in some degree confirm the remark, that 
*' all the religious houses that laid towards tiie 
river, had each a quay or landing place of their 
.own on it.'* But the ground on which tlie mo- 
nastery itself stood, is now chiefly converted into 
gardens. 

In conclusion, we shall merely observe that in 
this monastery was a conventual church, dedi- 
cated to St. Mary ; and that the order of Friars 
Minors in England, is said to have been divided 
into seven custodies or wardships, of which this 
monastery wqs a principal one. Hence it had 
under it's jurisdiction, the friaries of Ddncastcr, 
P2 
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Scarborough, and Beverley; also Lincoln, Bo»> 
toB, and Grimsby, in Lincolnshire. 

It IB said that the friaro of this order, were the 
first who opposed the marriage of the eighth 
.Henry with Anne Bollen ; and that consequently 
they ranked foremost amongst those who felt 
bis avaricious grasp. Wm. Vavasour, doctor of 
divinity, prior or guardian of this fraternity, with 
fifteen friars and five novices* surrendered this 
house, Nov. 27fh, in the 30th of Henry VHI.; 
and Dr. Tanner writes that in the 34th year ol 
that king, the site was granted to Leonard Beck- 
with, of Selby. 

Three narrow and dirty lanes* lead from tba 
King's Staith to Castlegate. They are generally 
.called the three Water Lanes; and rm the right 
of the Far Water Lane* up a small alley, not far 
.from Friars* WallSf is a 

FREE SCHOOL, 
Founded and endowed in 179d* by 3fr. John 
Dodsworth, who abo founded the one on Bishop- 
|hill already described. The building is suffi* 
ciently lai^e for the residence of the master in 
the upper apartments ; and upderneath them is 
ihe schyol room. 
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The endowment is ten pounds per annum for 
tbe education of twenty poor children : ten of 
whom must be residents in Castlegate ; ^ve, in 
Pavement and Feter-the- Little; and the other 
^ve in Spurriergate. 

WATER LANES. 

The First Water- Leme was formerly called. 
Carr-Gate, and the Second Water-Lane was, 
anciently known by the name of Thrush- Lane ;. 
but they neither of them are remarkable, except 
for being, as before observed, dirty and extremely, 
narrow. Par Water-Lane, lately designated 
Friar-Gate, is however of more public interest ; 
being the only carriage road to the King's Sfaith. 
As tbe greater part of this lane is even too narrow 
for two carts to pass each other, and as the en- 
trance from Castlegate is very contracted, it would 
be a great public accommodation either to widen 
it, by taking down the houses on the north side, 
which are generally in bad repair, or to open a 
new road from the lower part of Low-Ousegate. 

Near the entrance to the Far Water- Lane, are 
THE FRIEXDS' MEETIXG-HOUSES. 

It is stated in a manuscript, to which Drake 
allHdes in his Bboracumj that prior to the year 
P3 
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1873^ the Society of Friends ia York, held their 
meetings at the house of Edward Nightingale, 
au eminent grocer of that persuasion, in High- 
Ousegate: but in that year, a small Meeting- 
House was erected at the entrance of Far Water 
Idute. The society, however, having consider- 
ably increased, the old erection was enlarged 
nearly one-third, about twenty years ago, and 
rendered capable of containing between three 
and four hundred people. 

Id the same yard, and adjoining to the above, 
another buildifig was erected, in I7f8, large 
enough to accommodate from 800 to 1000 per- 
sons ; intended chiefly for use at the Quarterly 
Meetings, which are held in York. This ereetion 
being found inconvenient in many respects, was 
nearly all taken down in 1 816; when a memo- 
randum was found between the wall and the 
wainscot of the gallery, wliich contained the date 
of it's erection, and the carpenter's name. It is 
remarkable, that though this memorandum had 
been deposited there nearly a century, it was 
perfect, and even tbe ink had scarcely change^ 
it's colour< 

An enlarged and more commodious erection 
W^ iinine<]iate)y commenfxd, and is jusjt com* 
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pleted. It is capable of contaioing full 1200 
person^. Several smaller apartmeots were either 
considerably improved, or added at the same time^ 
giving tbe whole an appearance of a new build- 
ing ; and combining neatness and convenience, in 
a manner that reflects much credit on Messrs. 
Watson and Pritchett, the architects. 

One of the new apartments, and which opens 
out of the principal Meeting- House, is for a 
small Library, designed to contain a general col- 
lection, lately presented to the Quarterly Meeting 
at York, of all works which have been published 
by the Society of Friends, or with their appro- 
bation; also of such as have been published in 
opposition to their principles; to which will be 
added, a few other books, principally on Theolo- 
gical subjects. 

There is one advantage attending tbe main 
building, which it may be useful to mention. The 
fiue that surrounds the centre of the interior, undef 
the floor, for the purpose of conveying warm 4ir- 
in cold weatlier> is by a very trifling addition, 
calculated to admit a supply of cold air in sum- 
mer ; by which a free circulation is produced 
from the bottom ; and the current ascending to 
the top, carries off the rarefied aif through the 
P4 
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Teotilafors and windows, and thuB iwnders the 
HeetiDg-House pleaafint, and comparatively cool> 
^ren in the extreme of Bummer. 
fhe entrance to those Meeting- Houses, U from 
CASTLEGATE. 
A narrow street, which, including Castle-Hill, 
leads from the end of Coppergate to the County 
Jail, or Castle of York. The first object of public 
interest here, is on the left or east side of th? 
street, bordering on St. Mary's church- yard, and 
is called 

THOMPSON'S HOSPITAL. 
It is a neat amal} bMildine* repaired and new 
fronted about three years ago, at which time, tb^ 
following inscription was renewed over the en- 
trance: 

" TBia BOBriTAl WAS FOVSaEP BY SIR BSSBT TBOMPSOU, 

OP UIDBLSTSORP, SOMETIME LORD MAYOR OF TBIS CITY i ANH 
PAME Anns, BIS WIFE; FfHK TEE RELIEF OF SIX FOOS MBit. 
^J»0 €BMUTl. 1700.'' 

On searching the will of the said donor, which 
is dated August 24, 1692, the writer observed 
that he was a native of York, having been bon^ 
In Coppergate ; and that he had bequeathed twa 
fmall houses to be converted into one dwellins;*, 
f>r ^ospitalj for charitable purposes; to be ^uv 
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ported out of the produce^ or rents, of certain 
freehold and copyht^d lands, which are situate 
near tbe Barracks, erected a few years since. 

The income was to be disposed of, as expressed 
in the following extract— In the endowment of 
" An hospital for six poor men, who shall be 
paid yearly out of the said rents, three pounds 
each, at two payuients in the year j or so much 
proportionably as the said rents amount clear to, 
deducting the necessary charges of keeping the 
said hospital in repair. The lord mayor, and 
three senior aldermen for the time being, to be 
supervisors and electors of the said six poor menj 
willing that choice be made of such inhabitants 
in the piCrish of St, Mary, in Castlegate, as are 
1|it objects of charity ; but, if enough such be not 
therein found, then at their discretion to choose 
elsewhere, stHl giving » preference to the said 
poor parishioners*." 

The subjects of this charity, have each of them 
two small rooms ; and the lands have so much 
fncreased in value, that they now receive, from the 

* The said ^onor alRO bequeaUied tweiity-«x shillings 
per anntiin, for ever, to be distributed in bread st Uie ad-> 
jOTDin^ ckurcb, to lb« yalue Qf sixpence j»er week. 
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original endowment, tern pomuU per annum 
each} in half-jearlj' pajmento ; and tbe property 
whence their income arises, being partly 'free- 
liold, they hare a right to vote for a coroner, aod 
for representatives of the county In parliament. 
The inhabitants of this hospital, likewise have 
tbe privilege of being supplied wHh water gratU, 
from the Waterworks of the city. 

In addition to the before- mentioned ten pounds 
per annum, the poor men at this hospital, have 
each an annuity from the interest of £200, left by 
Mr. John Girdler, a merchant of York, who died 
on the 2dth of April, 1798. The principal is 
Tested in the hands of the corporation of York; 
and one pound ten shillings, being paid yearly 
to them, from this source, their total annual 
income in money, 'is eleven pounds mtd ten 
akillings. 

Adjoining this hospital, is the parish church of 

ST. MARY, CASTLEGATE, 

.Called in ancient writings: " Ecclesia sancie 
Marie ad portam Castri" This church, con- 
sisting within of three aisles, is not a large build- 
ing of the kind ; but is adorned by a beautiful 
and very lofty spire. It was a rectory, in l$e- 
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dleties; one belonging to the patronage of the 
Percy family, earls of NortbumberUnd ; and the 
other to Uie prior and convent of Kirkbam ; but 
in the year 1400> they were united, and . became 
the gift of the Fercya solely. 

Anciently there were four chantries founded 
in this church; but even the remembreuce of 
them is now uninteresting. Here are several 
old monumental inscriptions, dated even so far 
back as the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; 
some of which are much defaced. Thoreshy, 
in the appendix to his *' Ducatus Leodtensts" 
observes that he bad in his possession, a copper- 
plate, found in making a grave in this place 
of worship ; which he says, ** had been covertly 
conveyed and fastened on the inside of the roffin 
of a priest, who was executed for the plot of 
1680," Upon the plate was inscribed: 

" S. D. Thomoi T^weng dt Beworlk* coHegii Ang^Duaeml tf- 
eerd(u, jxtit 15. anaos in Angikana mitnone traaiacloi Eboraci eotii 
drmtudut, marlyrio aff'ectui est Oct. die 93, anno Dom. 1689. Diiobwt 
fbhit twtiba* ob Crimea amtpirationit tunc temptris eallailicit maUtlmt 



■ Passing down this street, to within twenty-two 
yards of the gates or entrance to the court-yanl 

* A Tery ssdoit family at jhii viUi^. 
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of the castle, the stranger will observe the arow 
of the city^ cut in stone, and placed in the wall on 
each side of the street. They are thus placed, 
to mark the boundary of the city ; and on the 
opening of the assizes, the sherifls of York wait 
here to receive the judge, and accompany him to 
fhe GuildhaU#. 

*Mr. Drake, when writing on the sabject, makes tliis; 
obBervation : " It was not immaterial that this mark of 
distinguighing the city's liberties from the county's, was 
here set up. I find the higb-eheriflb have often laid claim 
to that part of the street, called Castle-Hill ; and have 
made arrests thereon. A remarkable instance that I have 
met with in the city's oldest register, is as follows : Anno 
regni regis Henry V. ult. 143S, Henry Preston, lord 
'msyw, WH informed ttiat Sir Halnatheus Mauleverei^ 
then high-sheriff of the county, had come, in his proper 
person, to the house of one William Hsseham, dwelling on 
Castle-Hill in this city, and had arrested one Agnes 
Parand, otherwise named Agnes Bercnats, commonly 
known to be the concubine of ths rector of Watb ; and 
had carried her prisoner into the castle. The mayor, 
much grieved at this presumption, sent messengers to the 
high-sheriff, to acquaint him ^at be had done contrary ta 
the liberties aod privileges of the city, in arresting Agn^ 
in the Bfud place, and required bim to deliver her up^ 
The bigh-shwff answered peremptorily that be would not, 
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As the visiter is thus conducted to the precincts 

of the County Jail, it may not be an improper 

deviation, from the general plan of noticing first 

all within the vails, to introtjuoe here 

YORK CASTLE. . 

In addition to being arrived at the only en* 
trance to this prison, it is, though extra parochial, 
in some measure connected with the parish we 
have just left; as the prisoners of every de- 
scription, who die a natural death in the castle, 
are usually interred in the church-yard of St. 
Mary, in Castlegate, for which one guinea U 
charged on each occasion. 

but would detiun her priBOQer, till he had certified the 
kin^ and council of the fact. However, as the record 
adds, Sir William Harriug^OD, lately high-sheri^ an ho- 
nourable person, and a friend to both parties, hearing of 
it, heing tlien in the castle, sent the mayor word, that if he 
would come dovn on the morrow, to the monastery of the 
Augusljne friars, he would bring them together, and try 
to make a good end of tliis matter. At this meeting, the 
whole atbir was talked over hetwixt them, the result of 
which was, the high-sheriff gare up the lady, and com- 
manded lier to be eoaveyed to the place from whence sh* 
was takes.*' 
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In proceeiliag to give an historical and minute 
description of the uhstle, which is situated near 
the fM>nfluence of the Ouse and Foss, we must 
revert back to the early annaU of our country; 
and doubtless, could take a retrospect so distant, 
that even in Roman history we might, trace it's 
rise, and see it's original foundations laid by im- 
perial command. 

The well-known historian of this city, and it's 
principal antiquary, alludes to another castle, 
the site of which is yet called " The Old Sayle," 
as already described : " This therefore," says he, 
*' I believe was built a solo, but probably on a 
Roman foundation, by William I., and made 
so strong, in order to keep the citizens and 
Northumbrians in awe; and to preserve his 
garrisons better tiian they were in the former. 
It continued to be in his successors' hands, 
the kings of England, and was the constant 
residence of high sheriffs of the county, during 
their sheriflTalty, for some ages after." It is 
oho here worthy of remark, tliat whilst the castle 
thus remained in the bands of the sovereign, 
it was used as a magazine, or storehouse, for hlA 
revenues in the noi'th ; and consequently there 
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wa» a. constable of the castle appointed, whow 
duty wa& solely to attend to this department. 

Wben at the summit of it*s strength and greatn- 
ness, this castle was entirely surrounded by the 
Foss; the moat of which may yet be clearly 
traced ; the building beidg thus rendered in- 
accessible, except by two draw-bridges. The 
principal gate, or entrance from the county, was 
on the east side, near the " Caatle-Milh ;" and 
there was a smaller one from the city, on the . 
north side. 

, The latter gate was rebuilt many years agq^ 
and is now tjie only entrance. A small arch, 
under the walls in front of it, where the arms of 
the city are placed, yet shows the spot wherQ 
the ancient. draw- bridge was erected ; whilst tb« 
bridge, gate, towers, and sallyport op the eastern 
side, have all been entirely cleared away. 

The remains of the towers and ttie sallyport, 
were removed about twelve years ago ; at which 
time, the moat on that side of the,, castle^ 
which .had formerly been supplied, with .water 
from the Foss, was tilled up ; and. a wall was 
built^ surmounted with iron, palisades, in Hcu of 
it. The sallyport and towers, however, pre- 
sented a rery interesting and picturesque api 
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pearanc^ — a representation of tlieuo Is tbereforv 
given below, as tbey stood at the period just> 
mentioned. 



To return to the castle itself, we must next 
remark, that in the reign of Richard the third, 
this fortress was found so much out of order, 
that it vfHs Considered requisite to Very (naterially 
repair, and in part, to rebuild it. Lelandt 
tiowever, in the tinte of Henry the eighth, found 
it in a very ruinous condition, and observes:: 
" The area of this castle i« no very great qnan- 
titie — ther be five' ruinous tours in it/' And Sir 
Thomas Widdrington, in his manuscript, saysf 
*< That part of the. castle which remams of the 
old foundation, appears to be only the gate-house 
to the old building, by the proportion of the- 
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gates yet showing tbems^lres on the east side, 
towards Fishergate- Postern, where the great door 
is walled up, aod where the main building of the 
castle was, as is manifest by the foundations of 
walls all over the said place, if it be tried witl^ 
the spade or hack.** 

Hence we learn, that the several erections 
which at present stand within the walls of the 
court-yard, are modem, and bare been built at 
various times, though very possibly, some of them 
upon Roman foundations. It therefore becumea 
requisite we should enter the yard, in order to 
present an historical sketch of each. 

The entrance is by folding doors and a porter*a 
lodge, from Castlegate ; and the walls are eleven 
'hundred yards in circumference, inclosing a plea- 
sant and open area of about one acre, with a 
large grass plot in the centre, and a gravel walk 
entirely round it. The whole of the buildings, 
the area, and outer walls, cover nearly four 
acres ; but the present state of this prison, 
cannot be more correctly described, than by a 
quotation from the celebrated Dr. Smollett's 
*' Humphry' Clinker." That writer, after visit-^ 
ing York, about the year 1768, says: "The 
castle, which wa^ heretofore a fortress, is aow 

TOL. II, Q 
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converted into a prison, and it the be»t in em 
retpectty I ever taw, at home or abroad. It 
stands on a high situation, extremely well venti-^ 
lated ; and has a spacious area, within the walls, 
for the health and convenience of all the prisoaers, 
except those whom it is necessary to secure in 
. close confinement. Even these last have all the 
comforts that the nature of their utuation can 
admit. Here also the asfwes are held, in a range 
of buildings erected for, that purpose." 

The buildings are three in number, occupying 
three sides of the yard. The Batilica^ or County 
Hail, stands on the right of the entrance. This 
part of the castle, built at the expense of the 
county, in 1673, and rebuilt by tbe same means 
.in 1777, is a superb erection of the Ionic order^ 
on* hundred and fifty feet in length, and forty- 
five in breadth. The entrance into it, is by a 
portico of six columns, thirty feet in height; over . 
which are placed the king's arms, an elegant 
statue of justice, and other emblematic figures. 
Here the business of various courts is transacted 
throughout . the year, and the assizes for the 
county are held in March, and July or the be- 
ginning of August. For these occasions, there is 
a court st the south end, for the trial of criminal 
•ffenders ; and, at the north end, is one for nisi 
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priita, or civil causes. The interior height of 
the walls is about thirty feet, and each court Is 
tieafly thirty feet sijuare, beihg crdwned with a 
ddme, ten feet high, supported by twelve Co- 
rinthian columns. Each of them aho is provided 
With the usual accommodations for gentlemen of 
the law; and other official characters ; and with 
Convenient galleries, for' spectatbrS. 

Adjoining those courts are handsome roOm^, 
fitted up foi* the use of the Grand and Petit 
Juries, the Council, &c. J arid tn the room oc- 
cupied by the Grand. Jtlry, is a small library Of 
law books, and a manuscript list of all the High 
Sheriffs of Yorkshire, tVith the dates of the years 
In which they served t!ie oflBce, from William the 
Conqueror to the present time> 

Near the Grand Jury's Room, is the place for 
the execution of .criminals^ where a temporary 
scaffolding is erected for thb purpose. Felons 
condemned to die, having formerly undergone 
the sentence of the law at Tyburu, Out of Mick- 
legate-Bar, the present place of execution is 
called the New Drop. It was preftared in 1802, 
and on the 28th of Aiigustj that year, was first 
used for the awful sacrilice of human life to 
offended lawst 

Q2 
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Belund the Grand Jury'» Room, the remains 
of a Roman wall were discovered, in ISOS or 1806, 
by workmen who were preparing to erect the 
wall which now meets the eye of the observer, 
and which was built upon this old foundation. 
A block of free stone, inscribed ** fitibitati," in 
Nwman characters, was also found at the same 
time, whilst the men were digging a drain. !t 
was supposed to have been a boundary stone, 
placed there in the reign of William the Con- 
queror ; and it may now be seen in the cathedral^ 
where it was immediately deposited, amongst the 
monuments. 

The second building which claims our atten- 
tion, is nearly opposite to tlie entrance into the 
yard ; and is the prison for debtors and felons, 
comprising also the governor's apartments and 
the chapel. It has two projecting wings, which, 
with iron palisades in front, form an airing yard 
for the felons. A handsome turret surmounts 
the centre of the edifice; with a clock and belL 
The ancient towers of the old castle which stood 
on the {lite of this building, became a county 
prison after it was dismantled of a garrison ; but 
being very ruinous, they were taken down in 
1701; and the present noble edifice was imme- 
diately commenced, though not completed tilt 
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the year 1705. The expense of the whole was 
defrayed by a fax of threepence in the pound, on 
all landsj Sec, in the county of York, leried by 
the authority of an act of parliament. 

The RIGHT wiNo of this building, isoccupied 
by debtors and the goTernor. The entrance is ' 
by a double It^ht of stone step's, on the top of- 
which is a door that leads into a long passage. 
The first door in this passage, on the right, opens 
into the governor's sitting rooin ; and the under 
jaileY occupies the room on 'the left. In this 
latter roonij is a large closet or recess, in which 
the dieadly weapons, heavy chains, '&e., of the 
most notofious offenders, are exhibited. On this 
fioor, besides the jailers' rooms, are eight others- 
for debtors, each sixteen feet square, by twelve 
#eet high ; and above those, are twelve rooms for 
common-side debtors, which are all free wards,' 
airy and wholesome, the passage being through 
lofty and spacious galleries. 

On the ground floor of ^ts wing, are the 
kitchens and other offices pf Mr. Wm. Staveley, 
the governor ; who has a stated salary of seveA 
hundred pounds per annum, besides the fees for 
prisoners, which are very considerable. Those 
for felons ^nd crown prisoners as formerly, are 
Q3 
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»fiU continued, and pow paid out of the county 
r«tes. He ia also allowed one akHlittff per mile, 
fqr the (^tiiT^jance of all prisouen. 

The fees fqr debtor^, were yery lately, on going , 
ilftp the jail, three thilfi^gs ft^d /purpeticg — (>n 
(lisctiarge, figh^ akiUrngs and figfytpence; be- 
sides ivhipl), tt)e nnder-fheriff (lepiaod^ from eficl^ 
debtor ^rc thUli^a Qitdfo^rpet^e, if djycbarged 
1^ th^ plainti^; but if by sup^pB^vaa, aerm 
s^iOi^gft (fnd eigh^pe^ce. ^r^ry flebt^f is also 
qbtigett to giye 9. b^sbel of coals .apd 9 bag of 
turf, to tbe nmni wbtcb be inhabits^ The county 
does pot provide t^d^b^ts M'itb eitber b^steadi 
Ije^dipg, ox even straw ; ftnfl the ^^btor who bas 
^ rooip to bipiself, pfiys fof bedfling anfl furpiture,, 
ikreepettfg per day-r-if a single bed apiongst 
qther debtors, ^wppenfe per 4ay-Tr^ntl, if twQ 
sle^p ill tbe same bed, ot^e p^MJf each: 

Adjoiniiig tbp right vring, are \hfi Jelona*- 
apartmentSt with the pourt-yarfl ip front, alreadj; 
inentjoped as formfd ^ the \wp wi^s. Tl^ di- 
mensions of tbe yard ^re ^fty-four fp^t Ijy fprty-i 
^ve, a^d itt^o it,- ii ^ d^s^pt of five step^ It u^ 
separated from th^ general are^, by 11 double roiv 
pf iron palisades^, inclosing a sufficiept space be- 
tween tbemj tp prevent all comgiu^ifatip^ ^'1^ 
•trangers* 
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This precaution is but of modern institutioB, 
and was occasioned by repeated attempts of the 
felons and others to escape. On Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 27th, 1761, one of tbose attempts was made 
by 121 French prisoners, who were then confined 
in the castle. Some of them cut away the iron 
bars of the windows, during the night ; and before 
any discorery, twenty of them escaped over the 
walls, by means of a rope, and though six were 
afterwards secured, the remaining fourteen were 
never more heard of. 

A still more serious occurrence of the same 
kind, took place on Tuesday the 9th of April, 
176^. About seven o'clock in the evening, whilst 
the under-jailer and turnkey were locking the 
felons in their cells, they were seized by the 
latter, and after much struggling, the felons suc- 
ceeded in forcing them into a cell, in taking the 
keys from them, and in securing them there. They 
then hastened to the porter's lodge, demanded 
the k^s of the outer gates from the porter, and^ 
on his refusal, knocked him down, and treated 
him in a very brutal manner. Mr. Wharton, the 
governor, was also secured by the felons ; but aii 
alarm being girea to the debtors, they rescued 
him, and proceeded to the lodge, which had bees 
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entered by three of the felons, who had faateaed 
the doors, and were scuffling with the porter and 
his wife for the keys. One of the debtors, how- 
ever, entered by the window, and the felons tb^ 
opened the doors, and retreated within the grates, 
where they were all secured. The under- jailer's 
leg was broken, and many of the parties were 
severely bruised. The debtors, who thus pre- 
. Tented the escape of about tweo^ desperate 
villains, were rewarded by a general subscriptitm 
in the city. Several other, though less important 
attempts have also been made, even so late as 
within the last few years. 

The day room for men felons, is twenty-four 
feet by about fifteen, and contains a fire-place^ 
There are two galleries in proceeding from this 
Toom, in which are nineteen sleeping cells, well 
ventilated,, nearly six feet square, with lofty 
arched roofs, iind doors of oak wood, A passage 
leads out of the felons' court-yard tq the chapel, 
and contains eight airy and dry slewing cells, 
nine feet long by six feet broad ; and another 
passage from the yard, also contains five sleeping 
cells, There are two solitary cells, and three 
condenined cells: one room eptirely devoted to 
<»>|ideniued prisoners, is (ailed " ¥t^^^iJPw% 



oyGooglc 



WALHGATE-WARD. S87 

bw i'* it it eighteen feet square^ is snffiaeBtly 
light to enable it's miserable inhabitants to reul; 
and possesses a convenient fire-place. Every 
cell in this building, is provided by the county^ 
with an iron bedstead, a flock bed, and ru^j oa 
each of which beds, two felons generally sleep. 

At the west' eiul of the jail, is a small semi- 
circular court-yard, with a day-room, for trans- 
ports. They are capable of accommodating 
twenty prisoners. Tlie allowance to the felons, 
is as follows: Criminals for trial, tiave every 
morning a loaf of fair wheaten breed, weighing a! 
pound and a half; and they have also sixpenct 
paid to them every Saturday, to purchase po- 
tatoes, or any other article of food. Transports 
convicted at the castle of York, have the king's 
allowance oi hay-a-croum per week— om« ahil' 
liug of which is given in bread, and e^htem^ 
pe^ce in money ; but transports from any of the 
Quarter Sessions have only two ahUUngt per 
week, y\%. : half in bread, and the other half in 
money, contributed by that Riding of the county 
from which they were committed. Every person 
who enters this jail as a prisoner, in a ragged or 
dirt}' condition, is immediately washed clean, and 
js provided by the county with decent clothing. 
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The prisoners are all well supplied vitb hard 
and soft water ; and ihe clerk to the tmagi$traie» 
regulates the weight of the prisoners' bread, 
which is delivered to them in ninepenm/ loaves. 
This office was lately occupied by Mr. John 
Wataon, deceased, whose salary was twenty 
guineas per annum ; but ^e present clerk to the 
justices is David Russell, esquire, and the salary 
has been very considerably augmented. 

The CHAPSL, which is in the left wing, next 
deserves our attention. The ascmt to it is by a 
handsome, double flight of stone steps, which are 
uniform with those of the right wmg ; and the 
chapel, which w well calculated for the purpose- 
of religious worship, is so constructed, that each 
prisoner knows bis own proper seat. The women 
sit upon forms in the area, and in front of the 
pulpit. ' The convicts, felons for trial, and prl- 
•oners for misdemeanours, nearly encircle the 
ehapel, on seats close to the wall ; and there is a 
gallery, which is occupied by the keepers, by 
debtors, and by occasional visitors. A seatop- 
poute to that of the keepers, is devoted to those 
prisoners who are under sentence of death. The 
office of clerk is performed by one of the debtors, 
who receive a recompense of sitepmee-yet we^ 
from the dean and chapter. 
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The clergynien who attend this chapel, are the 
Ber. WiUiam Richardson, and the Rev. George 
^row-u. The latter reads prayers on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Friday mornings ; and also reads 
prayers and a sermon oi) the morning of Suitday, 
all the yesr round. He likewise attends, twice 
a day, the criminals ordered to suffer death. For 
this, Mr. B. formerly received a trifling salary* 
and one guinea each for all convicts left for ex* 
ecution ; but that custom has been abolished, and 
his incesne does Bot now depend upon the num- 
ber of criminals ; for he has at present, from the 
^unty, a certain salary of one linqdred pounds 
per annum, 

Mr. Richardson reads prayers and a sermon, 
every Thursday morning- The sacrament is also 
adminiiriered thrioe in the year. The salary 
which Mp. R. receives, is £2S 15s. Od. ; being a 
legacy left for this purpose, in 1634 ; qnd as the 
writing of endowment is a very remarkable one, 
an extract IVom it is here given ; 

" 16th JannHf," <16S4) ■' lOlh Chules L p/uneat Hodgitm, D. H cloa- 
cdlof of &tt cithidnl dmrcb «f Yoik, bj hia deed of that date, after a 
U^ dcnn, out of hia cmninJinMioB and pity to the anils of meh pdw 
thca woe, OF Aould be in the CHtle of York, to provide that tbey, ] 
■ftenrudt, mi|^t be loiCructol in the knowledge of God, to their cten 
fadb^lncpi, shkb be hoped wold be, bypnnidinguaiegodljr&iii 
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pmAoef God'amnd, toprridiiailodiaDin tlWNidaide, «riudil7n«m 
of thnt impriwDmeat, thejr were hindeied cbewhfK toitan ■BdmiegBtdthal 
Hk?iarf (NeDc) " then Isle aidibidiop of York, did tictsee, tr lUow, Out 
goillf pRseben G>r em themfter, toiglit be aDmnd to pieuli there to &tt 
pnpMc; ilihovt^ tbete «ttiw oknidi oi dupd: Gnat* to Jdw SMt, D. Dt 
the then deu, *nd to Gwige BtMihc^ie, D. D., nd Urn; WickbMn, B, D. 
prebend lendenliariei of the cmthcdnl of York, s jonlj iCBMhnge «f Mir^ 
fimait, bnnng out of ■ mMnugc at BempUn, ili** BoitoiMipaD-ibB-WanUs, 
in the county of Tork; andilneDtaf thadn^rndtUiMif Btm^tsn, iHm 
Benton and Xenhim, (panel of Ibe pnnfninni of the late maiasteij at Biid> 
Ut^ton) and all ihc landi and tenemeota of the Giantn, in BoctptM, aGa* 
BcDtoD and Neinhua ; pajablc half-fculy, at Wliitauntide and HartinmaB, at 
Hatby'i Tomi, in flie cadicdn] dnmh i^ Yotkt with the usnal claosa gf 
eomi<i«^«nar, and diitnai i«i deikiiltof pqtnuaih In finaN, to [kj fwMjjF-jEDc 
pounii pel anniiin, panel of the Mid lliiriy founit, to nch msiirter cs p^ilta 
of God't word, accotcling to the true itligion then otabHahed in the chmch of 
Enghod. M thould be nominated and appointed bjr the GractoT i and after Ua 
death, by the dean and chapter of the cathedral «f Yoifc, loprmh neMf, in As 
caalle of York, to the prisonera there for the time bdng ; inch miairteT pnack. 
iDg there once every week thnrnghont the year, except only in the aoiie weeksi 
and at such timn, by reaion of any inftditnii or othetwiae, as he ihall be dit. 
peoicd with by the Grants, daring hia lib, or the dean n>d diapta itfler baa 
death. And to Ae intoit that^ prax A, rendoe of the f<Uf^ pondt, duNiU 
be dutriboted weekly, b^ two ihUSngt ■ week, in bread, amoagn the poors 
sort of the priioDera upon the seiman daja, to ludi of them ai iluMiId be preaent 
at die nid aeUDQiu : hopitig and deeiriag tbat mne odiera would attend to dm 
poaa and charitable work ; and in timeinoeaielhealloiwceandBlipaid; aij| 
that the work might be acceptable to God, and piofilahle and comlbrtable (a 
many distretsed and poor ■ouk." 

Thus it appears ihe rent-charge on tbe pro* 
perty devoted to this purpose, is £30 per annuni], 
out oX whicb> the deduction of five pouoda> tp en* 
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courage the prUonerft to attend the religious 
.service^ leaves hut £2S. The land-tax on this 
Aum, is twenty-five shillings ; and henee ^e re- 
ceipt of the chaplain, as before stated, is but 
£23 iSs. Od. per annum. Several other chari- 
table donations and contributions have, at various 
times, been given, to purchase bread, coals, S^.» 
for the prisoners ; but they are trifling, and there- 
fore are scarcely worth enumeration. 

The only building which now remains to be 
noticed, is the one on the left of the entrance. 
The approach to it is by a flight of five stone 
steps, leading to four Ionic pillars, twenty-six 
feet six inches in height, supporting a portico, 
similar in appearance to that of the court-house 
on the opposite side of the area. This building 
was erected lu the year 1780*, to supply several 



* On Saturday the eighth of July in this year (1780) 
as some niea were clearing away a quantity of rubbish 
behind the court-house, they found a human skeleton, 
Itud aboat a yard distant from the wall, widi the leg- 
bones inclosed with do%Ale iront. The intelligcait reader 
may recollect (hat Eugene Aram, who was tried on the 
third of August, 1738, for the murder of Daniel ,Clark, 
alluded, in his admirably ingenious defence, to the suddeiL 
■9iid unaccountable ^apjtearance, in June, 1757, of a. 
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-kccomniodaiions, which were thought requisite 
by the county magistrates ; but considerable ad^ 
ditions were made to it in 1803> under the di<- 
rection of Mn Atkinaon^ the architect. Thb 
whole now extends in length one hundred and 
fifty feet ; and the wing next the porter's lodg^, 
contains on the ground floor, offices for the clerk 
of assize, for the depositing of records, &c. ; ber- 
hind which there is a day-room, twenty-four feet 
by fifteen, for prisoners charged with misdemea- 
nours. In it is a lire-place, with benches, &c.; 
and the room is well lighted, and Opens into ft 
^court-yard, forty feet wide I^ titenty-four in 
.depth. There are also four sleeping cells on the 
'ground floor of this wing. The first and second 
.stories of it have each a day-room, with sleeping 
cells and accommodations as below^ 

fetoD named William Thompson. It is now fully belieTcd, 
fliat tilts' was the ^eleton of TbomptoD ; and that in at? 
.tempting to escape, he had got opoD the top of tlie oM 
coart-hoMset by the assistance of 8- ladder which stood 
tiiere, and Id the desceirt, had either been killed with the 
ftll, or had so serieualy injured himself, as to linger out a, 
protracted and most miserable existence. Either suppo- 
dtion is probable, for as nothing but nettles and bigtk 
weeds grew on the ground where he fell, it was seldova or 
never resorted to by human beings. 



oyGooglc 



WAXUGATB-WARO. 94S 

The other wing of the building is general^ 
Appropriated to fenu^ fehn*. The day-room 
on the ground floor here» i> also conveniently 
fitted up, and opens into a spacious yard, con- 
taining a frash-bouK and other requisites. There 
are likewise six sleeping cells, the smallest of 
which is twelve feet long by ten broad. On the 
first story is a day-room, with the same number 
of cells, and a flight of stone steps leading from 
(he day-room, into a court-yard, fifty feet by 
twenty-aeven. 

On the second or attic storjr, are two rooms 
with a warm and cold bath, an adjoining dressing- 
room, and patent water-closets, used entirely for 
the sick ; and consequently to be considered as 
constituting the Infirmary or HoapHal of the 
castle. Mr. Champney regularly attends as the 
surgeon, and there not being any stated salary, 
he is allowed to charge for his attendance and 
medicines. The roof of this part of the building 
is flat, and covered with lead, to the extent of 
ibrty-five feet by twenty-fire; and is so con- 
structed for the purpose of admitting conva- 
lescents to take the air ; the edge being secured 
by iron palisades, five feet in height. All the 
prisoners in this wing have flock beds^ blanket^ 
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' rugs, and wooden bedsteads ; the latter of whicb 
.are iatended shortly to be substituted by iron 
<Hie8} the same as in the other part of the castle. 

Jn the centre and some other parts of this 
building, the debtors are confined during the 
period when the assizes or any public meetings 
are holding within the walls ; though at all other 
"times, they have full liberty to enjoy the fine 
.air and exercise which the open area of the castle 
is abundantly capable of aflTording. 

Id viewing the stones that form the walls of 
the castle, marks of fire are seen on many of 
tbem ; and Mr. Drake observes that lai^ quan- 
tities of stone, of this description, were brought 
to York from the ruins of Isurium. 

There is no employment provided by the 
county for persons in this prison ; but Mr. Staveley 
is very active in procuring it for shoemakers, 
weavers, wool-coinbera, tailors, and other men 
accustomed to similar employments ; and when 
work of this kind cannot be met with, the pri- 
soners are taught to make laces, garters, purses, 
&c., which articles they expose for sale in the 
castle-yard, and thereby render themselves more 
comfortable than they otherwise would be, under 
ihe unhappy circumstances of their confiaement. 
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Mr. Howard, the celebrated philanthropist^ 
who will ever shine la the page of history, as aa 
ornament to human nature, visited most of the 
prisons in Europe, with the god-like intention of 
courting the acquaintance of the distressed, in 
order to relieve their sufferings^ This great 
man arrived in York, in the August race-week 
of 1787, on his return from the north ; and 
during his stay here, visited the castle. The 
opinion of such a man is of much importance ; 
and though this jail was not then in so admirable a 
state.as at present, he bestowed many handsome 
encomiums upon it; and frankly declared, after 
all his experience, that this was the beat- regulated 
prison he had ever seen< 

The author cannot close this account, without 
aeknowleilging the obligation he is under to it's 
governor, and also to Jonathan Gray, esquire^ 
of this city, for their polite assistance whilst 
he was eoUecfing the information here com- 
municatedi 

It is highly gratifying to be able to report so 

favorably of this excellent prison, which is the 

receptacle for malefactors and debtors of one of 

' the most extensive, and most populous counties 

in the kingdom ; yet, it might betray some want 

vot. 11. B 
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•f candoar, or an ignoratice of passing etenis, 
Mot to admit> that tke exertroiis of the benevolent 
Howard h»ve excited improvements in some 
ether prisons, irbich render them saperior evev 
to York castle. Amongst these, it is but justice 
to enumerate the prisons at New- York aifd Pbi- 
htdelpbia, in North America; the Maison d€ 
WotcBy at Cihent, in Flanders ; also Warwick 
jail, and the Penitentiary, near the Metropolis, 
in our own country. 

One amot^ the leading features which constitute 
the superiority of roost of tliese places of confine- 
ment, is provision for the employment of all 
elasses, under regulations, which have a natural 
tendency to induce habits of order and industry, 
and that without resorting to any degrading 
punishment. This is no visionary scheme — no 
theoretical opinion ; it has been reduced to 
practice ; and the happiest results have suc- 
ceeded. Goiitrary to the customary experience 
of our jails, prisoners have been liberated under 
indabitable eridence of being reformed — and 
even with characters retrieved; and what is 
still more, without any inducement to return to 
their former vices. Regular accounts are kept 
of all earnings and expenses; and at Ghent, 
»ne-^ird—Bi Philadelphia, one-half , of the over- 
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plus or profit is reserved for the prisoner, and 
paid to him when he is discharged ; so that by this 
means> he is enriched with the knowledge of a 
^rade, and also with a little fund, the produce of 
his own industry, to guard him from the tempta- 
tions of extreme poverty, and to shield him from 
the desperation of despair. 

In the Maison de Force, at Ghent, nothing 
lilce fetters, or chains, are seen throughout the 
whole of the prison. These arrangements, it must 
be allowed^ are admirably calculated to produce 
that reformation of manners, and that strict mo- 
rality, which should be the great objects de- 
signed by the institution of all laws, in the moral 
government of the world. 

The benefits resulting from the system of ju- 
risprudence connected with some of these prisons, 
may be painted even in more glowing colours ; 
for more than one instance has resulted from their 
codes of regulations, in which the advantages 
of reform from criminal vices, have appeared 
in culprits, who would otherwise have been con- 
signed to an untimely death, by the hand of Che 
executioner, as is too often the case in our own 
country. What heart that can '* feel another's 
wo/' but must rejoice at such an event!!! 
R2 
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Various are the wise regulations which harft 
beeo adopted, to produce these correspondiog 
benefits; I 
must be I 
lately prin 
the prisoni 
worthy the 
persons, w 
of prisons* 

Nearly a' 
eyidently t! 
which stani 
called 

CLIFFORD'S TOWER. 

This mount and ruin, which are a great oma- 
nient to the city, exactly fx>rrespond with JBail- 
mU, on the opposite side of the river. Drake 
supposes that the mound oil which the ruins of 
the " keep of the castle" a t 

up by the Romans ; and tl 
ing on it during their r / 

• They may be procured of ( ;, 

Mr. Alexander, Bookseller, Ca 

stantlj keeps a collection of books and b-acts on bene.- 
\olent and philanthropic subjecto. 
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though it might be rebuilt by the Conqueror. 
And Dr. King, in his " Munimenta Antiqua," 
■upposes that this tower was one of the castles 
mentioned in *' Stow^s Annais,^ as built by 
William the Conqueror, in' 1068. The doctor, 
in conSrmation of his opinion also says: ** for 
Norman castles were built on high artificial 
moundS) and nearly covered the whole area of 
the summit. The castles built by the Saxons, 
were on high mounds^ or ancient barrows, and 
had a great plain or areq surrounding them.'' 

It has already been observed, that the old 
fortress, the site of which is occupied by the 
present prison, was formerly encompassed with 
a moat, supplied with water from the river Foss. 
It is also equally certain, that award's Tower 
was surrounded in the same manner ; and it ap- 
pears that though it was the keep of the castle, 
it was totally distinct ; the moat having com- 
pletely separated them. The entrance to the 
tower, however, was from the castle, by means 
of a draw-bridge, and a flight of steps on the 
side of the mount. These steps were remaining 
till within the last few years, when they were 
repioved.to repair the wall near the spot. Tb$ 
B3 
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place whiefa they occupied, 19 yet clearly marked 
by a row of hazel nut-trees on each side of it. 

Opposite to the site of these steps, are the eri- 
dent remains of a door- way, in the old wall of the 
castle-yard, now walled up. The bottom of thip 
door-way being about three feet above the pre- 
^nt level of the castle-yard, the writer was iu> 
duced to inquire the cause; and was informed 
that the ground on that side has, within the fast 
half-century, been lowered equal to such a dif- 
ference. The arch of this doorway, on the inner 
aide, next the tower, has lately been tastefully 
converted info an arbour, adorned with mantling 
ivy ; and in front f it is a gravel walk, shaded 
by the luxuriant foliage of han^^ing trees and 
.shrubs, and ornamented with two stone pedestals, 
each with a small figure placed upon it. 

This fortress derived it's name from the cir- 
cumstance of one of the noble family of Clifibr^ 
having been appointed the first goverqor of i^ 
by the Conqueror ; and Sir Thos. Widdringitm 
remarks, that the lords Clifford were very ai^- 
ciently called Casteleyns, Wardens, or K^effier$ 
of the tower. This family have repefttedly 
claimed a right of carrying the city's sword befiore 
the king, when he visited York ; but the ground 
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of it appears to be ifnaccountalilte ; as the lor4 
mayor certaiply eaanot have aoy superior witliiii 
the walls of ^e city, except the king hiniBeU', 
or the presumptive heir to the British crbwn. 

The tower, draw-hri*ige, &c., haying ftjlea rery 
much into decay, it was found requisite for them 
to undergo a complete repair, at the commeacef 
ment of the civil wars of Charles the first. Of 
this improvement, Drake speaks in the following 
terms : '* By the direction of Henry, then earl of 
Cumberland, lord-lieutenant of the northern 
parts, and governor of York, tfiis tower was re- 
paired ; a considerable additional square build- 
ing put to it, on that side next the castle, on 
which, over the gate, in stone work, are placed 
ihe royal arms, and tboae of the Clifford*, viz. : 
eheqaee and a Cess, ensigeed with an earl's co- 
ronet, supported by two wiveros, with this motto — 
Himrmais." This tower was strengtheBed with 
a drawi-bridge, de^ moat, aud palisades; and 
on the top was constructed a platform, on whidi 
were mounted, two demy culverins and a saker. 
A garrison was also appointed to defend it. 

Sir Francis Cobb, colonel, was made gover- 
nor ; who, with his lieuteaant-colonel, majors 
.and Qa(^ips, had tlieir lodgings there, during 
R4 
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fhe M^e of York^ anno 1644. After the sur? 
fender of the city, to the parliament's generals^ 
lfor|c was diamantled of all it's garrison, except 
Ihis tower ; of which Thomas Dickenson, then 
Iprd mayor, was made governor. 

In contirmation of this fortress being continued 
p garrison, the writer tinds the following record 
on the Journals of the House of Commons, dated 
February ^tt, l«ie i " Resolved that Clifford's 
Tower (York) be kept a garrison with three 
fcorejoot io it.'^ We are also informed that in 
1660, it was guarded by eleven pieces of ordf- 
fiance, one gunner, one mate, and two mat- 
froaseM, 

Oi) the restoration of Charles the second, the 
government of this tower was ponfided to Sir 
John Beresby, anno 1603. It was, bow^Tei, 
t>lown up the fallowing year ; and the circum* 
stance is thus related, in an old manuscript diapy 
pf those times, to which the author has had 
licqessi ", About ten o'clock on the night of 
St, George's day, April 23d, I6(j4, happened ft 
|nost dreadful tire within the tower called Clif- 
ford'^ Tower, which consumed to ashes all the 
interior thereof, leaving standing only th^ out- 
phell of the walls of the towerj without otbec 
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barm to the city, save one man slain by the fall 
of a piece of timber, blown up by the force of 
the flames, or rather by some powder thereiq. 
It was generally thought a wilful act, the soldiers 
not suffering the citizens to enter till it was 
too late ; and what mad^ it more suspicious 
was, that the gunner had got out all his goods 
before it was discovered." That this fower was 
intentionally destroyed, is very probable, not 
pnly from the circumstances Just enumerated, 
but also from this garrison being highly offensive 
to the citizens; who so decidedly evinced their 
opinion, as commonly to give, " 7%€ demolishing 
qf the minced pie," at that time, as a toast. In 
the city. 

Prior to this tower being blown up, it's ap- 
pearance was as represented in the «mall wooif 
engraving below. 



Having now finished the history, we must next 
give a description of it's present state. 
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The entrance is through the modern square 
tower, mentioned by Drake ; and orer the door 
are the Clifford's arms, already described. On 
the left of the eotrauce, are the remains of 
a winding staircase, formerly leading to a chapel, 
that will be noticed hereafter. Beyond this 
staircase was the original entrance, of which the 
remains of a ruined archway may still be seen. 
IVithin these ruins, is yet standing a small Gothic 
arch; and near it may be traced the grooves of a 
port-cullia, and other requisites for security. 

Entering the area of the ground floor, a feeling 
of veneration strikes the mind, whilst the wild 
and sublime songs of Ossian, which descrUw the 
effects of time, as evinced in the ivy-bound wall 
and the falling tower, are brought to our remem- 
brance by the surrounding scene; and thus is 
roused within us that association of ideas, united 
with tender sensibility, which has been elegantly 
termed a pleasing melancholy. The ground, 
long traversed by warriors of old, and the scene 
of former revelry, surrounded by all the pomp 
and pride of war, is now covered with the green 
carpet of nature, formed of luxuriant weeds and 
shrubs; from the midst of which, a large and 
beautiful walniM tree, rears it's nsgsstic head. 
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whose jspreading branches not only supply a shade 
below, but riising above the lofty walls of the 
tower, contribute additional beauty to the ve- 
nerable ruin. 

To the right of the entrance is a wiading stone 
staircase; and there are in different parts, the 
evident remains of several more, which led to tlie 
upper stories, tiear this staircase, is a deep 
draw-well of eycelleiit water, wliich Drake says 
■was " phoaked up," at the time when he wrote, 
but which is now open, and is not less than fifty 
or sixty feet in depth. It has a wooden frame 
round the top, and a roller for drawing water, but 
no rope ; here is also a stone cistern, that has been 
termed a coffin, but which evinces no appear- 
ance of being designed for that purpose. 

Proceeding round the interior of the ground 
floor^ several recesses will be observed in the wall, 
which have been designed for various purposes, 
at present unknown. The writer just alluded 
to has likewise remarked, that " here was also a 
dungeon so dark, as not to admit a ray of light." 
In what part this dungeon was, or whether there 
really ever was any such thing connected with 
this building, is at present very doubtful, there 
not being any visible remains either of a dun- 
geon, or of the entrance to one. It is certainly 
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probable that there might be a place of this kind ; 
and it is true, that a fruitful imaginatiou is ever 
ready to picture a dungeon as the natural ac- 
companiment of a fortified tower, whilst con- 
jecture will as naturally place it in the hill on 
which the ruin stands; but the mind that quits 
the path of reasonable certainty, to pursue the 
phantoms which flutter in the wilderness of lux- 
uriant imagination, will find it has entered on an 
endless employment, and has embarked op a 
boundless ocean. 

Quitting the ground floor, the walls of which 
are ten feet thick, and ascending by a flight of 
gtope steps on the left, within the original en- 
trance, the stranger will soon arrive at a small 
room in the square modern tower ; over which, a 
yet more modern tiled roof still remains. This 
room was formerly used as a chapel, but has 
jBtnce been converted into a pigeon-cote by some 
person, whose want of taste has suffered the, 
ancient Gothic arches and windows of the chapel, 
to be defaced or nearly hid, by the erection of 
ponderous brick pigeon holes, for the accommo- 
dation of those domesticated birds. 

Ascending the same staircase, a few steps 
higher, a door-way will be observed, which for« 
T^crly wfis the entrance to tlie Gx^t story of %\tfi 
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toost ancient part of the tovrer. This is evident 
by marks in the walls, where the beams rested 
which once supported the floor ; and more par- 
- ticutarly, by the remains of recesses in various 
parts of the walls on the same level. One of 
those, is still nearly entire ; and the writer having 
with much difficulty climbed into it, is able to 
give a minute description of the interior. 

It is nearly opposite the entrance to the tower, 
is about six feet square, and nine feet in heiglit ; 
and has had two doors, one at each side, with a 
window or open niche towards the city. There 
are yet remaining narrow shelves of oak wood, 
which leave no doubt of it's being originally de- 
signed aa a store-room ; though it seems, in 
modern times, to have been used as a dove-cote, 
or to have been frequented by the birds of 
night. 

Returning to the steps which lead to the first 
story, and proceeding thence to the top of the 
tower, the wall is sufficiently broad to walk 
upon, all round, to the opposite side of the 
square tower. From this eminence, the eye 
will be gratified with most interesting scenery. 
Whilst the city, with it's public buildings, 
and the fields beyond it, present themselves 
en one side; the diversified prospects on the 
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other, embrace the rivers Ouse and Foss, vinding 
near the New Walk, whose fine row of trees, 
gives additional interest to the scene. Imme- 
diately below, the county prison and yard appear 
to the best advantage ; and the distant' landscape 
is enriched by country seats and gtber interest- 
ing objects, within a space which the eye can 
contemplate with ease, though bounded by the 
lofty Wolds. Tliough th is view is not so extensive 
as that from the cathedral; yet the eminence 
not being so high, the objects which it presents, 
are discerned with more pleasing eflfect. 

Descending by a flight of winding steps, at (be 
opposite side of the entrance to the one men- 
tioned in the ascent, and proceeding to the ex- 
terior of the tower, the stranger will be gratified 
irith a neat and broad grass lawn, forming a walk 
round the foot of the building. In passing 
round, will be seen a very curious specimen of 
ancient architecture, supposed to have been a 
stall, brought from one of the dilapidated churches 
in the city. It was placed here as a garden chair. 
Besides being fluted, and otherwise singularly 
carved, it has a curiously ornamented canopy. 
The weather, however, seems to have had greet 
effect upon it ; and this relic of ancient times 
lately fell, in shattered fragmei^ts ; though with so 
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little iigury, that it may be re-erect«d wifhouf 
iniich expense. 

The sides of the artificial mount, on which the 
bnlMing stands, are planted with trees and shrubs ; 
and the moat which formerly surrounded it, is 
now so filled up, that the entire space, about 
three acres, forma one garden ; which is taste- 
fully laid out, and kept in excellent order. 

The whole property is held, with other lands 
near the city, by grant from James the first, to 
£abington and Dif^eld; and the words of the 
grant are *' totam illam peciam terrae nostram 
scituat.jacent. et existent, in citif. noat. Bbor, 
tocai, award's Tower." The present owner 
is Samuel Wilks Waud, esquire, of Camblesforth, 
near Selby ; and it is now occupied by Mrs. 
Worsley, relict of the Rev. — Worrfey, of Stone- 
grave, in this county ; who politely allows her 
servant to show the ruin to strangers. 

On the north side of the tower is a street, lead- 
ing. from Castlegate to the Postern, and which was 
formerly called " Castlegate-Postent-lMnef* 
but having within a few years been much im- 
proved, it is now termed 

TOWER-STREET. 

It is bordering on the site of the Augustine 
Priory, already described. Before the last im- 
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provementsj there was a row of buildingd^, tat 
the side next the tower, and also a rope-walk^ 
between the street and tlie moat which encom- 
passed the hill ; but the latter has been filled 
up, and the rope- walk and buildings having beea 
removed, there now is only a plain wall, erected 
to inclose and protect the premises. 

The upper part of Tower-Street, near Castle- 
gate, being quite open to the meridian sun, whose 
rays are reflected from the white wells of tbo 
tower to the opposite side of this street ; the heat, 
on a summer's day, is so intense, between the 
hours of one and three, that the causeway, under 
the wall, has thence been termed *' The York 
JVest Indies.*'' 

Beturning up Castlegate^ fo ]Vessgaie> the 
stranger will pass by the end of 
COPPERQATE/ 

This street, which is very coafined, leads from 
Castlegate to Pavement. It contains two Coa)« 
IQon Carriers' Warehouses, whence goods are 
Conveyed to most parts of the kingdom, and 
which are more particularly described under the^ 
general head of " Coaches and Carriers." 

In this street, one of the York Newgpapera, 
of which there are thiee, is published. It is en* 
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-tMed ** The York Chroiticie,*^ anJ wat first com- 
■menced by Mr. C. Etherington, a bookseller, ip 
York, oa Friday, Dec. 18, 1T72; beiog tUea a 
quarto, containing four leaves. It coiiMiiued to 
ibe published oq Fridays, from that time tiU tiie 
establishment of Mail Coaches, during whidi 
-period, tlie pn^rietor was obliged every week 
Ao send an express -for intelligence, to Gran- 
•ibam ; but after this national convenience was 
established, the day of publication was changed to 
Thursday, which still 'continues. The original 
proprietor, through an act of indiscretion, -be* 
coming a bankrupt, this paper, which has always 
been in the Tory interest, fell into other hands. 
It was soon altered frqm quarto to four pages 
(plio ; and It is now, and has longbeen, the sole 
property of Mr. 'William Blanchard, a very 
j^spectable native of the city. 

There is also in Coppergate, a good inn, caljed 
« The White fiorae;^* where will be found com- 
fortable Bccommodations. 

NESSOATE, 

Pei^Fe*. it's n^pie frftfp tjte {§axwr-tthe word Xejfa 
impjlying a proj^ctif^p, ftr Jtfl exalted situatjffn. 
Xt is p^rygt)?)e ttiat (his .9ljr^t, ,K*>I<!** '* T^ 
VOL. J}. S 
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short, and leads from CasUegftte to Higb-OusQ- 
gate and Low-Ousegate, correspond* in Baoie and 
situation, as it stands on rising ground* It was 
formerly bo very narrow, that two, carriages 
could not pass each other in.it;- but -a general 
subscription aqoongst the citJaens. was raised* 
in 1767, for the purpose of improvipg it. The. 
sum thus collected was so great, as to enable tUe 
subscribers to take, down all the houses on the 
north-east side, and to rebuild. theqi several feet 
further back.; by which tjie strfxt .w^.. rendered - 
open and convenient. 

S PUR UI ERG ATE, 

Is situate opposite Nessgate, and extends to the 
entrance ,into Jubbergafe. It .adjoin^. Coney- 
Stre^, and owes it's present name ..to the <;ir-:.. 
cumstance of having h^n formerly inhabited tjy 
SpnrrierB. ■ It however appears, by the.Church- 
wardens' b«!pks belonging to St. Hiphaers pwish, 
that more than two hundred years.i^go, it wys 
called " lAUle Coney-Street" At that period, 
it must have been only a narrow dirty lane; 
for We iiiid that'in 1769^ half of the hooses near 
the entrance from Ousegate, on the' north-east' 
side, were taken down, andrdbuilt-so far back, 
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US to make the street twice it's original width ; 
tlie expense of this improvenient was likewise 
defrayed li^ a general subscription, to which 
the directors of the assembly-rooms contributed 
JE370. 

At the corner of this street, and facing Low^ 
Ousegate, stands the old church of St. Michael, 
an ancient rectory^ given by William the Con^ 
queror to St Mary's Abbeys under the patronage 
of which rellgiAua house, it remained till the 
dissolution. It does not contain any monumental 
inscriptions of particular interest, but has a very 
antique appearance. The west end is almost 
wholly built with grit stone, comprising some 
blocks of a very large size. 

There is a fool road or passage, called^ <$/* 
IHichaeFg LanCj" leading from Spurriergate, ' 
half round this church, into LowOusegate ; and 
the houses which Ibrmerly stood near the corner^ 
from the great number of bones dug up here, at 
various times, seem to have been built on part of 
the ancient church-yard. In 173d, a large hou;^ 
at the corner, next to the church, was taken down 
and rebuilt, to imprbve the entrance into the street ; 
and i^as occupied as a banking-house l;ty M^ssrs^ , 
Baper, Swann, and Co., till within fiye or six 
S2 



oy Go Ogle 



9M wtmtiY or tokk* 

ma* taken donot to Make room for the ivpioFe- 
waeatM omataatfiated w tbe ereption «f ttw New 
Bridge. 

Previous to the first of ^ese alteratioas, «idi 
me»e t\te prajgetiam of the haines, m every 
atm'>'» 4hat (mm tbe upper wiadovs, .it is saidi 
t«ro {tenon*, in opposite tl«re)Uags» anight vhake 
hantlt tMTom the atreet. 

JUiturpiug fip Spurriergate, ithe «inH^|er wiU 
enter 

HIGH-QU^EQATE. 

f!\\ia is f mel\ ^uilt .pptl open 4(reiBt ; «nd on 
the lefi;, nearly ^pposit^ t}ie church ^f AH-)Saint«, 
is the old established t^i^king-faouse of Wihtmt 
Twe*dgf and fVil^ou. They d|rav on J^essrs. 
Sir Wm. Cvriia, Rob^rt^ sntj pifrtis. No. IS, 
I^omb^rfl-'Street, I^odop ; f^nd their tts^a)l)oun ' 
of l>M*iii|SH *Te the samp «# the other houses, 
from tfineia the mocnimg to four in the evening. 

Ttro n^iTQW Janes or alley*, -oae of which is. 
called *' P^te'if-Hmd-Allt'^j" -lead fnini High- 
OttMeg^te^.toa. street generally termed 

PBTER-XANE LITTLE : 
It is exireniely con6ned, and very short, ending 
^t Jubbergate, which not being in Walmgafe- 
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Ward, most at pr«s»fit he |M«ed by. P«ti^ 
idrie in 8o eulIedjCrcMtt m vbureh having lAtaoer^ 
«lood«n the east mOc ofit, de4ica<e4 to>St. Peter;, 
stnl for tbe sake' ef disthKtiooi,- c^led " Eerieaia 
S, Beiri Parva^' or Ki. Fetent^ the Lillle^ U 
^as> aH> anei«itt rcetoi^y ini4e^ the pateonag^s of 
the prior and convent of I>u«baai ; but having 
fatieir a a&«iilif» to the dtstractive events «ihieh,. 
at various times, bare hiid waste this cil^ ; the 
ehorch, tegi^ther «itfa t^ paf ish a«d aU appar- 
teteuce^ was united to Ali-Sninls^ iu the Pave> 
i»ent> ia the yeir I S»S, 

Tbe#e feiuwtly wm a titae, near ^he Hifdilie oC 
IMS sf reet> whieh rari into the Grtat Shamble* ; 
hmt, sajs a late wr^r, " it wa»stopp«d up, about 
. the bf^^innu^ of the retgn of qveett EUzabetb;: 
■ml, o» the 29th of Jaaoasy, the abteeBth of 
Elizabeth, by ord^r of the mayor aad cowmenalty^ 
it was divided into pa««ris, for tweKe t^tcmentd 
ailjoining ity the occupiers whereof, wc^e to pay 
eaeh a small yearly rent fo^ ev«r, to Hm corpo- 
rAtioa, aud kee|» it clear of lyth, tx.** 

PAVEMENT, 

Adjoint High-Ousegate, in a direct line ; and is 
in general, a well built, pleasant, and airy street. 
S3 
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Whence it derived the name, isdoubtful-; hutwe 
may, with some degree of certainty, consider It a 
token of the ancient and original superiority of 
this street,' over others, of the city ^ for to de- 
signate one street f' The Petvemeni" must na- 
turally imply that the others were not paved at 
the time this name was given ; and we. do not 
find that it has borne any other, for time im* 
memorial. 

In the open area pf this street, a market is 
held for the sale of all sorts of grain, wild fowls, 
sea-fish, poultry, butter, eggs, herbs, and va-r 
pious other articles. The corn market is well 
supplied, and is an excellent' one for oats in 
particular, great quantities being brought from 
all the neighboqring towns and villages. Thb 
inspector of the .corn market, ascertains the 
average prices of grain sold each week, of which 
he presents a statement to ttie lord mayor, and 
his lordship is thereby enabled to regulate the 
pri<% of bread in. the city. . For forwarding a 
similar account to the general cprn- inspector in 
London, the officer at York receives Hve shillings 
each letter, making a total yearly salary of 
thirteen pounds^ 
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It does not appear that this street was Brst 
used as a market-pUce, by any official regu- 
lation; butwelindthatinieTl.Mr.Marmaduke 
Bawden, a merchant of London, who was bom 
in this city, amongst other benefactions to his 
Mlire place, devoted four hundred pounds to 
the erection of a Cross, at the end of All-Saints' 
(jhurch, for the accommodation of the public 
It was a small square building, with a dome, 
ascended into by winding stairs, and supported 
by twelve pillars «f the Ionic order. About the 
^me time, some houses which stood at the end of 
<he church, were purchased and taken down, in 
<)rder to enlarge the market-place ; and arch- 
bishop Sterne, for the same purpose, gave leave 
, (or the north-side of the church-yard to be 

contracted* 

The following year, the corporation raised the 
cross higher, and phiced a turret and vane on 
the top of it. The expense of this alteration, 
amounted to one hundred pounds, and the ap- 
pearance of the building was greatly improved. 
Thus the cross stood till the month of January, 
1813, when it was considered as unnecessary, 
and was accordingly taken down, and the ma- 
terials were sold by auction. 



S4 
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ALL-HAbLOV^S CHURCB^ 

' CtmmoMiy (iaUitt ALi-Suirfi, VAftutnlf 

Stands parti; in High-'Ousegate, btif flie pYimci^' 
{iart in PaVeAifent. By Art «M gratit tor the abCwy 
ol' Fountain^, the reitW of thi« cburch fe «fffled 
" Rei'torecctegieommwHsiHu'iont^mVteffdta." 
This cburch it a very ahcient Mtittate, and 
Drake observer, tbat the north side Af it is alflnosi' 
wholly built out of the ^ains at EstfRAcAH ; 
indeed the body of the cfatircb> ftntf p&rt of the 
•teeple, are of very anti(]fue dppeiimrce ; bttt thte 
etiitice is chiefly rettiarkable for a ilrore i^odc^ 
erectioii on the old steeple, of eic|uisit« CMhPifr 
architeetare. It ift light, airyj and elegant, of an 
(Jcfangular form, bating a Gothic wiifdoff, withoaf 
glass, on each side ; lind the top is adbrned with 
corresponding pinnacles, forming together aJMolsf' 
ifitei'esting And beautiful appearance. 

The writef just allflded to, says; "thitttiftt^ 
is finished lanterCf vrise ; atid traditldd tells Us, 
that Anciently a Isi'ge Utttp hting iA ft, #hicb 
was liglited in th^ nigbf time, ki « tttttrh fttt 
travellers to aitn fit, in tbefr fnfssage oref tht 
immense forest of Galtre* ta the city-*-fbere i« 
still the hdtfk at pally, on ^bkb fbe lamp hung 
in the steeple.*' 
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VarioiM (^ittions have been ei>tei4uQed' te- 
tfecting the teaterti tow&r ; . but sone of titam 
whicb Ibe' mrthor iHur stett, af»j>ear to be witb- 
oM 4>l:>jeetie«it In tbe waU of it is a gt&ve- 
stm^t 01^ wbieb )s mie Af thMe crosses that 
-were ekiefly tonftiied- to- the tonb steues- of tbe 
clergf ; but were not in' use till about or after 
ike time of the eroisMlesy which termiaated in 
the fbttrteeaMk oefitHpf. As none but an olil 
gMve-BtoAe freftld be likely to be placed is 
meb ft sttoatiotf, it xoay henee be ooifcluded that 
the laiiter» is not more than four bundre^t j%am 
old ; and with such a supposition, it*s present 
state of |)ires^vation perfeet^y acc}(»d% 

The generally received opinion, of it's havinfe 
Wen ^signed te guide to the ehy the benighted 
traVeUei%4 wlio were wandering on- the extensive 
forest of Gdltres, is highly probable ; for, though 
this vast tracts fvhich onee extended nesfly twenty 
miles, had probably beiA> Hmeh' redoced before 
tbiv tefrer wds built j yety the modepn- state of the 
eoMfttifyt adts»l»» strong presumption^ that even 
nnce^ ^e fteriod thu» airb^gned for it*s erection, 
& vet'y large extent oi the forest remained waste 
hitidf ■» as te rendw such an object most de- 
sirable and essential. 
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The lantern placed on the top 'of tbe main 
tower of the minster^ is of too modem a date, to 
interfere with the original design of this elegant 
structure, as that was not built till tbe year 1666, 
and was intended as a beacon,' in case^of inrarion. 

In conBrmation of the received opinion respect- 
ing the lantern tower ofPavement church, there 
are yet to be seen across tbe windows, iron han 
that appear to hare been designed for supporting 
the glass ; in addition to wbichy the hook or pnlly 
mentioned before, as intended for suspending 
tbe light, is certainly a very strong presumptive 
proof. 

Many similar instances of care for tbe way- 
worn traveller, might be adduced in erections of 
this nature, besides tbe practice which is still 
continued in some parts of this county, of ringing 
the parish belU the evening before the market- 
day — a custom, the origin of which is very evi- 
dent, though not generally known. 

Tbe entrance to AUSainis, is by a descent 
of a few steps, the street bavin^been raised since 
theerection of tbe building. It consists of three 
aisles, and is very neat and convenient within. 
The church is an ancient rectory, and before tbe 
conc[ueBt, belonged to the prior and coHvent of 
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Ehirbaai. At the- reforiBati0«,<'k was seized by 
the crown. Here are several very old monu^ 
mental inscriptions, seme of which are dated more 
than four hundred years agp.. ■ 

-The chancel -being much out of repair, was In 
February, 1762, wholly taken down, and the 
ground on whieK it stood, was dcyoted to en- 
large the. market-plwie ; -in consequence of 
which, the corporation contributed cme hundred 

. poundfr towards rebuilding the east wall. The 
If hole fabric - underwent .a thorough repair at 
the safne time. Part p/ .the present burying- 
ground of this church, was formerly occupied as 

- a herb and fish market, as appears by th^ Xol- 
lowing extract from an ancient manuscript of a 
¥ork -antrquflry, now in the writer's possession: 
f'.The Herb Market was in a square, surrounded 
with small sbopst 'adjoining to All-Hallows' 
church-yard, built in 1712, where some Jiouses 
had been burpt down. In this place was also 
kept a Fish Market, for- some years. But, in 
the year 1783, the parish procured.this from the 
^rporatioo ;. and taking down all .the iitlle shops 
and the wall, laid the whole to th« church-yard, 
to enlarge -their burying-ground. This was al- 
iQwed- by^'the corporate body., ,in re(;urq fof the 
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grtnmd added to the tireet^ by tbe removal rf 
ihe cfaaoeel." 

Notice bu alRluly bee» tokeB mt one of the 
tliree New$paper9 printed i» Ifevk 3 ttkd nearly 
opposite this cbwcfay is tbe office of aseiher. It 
is called ** TriE York HcitArLDy aao Gsmbrai. 
Adtkrtisbr ;** and wa» first j^blisbed •» Sa- 
iorday^ tbe second of JMmaryy 1190, by H'ftbeii, 
Sptnet, amd Mamnttm. Tbe latter partner, 
to^eTer, soon had tbe whole transferred ttf bin- 
«elf ; and it was eontioued in Ibe Wb^ biMrest, 
by Mr. Jo9eph Mmtinunt, till tbe iStb a£ Oc- 
tober, 17M} ou wbkb day it wa» prkvted by 
Mr. Akxwukr BarikoUmam. He canthHied 
pr^rietor of it till 181 1, when he died, and was 
SMceeeded by J^praee a»d DeiyMa»i bnt thin 
firtn was not of loi^ cantinuanse; valfeaa tA- 
tentioDs took place, wid new partneite were ad> 
nhted, till in Jaly. 1813, it beeaiM the sole 
property of Hargrovt, 6awtb«rpi amti.CaU, 
who are the present preprietevs, Jt is published 
OA tbe lUMfnin^ of Saturday^ the KHwket-doy, 
and has a very extensire circnl ot ien, pattirnlarly 
■mmgst tbe geBtkraea of tbe ttf rl 

A little below All-SaM>' cbirrefa, ob tbe op- 
^t« side *f Ihe street,, k tbe " WUI0 Smmt," 
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•• ttxneBeftt iaa, «aid iiareUen* faouie; aad . 
vboiit 3W y*>d« further dswa the Uaee^ on the 
Mfiae «ule* i« a r«ad^ frjr suffiemice, froaa the 
l^ai'Oinettt iiit« JPot^gfiAe,«aUed *< Ztwi^ Pfiofcti^* 
YardJ'^ At ihe iwnter ttf Jthe tSikambleMt ** ^^ 
parish chMrcb at 

ST- CAUX, AK HOtY CROSS, 
Vulgarly called iCroiue C!6iircA, and Mippmed 
to have beea bwU in 1424; as a conmusimi, 
dated September the sixtb, ia that year, was di- 
rected'ta Williaia, bishop of Droaiose, cooibmo4- 
iag hlin to dedicate this baildiag. It was given 
fay Nigell Possard, lord of Doaoaster, 4o our JSt. 
Mary's Abbey, aod contributed the sain of tweaty 
ahiUii^ aamially tp that Tcligioas bouse. 

This church is reaaapkable Jor it's handsoaw 
aquare steeple of brick, oraaBieated with a smaH 
domeatthe top. Thesteeple waserected in 1697, 
t^iefly mi the expense of the parish, exoept some 
jfew ivoluntary contributions, augaiented by the 
liberality of archbishop Sharp; but much of 
:lhe beauty of -this steeple is kut, 4)y hav^iog the 
appearance of leaning 4Mnsiderably pn oae side. 

There is in the choir, a large, curious, and 
once ulegant DMnancDt of Sir Robert Walter, 
lcai^t,>tirwe lord uia^r, who died May 12,1612; 
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with the ^gies of bitnseU, his wife, and tlirea 
clitlJreii; and ornamented with seveHtl other 
figures, someof very singular appearance. There ~ 
are likewise various monumental inscriptions, ' 
including that of Sir Tankard Roluhsonj bart., 
and several men who were of eminence ; ~ but, 
the most remarkable personage reputed to have 
been interred in this church, is Su* Tho^uHf 
Herbert, a celebrated traveller, and ingenious 
author, the son of Christopher Herbert, and 
grandson- of Thomas Herbert, merchant and 
alderman of York. 

The writer has, with others, examined all th^ 
monumental inscriptions, but he cannot find any 
remains of one to the memory of Sir T; Herbert^ 
he therefore must conclude, that Hr. Drake was 
either incorrect in asserting that he was here in- 
terred, or that the usual record to h!s memory 
has been removed. A«, however; he was a native 
of the ciiy, further notice should be taicenof his 
life and character. 

Mr. Herbert, afterwards Sir Thomas, was dnring 
some of his younger days, at Jesus C<dlege, Ox- 
ford,- whence he proceeded -to Trinity College, 
.Cambridge, where having finished his studicHi, the 
earl of Pembroke, his near relative, 'provided 
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him, ID 1626, with mooey to take an extensive 
tour for improvemeat, his lordship intendiDg to 
procure. him all the advancement in life within 
the range of his exalted rank. The youtbfiil 
traveller, thus supplied and encouraged, pur- 
sued his course through various parts of Afridt 
and Asia, in search of intellectual treasures; after 
which, he Httufned to the land of his nativity, 
and was invited by the earl of Pembroke, to dine 
with hia,. the day after his arrival, at Baynard's 
Castle, in London. Flushed with delusive hopes, 
and anticnpating joys never to berealized, he ac- 
cepted the invitation; but inscrutable are the 
ways of Providence, and mysterious is the path 
which human nature often has to tread. Tluit 
night hia noble patron suddenly passed from time 
into eternity f. and- thus did the band of death, 
blast all his fond expectations. 

Soon after this mournful event, he again left 
England, and visited several parts of Europe. 
On his return, he married ; and settling in his 
native country, passed his time in literary pur- 
suits. In' 1634, he published an account in folio, 
of his travels In Africa and Asia, especially in the 
Persian dominions, and in several parts of India 
and the oriental islands; a work of considerable 
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juenf, Asd wbidfa pus944b«)ugh B&roral «ditioB«; 
file £MUtli-of .vrliidi, -prMted a4 Loaion, in ]677, 
'folior with plates, tsat tb« preseutdajr, raokeil 
Mnooffit moaitce and'Bakufale w*i4c8. 

.In tbe civil vara of CtiaHiss the Aralt, 'he ad- 
:lienQd to the £«use of -pa>lj4iiDeat ; and was evea 
jui .acting comiDltsioner, :in the anngr, .wkh fiir 
ThottftB lEair&x. AA 'the treaty of Holdenby, 
in .1619, vhea jseveral of the king's neiiial at- 
^tenda|[lts acew ^diacharged by prder of 4he ooBi- 
miwiouers of the parliament, Mr. iHerfa^st was 
placed near the royal person : and, in this situ- 
atiou -became a-convert to his cause, and served 
4be king with ^reat fidelity, to-tiie moment of -his 
aajesty^s death. He also wrote an historical ac- 
count of the last two years of -tlje life of ^ChiirtM 
,the iirst, which be entitled ** ^ifmodia Caro- 
Ima" 

On ihe restoration of -Charles the second, Mr. 
Herbert, was createda'baronet, as a reward ^ for 
his services, by the name of Sir Thomas ;Herbevt, 
of Xiptero, in Monmoutlishire ; wfiere he -had w 
estate. He lived highly respected, and died in , 
York, iu 1«S1, in the 76th year of his age. 

The church of St. >CfuK is bounded on tba 
Korib by a narrow passa^, leading ;fFom the 
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Shambles to Whipmawhopmagaie^ and on the 
south, formerly was part of the parish burying- 
ground, extending to a row of houses, the whole 
length of the church ; and forming a very nar- 
row and inconvenient lane, generally inhabited 
by Hosiers, and consequently called 

HOSIER-LANE. 

Those dwellings built on the church-yard, and 
which fronted the houses that are yet standing on 
the south side of the church, were purchased by the 
corporation, about the year 1771, to improve the 
street. They were accordingly taken down, the 
cellars Blled up, and the ground on which they 
stood, together with the remainder of the church- 
yard on that side, was added to the street; abroad 
causeway of flag stones being, at the same time, 
laid in front of the church. Theburying-ground 
on the north side was parcelled out to those who 
had houses adjoining, and a sum of money was 
raised by that means, with which the parishioners 
purchased a piece of ground in Hungate, far 
more decent and suitable, for the purpose of 
interment. 

VOL. II, T 
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The next object of notice in Walmgate- 
Ward, is 

FOSSGATE ; 
A long narrow street, extending from the Pave- 
ment to FoaS' Bridge. It was formerly remark- 
able for being the market for sea-fish ; but that 
article is now chiefly exposed for sale in Pave- 
ment, and Thursday- Market, now called Samp- 
son's- Square. 

Proceeding down Fossgate, Newcombe's Ge- 
neral Carriers' Warehouses will be observed on 
the right ; but as they are noticed with the other 
similar establishments, we shall proceed to the 

MERCHANTS'-HALL, 

Or, Gilda Mercatorum of York, which is the 
property of a numerous, respectable, and affluent 
body of men, termed " The JUerchanta' Com- 
pany" originally established in this city, at a 
very early period, to encourage the trade of York, 
which was then considerable. This company 
has, however, survived all the fluctuations end 
.final decline of the foreign commerce of this city, 
but it's funds having been extended by several 
considerable donations, it yet confers many prj- 
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vile|!^ on the members, whose engagements are 
nov chiefly respecting domestic regulations*. 

The hall is situated on the right side of the 
street, is of great antiquity, and is stated by 
tradition to have been built out of the remains of 
a religious houset called " Trinity Chapel;'* 
which stood here in the earliest ages of Christ!'- 
anity. A piece of ground behind the building, and 
now occupied as a garden, is supposed to hare 
been used as the place of interment, and evinces by . 
corroborating circumstances, the correctness of 
the supposition ; for in digging it over, at various 
periods, quantities of human bones have been 
thrown up. 

The outer entrance to the Merchants^-Hall^ 
from Fossgate, is by an old stone arch-way, over 

* There is also a very ancient Company of Merchants 
in York, distinct from the one here mentioned. It is 
called, " The Company of Hang Merchants i" and it's 
members being free of the five Mans 'Towns, enjoy many 
valuable privileges on importation of goods thence. The 
fiffecls of the late war have, however, for several year*, 
prevented the usual intercourse betneen the original com^^ 
bany abroad, and it's minor aoeieties in this country. 
Which are but three )n number, viz : one each ia London^ 
York, and Bristol ; but it is hoped ^hat peace will reaejr 
the friendly connexion. T 8 
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irhicb are fo be seen the corroded arms of mer- 
chants of the staple, too imperfect for minute 
•description. Passiug through this door-way into 
a small yard, the entrance to the upper and prin- 
cipal story of the building, is by a flight of stone 
steps, at the top of which, a short passage leads 
to the rooms occupied by the Merchants' com- 
'pany. On each side of this passage or landing, 
are small rooms, originally intended for the im- 
mediate purposes of the company ; but at present 
they are let, as are also two below, one on each 
aide the steps, to poor families. 

Entering a second door> there is a small room 
en the right, called " The Court of Assistants^ 
JRoom;^' also near it is a store-room, and beyond 
them is the kitchen, containing boilers, and other 
requisites for cooking, as the company of mer- 
chants dine here every six months. These are 
merely the attendant offices ; but the two prin- 
cipal rooms &re on this story, and were formerly 
both in one, supported down the middle by a row 
of oak pillars, which now constitute the uprights 
of a wooden partition. 

The first room is sixty- five feet long, twenty 
feet wide, and about fourteen feet in height. It 
is well lighted, and. furnished with fixed seats 
against each side of the room. 
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At the farther end of each apartment, U a 
stage or elevation, common in all ancient halls 
and castles, called the Haiti or ^^ Degree^- 
Here the superiors of the mansion regaled them- 
selves, while those of inferior rank were seated 
below. This remnant of lordly pride is about 
six inches in height, and fifteen feet long. 

The first or outer room, jiist dcsnibed, is now. 
occupied as a Sunday School ; aad the cmnpany 
obligingly permit it to be used on iqany public 
occasions, for ^e accommodatian of the citizens. 

The inner room, called " The Court Mootn," 
is of the same dimensions as the other, but is kept 
in neater condition, being the room in which the 
Merchants^ Company assemble. Here they hold 
four quarterly oonrta in eachi year; and dine 
tt^ther half-.yearly ; on' which occasions, ** Tke 
Worshipful, ike- Governor^* presides. This 
officer should be chosen annually, by a majority 
of the members, but be js generally allowed to 
occupy the station three years. 

Over a fire-place on the right of the entrance 
to this room, is a table of benefactions. In a 
closet, near the fire-place, the account-books of 
the company are kept ; and on the other side, is 
placed a very large antique chest, bound with 
T3 
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iron hoopi* and aecored with three lock*, fn 
this archive, are d«poMted the ancient records of 
the oprnpany ; commencing even so far back as 
the eleventh century ; and with them are like- 
wise placed many curious reliques of the iut 
genuity of the early ages *. 

In this room, are several lai^e nradem win^ 
dows, and on the opposite side, is an excellent 
fuU-lengtb painting of George the first, presented 
to the company by two tif it's members, ip 1722; 
also several portraits of beoe&ctora to ike com-i 
pany. At the apper end of the room, on ^e Dais, 
and raised two steps above it, is the official seat, 
comprising three recesses — ^the centre one is for 
the governor, iirbilst the other two are occupied by 
tiie deputy-governor, and any member who haa 
•erved tbe office <^ governor. The seats are 
adorned with fluted columns on each side, sur* 
mounted by in ornamented head ; ' and in front of 
them are raised desks, &c, for husiuess. In the 
l^eotr^ of the room^ is a handsome brass chan* 

* The seal gf this cf)mpaQy is vefy curious j aod, ^^ 
^utbor havipg been favored wit}) an imprefsion of it, br 
^. Saunder^, esq., the present govenior, an eogravii^ 
pf this official iDstrumeut is given i^on^ nith that o( 
^t. Mary's Abbey, 
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delier ; vnd near the lower end ia a large antique 
oak table, curiously carved, used by the secretary, 
Mr. Ward ; to whom the writer is indebted for 
much information respecting this body. 

The ground Hoor consists of a chapel belong- 
ing to the compaoy ; and of a hospital, which will 
be noticed afterwards. The entrance to the 
chapel is by a passage, through a spacious area, 
leading into another room of very ancient ap- 
pearance, in which are several massy branching 
oak pillars, supporting the upper part of the 
building. A door out of this room, formed under 
a stone arch, opens into the chapel, it was built 
in 1411, and improved in 1667; and is a neat 
small building, well suited for devotional ex'- 
ercises ; and furnished with the usual appendages. 
The seats for the members are placed in a double 
row on each side of the chapel, and are calculated 
to contain more than one hundred persons. 

A sermon is preached here every six months, 
by the company's chaplain, who is chosen by the 
governor for the time being. For this service^ 
the clergyman ia paid one guinea ; and the clerk 
is paid two guineas per annum, for attendance on 
those occasions, and for reading prayers here 
every Wednesday and Friday, to the poor people 
of the hospital. T4 
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Beturning from tbe cbapel, the Btrasger will 
pass by the apartments called 

TRINITY HOSPITAL. 

An aocient hospital was founded here in 1<J73, 
by John de Bowcliff, dedicated to Christ and the 
blefesed virgin^ and commonly termed Trini^ 
Hospital. The founder had letters patent from 
king Richard II. dated, vt supra, to purchase 
lands worth ten pounds per annumi for the susten- 
tation of a priest or master, and for the brethren 
and sisters of the same. The priest was to pray 
for the said king, the founder, and all christian 
souls ; also to pay weekly to thirteen poor people, 
and two poor scholars, constantly residing in the 
hospital, every of them fourpence of silver. 

The founder purchased only one house and 
twenty-six shillings rent, and no other person 
having added any lands, " The governors of 
the mystery of merchants of the city of York, in- 
corporated July 12th, the eightli of Henry the 
sixth, and authorized by the said incorporation, 
to purchase lands to the value of ten pounds per 
annum, and to find a priest out of the profits of 
the same, did enter into the said lands given to 
the said hospital, and of tbe profits and other 
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ST. MARY'S ABBEY, YORK, 



TBIS SEAL IS OF BRASS, AND WAS FOUND NEAR YORK, SOME 
TXAR8 AGO. IT IS NOW IN TBB POSSESSION OF MR. J. DAtTON, 
TBS PUBLIC LECTURER. 

TBB VIRGIN UARY AND TBB BOLY CBILD, ARE REPRESENTEiy 
IK TBE CENTRE i AND THE INSCRIPTION ROUND TBEM IS, 

VIRGO PUDICA PIA NOSTRI 
MISERERE MARIA 

In EngMshi 
Oh chaste, pioua Virgin Mart/, have pity on ns / 
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MERCHANTS' COMPANY, IN YORK. 



B 18 KEPT ly THl 
THB INBTITUTION, 



The Iiueriptian, parilg in abbreBiaied Latin, rwu Oaa : 

t £ coeT hospitauter fratruT et 
sororTbeate marie virgiTjuxta portT 
fosse ebor. 

And may be Ka& at lei^th: 

t SigiHum Coenobii horpiiaHler jratram et inrorum Beattt Marim 

Virginiijuxta Poriam Fostte Ebor. 

Translated into English. 

SXAL or IBt KOMASrEBT or THE BBETHBEH AMD 8HTIB8, Of TBB 
TOtBIII XaBVi KEABrO3a0ATE,T0BK< 
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lands, did give yearly to a priest to sing con- 
tinuaUy in the said hospital, over and besides all 
charges, six pounds." 

The ancient record above alluded to, also stated 
that the thirteen poor persons should still be 
supported in tlie hospital, as well as two poor 
clerks to teach a school, and that if the revenues 
increased under the management of the priest, 
he was authorized to procure a chaplain to assist 
him; and that " they both should say daily suf- 
frages for the dead, and celebrate masses for the 
health and welfare of the king, the said John de 
Rowcliff, the mayor of the city, and official of 
the court of York for the time being ; and should 
every week say the penitential psalms, with the 
litany." 

Such was the original establishment of this 
hospital, but it was dissolved in the third of Ed- 
ward the sixth ; and the stipend of the priest, as 
also the lends, granted for maintaining of obits, 
lights, and lamps, was, by act of parliament, given 
to the king. 

The Merchants' Company have, however, 
with a laudable liberality, perpetuated tlie cha- 
rity ; and by means of various donations presented 
to it, by several members of the company, ten 
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poor persons, fire men and Gv^ women, are at 
present, supported in the apartments under the 
hall. 

The total annual salary fo each, is now^re 
potmda. The men live together in two rooms, 
with convenient closets, &c. ; and the old women 
occupy two similar rooms, completely distinct^ 
and at some distance from the former. In the 
apartments both of the men and Women, there 
are as many fire-ptaces as inmates, to prevent a 
repetition of disputes -which, the writer is in-* 
formed, anciently occurred amongst the weaker 
sex, when two or more of them were desirous of 
occupying the fire at one and the same time. 

Nearly opposite Merchants' -HaU, formerly 
stood 

ST. CLEMENT'S CHURCH. 
It was but a small building, and very ancient, 
having been destroyed prior to the union of 
churches in York. No vestige now remains of 
it, but it will ever be an interesting object in 
history, from the circumstance of the eighty Lin* 
colnsbire and Northamptonshire archers, who 
were slain in the battle between the English and 
Hainaulters, in the first of Edward the third, 
having been interred under' one stone, in this 
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shurch-jard; as detcribed in the first volume, 
page 92. 

Near Fo8S~Bridge^ and on the same side as- 
Herchaiits'-tlBli, is a new and coiounodioua house, 
called " I%e King^s Arms inn;" the accommo- 
daiionfr at which, though not of the first rate, are. 
very comfoi^able. 

POSS-BRIDGE, 

A.t the termination, of Fossgate, is a new and neat 
structure, built on the sdte of n. very ancient 
Stone bridge, of three arehes, erected in the rcigo 
(»f Henry the fourth. 

It appears by an old charter, that Aicltard the 
•eoond gave licence to the mayor and common- 
alty of York, to purchase lands to the yearly 
value of one hundred pounds, for the support of 
the bridges of Ouse and Foss ; but the latter 
having been rebuilt, as just mentioned, author* 
rity was granted in the fourth of Henry the 
fourth, to the mayor and citizens of York, to 
collect a toll on Foss- Bridge, for all victuals, &c., 
conveyed that way during five succeeding years, 
p3 defray the expenses incurred. 

It also appears that there was a chapel erected 
upon the north side of the old bridge, which was 
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lifwiued on the fourteenth of November, 1424, 
for the celebration of divine service. It was de- 
dicated to St AnnCf though sometioiei termed 
*' The ehapel of St Agnet ;" and prior to the 
dissolution, possessed three chantries of consider- 
able value. Several of the wooden piles wbicb 
supported this chapel, were drawn up, so late as 
the year 1734. 

At the period when Camden wrote, the line <^ 
the street extended completely over the bridge, 
which was so crowded with houses, tis to render 
it difficult for a stranger to ascertain when he 
was passing it. Ttiey were however taken down 
soon after his time ; tbmigh we find that in 1728, 
several 6sh stalls were again erected on the 
south side. 

The present handsome new bridge was built 
under the superintendence of Mr. Atkinson. 
The foundation-stone was laid on the fourth of 
June, 1811, in the presence of the committee for 
the Ouse and Foss Bridges, and a vast concourse 
of spectators. A brass plate was let into the 
stone, and upon it was the following inscriptions 

" THE FIRST STO'SE OF THIS BRIDGE WAS LAID BY TBk 
RICBT aoy. LiWRE^'CE DIXDAS, LORD MA70B, ON THE FOURTB 
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•F JVHE, HSCCCil., Itr THE FIFTT-FIBST TEAR OF TBE KEIGS 
or OEORQB TBS TBIHD, iSD ON THE DAY OS WHICH BtS 
MAJESTY COMPLETED THE SBFESTT-TBIKa TEAR OF BIS ACE. 
PETER ATKISSOtl, ARCHITECT." 

At tbe east ead of Foss-Bridge, stands 

WILSON'S HOSPITAL, a»d SCHOOL-HOUSE; 

Originally founded and endowed in the year 1717. 
Mrs. Dorothy Wilson, a maiden lady, who re- 
sided here, bequeathed her own dwelling-house 
to be converted into an hospital, for ten poor 
women, each of them to have a room to herself; 
and for their maintenance, she also left certain 
lands at Skipwith and Nun-Monkton, from which 
each of the sai,d poor women was to receive 
£6 iOs. Od. per annum. 

The same lands were also subject to the fol- 
lowing payments: — An annual salary of <£20 to 
a schoolmaster, for teaching twenty boys, and 
reading prayers twice every day to them and the 
women. Tbe boys are also to be provided with 
new clothes annually, and six pounds per annum 
are to be devoted to placing three of them out as 
apprentices. The yearly sum of two pounds 
each, is to be paid to three blind people ; and the 
same sum to a schoolmistress, for teaching six 
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poor cliildrcn in the parish of St. Dennis, to 
readi 

The lands have, however^ so iliucb increased ia 
value, that the allowance to each is now greatly 
au<rniented. The poor women in the hospital, 
whose salary was £& 10s. Od., at present receive 
£lS each; which sum is expected shortly to be 
raised to ^20. Thirty shillings are now allowed 
for each boy's clothing, instead of twenty. The 
schoolmaster's income is advanced from £20 t» 
£30, and he has a convenient detached dwelling- 
house to live i». The sctioolmistress is also paid 
four pounds instead of two ; and the other sum* 
are advanced in proportion. 

Tlie property is vested in the hands of sevea 
trustees ; and, in the settlement, is a very ex- 
traordinary clause, purporting that if any one of 
the trustees be made an alderman of the eity, he 
shall cease to be a trustee. — The recorder hai^ 
however, we understand, been occasionally chosea 
and approved. 

The original building, though very old, stfK>d 
iill 1 76d, when it was taken down by the trnsitees^ 
and re-erected ; but when the bridge was rebuilt, 
it was found requisite to take the hospital down 
a second time ; and it was then handsomely built 
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irith bricksj as it now appears, with the following 
inscription placed in front : 

" TBIB HOSPITAL AN» SCBOOL-BOCSB WBXB SfDOWED Bf 
MRS. DOROTHY WIISON, SFIKSTEK, FOR THE MUNTtSASCE OF 
TEH POOR WOMEN ; AB AISO FOR THE INSTRUCTION IN SNOLISB, 
BEADIffa, WRITINO, SfC, AND CLOTHINO, OP TWENTf POO* 
B0Y9 FOR EVER. SHE DBPARTBD THIS LIFE, TB£ TBUtD OF 
SOTSiaBBR, 1717." 

BELOW THIS 18 ALSO IK8CRIBED : 

<' The foundilion-Mane of thii builduig ma laid June 3id, 1813, b)) Chrif 
iopba Moirill, etq., in the A9nd fair of the reign of G«a^ the 111. 
Christopher MorritI, ^ 

Thomas NoicMe, I 
Junci Walk«r, >B>qairM. 

■Charlei Best, 1 

EdmdWaDk, 1 

OoHgePatmea, -^ 

Tnutees to Mre. Domth; WilMO'* CbuntJ." 
Thate Tnatett marked toith the aiUrlilc, are liact dtad; ani AoM letn ttt* 
ttcded bg otheri. Mr. ffaUter alio hat reiigwd. 

The premises now comprise the front building, 
in which are one room and one closet for each 
poor' woman; also a convenient school-room, 
and an apartment in which the trustees hold 
their meetings. Behind this building is a small 
yard, also the schoolmaster's dwelling-house, 
built in ISOd ; and beyond it is a piece of ground 
for drying clothes, and for other conveniences. 
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WALMGATE, 

Is a broad open street, except the lowest part, 
and est^ds from Foss-Bridgeto Walmgate-Bar. 
Many opinions have been entertained respecting 
the derivation of this name; some imagining it 
merely implied " Tripe- Street ;^^ others, that 
this name was a corruption of " Watlingate" an 
ancient street so called, without the Bar ; which 
latter was the opinion of'Mr. Drake; but with all 
duedeference to that learned antiquary,the author 
of this work must dissent from both the preceding 
derivations, as he is convinced that the name is but 
a corruption of" Vallum-Gate'^ — Vallum being 
the latin name for a wall or bulwark for security, 
and this street not only leading to the present 
Walmgate-Bar, byt also to the ancient Bar of 
Fishergate, and to the Red Tower. The tran- 
sition is easy from Vallum, to Valm, and we know 
that V is, even to this day, often pronounced as 
W; especially in the south. 

The first object of public interest, beyond the 
bridge, is on the right, and is called 

THE CHURCH OF ST. DENNIS,, 
Formerly written St. Oyonis. 

There is a tradition that this church was ori-' 
ginally a Jewish Synagogue, or Tabernacle; 
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but the writer has not been able to trace the rise 
of this opinion. In Wilson's Classical Antiquities 
of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, it is observed: 
** The Jews erected synagogues not only in towns 
and cities, but also in the country, especially near 
rivers, that they might have water for their puri- 
fications and ceremonious washings;" and this 
church stands not far from the river Foss. 

It was formerly a handsome pile of building, 
with a neat and lofty spire in the midst of it; 
which was perforated by a shot, in the last siege of 
York. This church was much reduced, by taking 
down the west end, in 1798, in consequence of 
the foundation being injured by a large and deep 
drain, passing too near it ; which was intended 
to draw the water from the Foss Islands. 

When the west end was pulled down, the 
spire was also removed, and a square tower 
erected in it's place, which yet remains. We, 
however, cannot term the alteration an improve- 
ment as to appearance, in any respect; for it not 
only gives a heaviness to the structure, which did 
not attend it before, but the reduction has ren- 
dered what was originally the length of the 
church, shorter than it^s breadth ; and hence 

VOL. II. L" 
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presents to the eye a fabric, singular and novel 
in the extreme. 

The ancient /wrcA here, as it stood prior to the 
west end being taken down, was a very interest- 
ing remnant of the early ages. It was in some 
degree, similar to the much-admired one at St. 
Margaret's church, exhibiting a variety of curious 
figures, mouldings, &.c., in good preiervatioil. 
Though the porch was removed, the carved stone 
door-way was carefully replaced at the entrance, 
where it now remains. 

The interior of the church is dry and neat'; 
and the ascent to it is by several steps. Against 
the wall, on one side of the altar, is an antique 
female figure, in the attitude of prayer, with 
an inscription to the memory of Mrs. Dorothy 
Hughes, wife of Robert Hughes, of Uxbridge, 
in Middlesex, esq. She was descended from the 
ancient family of the Redmonds, at Harewood, 
in this county. 

On the opposite wall, is an elegant marble 
monument, erected by the present Mr. Hotham, 
to the memory of bis brother, Robert Welbourne 
Hotham, esq., who served the office of sheriff of 
York, in 1801, and died in 1H06. Near the top 
of it, is a dove descending towards a weeping 
figure, which is represeuted leaning upon an urn. 
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at the base of which, are the family arms : Be* 
neath, is an appropriate inscription, and under it, 
are displayed the insignia of military honors ; he 
having been a captain in the York Volunteers. 
His remains are deposited in the family vault 
near the monument> 

There were 'formerly several ancient inscrip- 
tions in this church, including one U) the memory 
of Vice-Admiral Holmes, a native of the city, 
who died in 155S; and the painted glass in the 
windows had been preserved with great care ; 
but much of the antiquity has been destroyed by 
the late alterations. 

On one side of the church is a tablet, with an 
inscription, stating amongst other less imfiortant 
donations, that George Fothergill, gentleman, 
who resided in Micklegate, left by Will, bearing 
date the 12th of January, 1767, one hundred 
pounds, to be placed out on good security by the 
churchwardens and overseers, and tbe interest of 
it annually distributed amongst the poor of the 
parish, on St. James's day. 

At the opposite side, or north aisle of this 

church, was the family vault of the earls of 

Northumberland, and over or near it, formerly 

were tfVo eSIgies, upon a large slab of blue mar- 

U2 
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ble, sccuDipanied with an tnacription on brass; 
but they are no more to be seen. It is however 
affirmed, that in tliis vault, were deposited the 
remains of Henry, earl of Northumberland ; who 
fell, fighting for the house of Lancaster, at the 
memorable battle of Towlon Field. 

In the collection of drawings, epitaphs, &c., 
deposited at the office of arms, by Sir William 
Dugdale, are the representations of several of 
this family, in a kneeling posture, which were 
copied from the painted windows in this choir, 
now greatly defaced. It is by no means sur- 
prising, that traces of this noble family sliould be 
found here ; for opposite to the north side of St. 
Dyonis, and near to Gibson's iron-foundry, for- 
merly stood the palace of the earls of Nortji- 
umberland ; at which time this, no doubt, must 
have been their parish church. 

On the death of Henry, earl of Northum- 
berland, who was slain at the battle of St. Albans, 
in the 33d of Henry VI., and was father to tlie 
before- mentioned earl, an account was taken of 
liis property, in which was included a certain 
house in Walmgate, in the parish of St. Dyonis, in 
Vork, called " JPetCS^ffSnnt," which is some con- 
firmation of this account. Dugdale has also al- 
luded to this house ; and says that on the ground 
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irhere it slond, there was foand, by a' labourer, 
several years before, one arm of a gold cup, so 
heavy as to be sold for the sum of fifly pcninds. 

Percy's Inn seems to have been occupied by 
other familie,s, after the earls of Northumberland 
forsook it ; for it is an object of interest in the 
biographical memoir of the learned Marmadbke 
FoTHERGiLL, wbo ' WBS bom there in the year 
1652, and whose book^ and manuscripts were 
presented by his widow to the dean and chapter 
of York, as an addition to the Minster Library. 

The subject of this memoir was the eldest son 
of an opulent citizen, who had honorably acquired 
a fortune by trade. He was educated at Cam- 
bridge, and early embraced the ecclesiastical pro- 
fession ; in consequence of which be possessed, 
prior to the revolution, the living of Skipwith, in 
tbe county of York, and had received a promise 
for the next presentation to the rectory of Lan- 
caster. This political change, however, altered 
his views respecting the church, and being deter- 
mined never more to take any oath of allegiance, 
he retired from it, and lived contented and happy 
on the income of his paternal estate. 

He was very remarkable both for learning and 
piety, and was a great friend and admirer of 
-U3 
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literary characters. Hence he often viuted the 
University, but always travelled on foot ; and 
though he performed all the exercises required, 
-and gave the usual treat for the degree of doctor 
.of divinity, he would not even there comply with 
the government oaths^ and therefore could not 
.ever auuipe the title. 

His biographer says he was of the middle 
stature, rather corpulent; but, of so robust a 
constitution, that no cold could affect him. H« 
accustomed himself so much to the severity of the 
'iveatlier, that even in the depth of winter, he 
.could jump out of bed and roll himself in the 
snow, which he frequently did, without injury. 
.In deportment, be was grave and majestic ; his 
complexion was clear, his features manly, and 
hi$ hair as white as ytwh 

To ecclesiastical antiquity he paid great at- 
tention, and had made large collections of ma- 
nuscripts on the subject, which he once designed 
-to have published; and wou^d have done so, had 
,not extreme modesty operated to prevent him. 
He read the book of common prayer daily to his 
own family; and taught the duties of a christian, 
by the purity of his example and by the dignity 
.of his conversation. 
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Thus he lived to the great age of seventy-nine 
years, and on the 7th of September^ in the year 
I731,bedepartedthislife, with all the resignation 
and cheerfulness which accompany the close of 
such a virtuous course, and are the blessed at* 
fendants on a well-founded hope, anticipating 
celestial enjoyments, and blooming with im- 
mortality. 

. Proceeding down a lane on the north »ide of 
this church, called " St. Dennis^ Church hanCf* 
• the stranger will soon arrive at an cUmt housCi 
distinguished by the name of 

THE MAISON DIEU. 

It waa formerly maintained by the company of 
«ordwaiiiers ; and though much uncertainty exists 
respecting the period of it's erection, and wh^ 
was it's original founder, yet the credit of being 
to, is generally ascribed to tliat body. 

The company of cordwainers were united for 
the protection and encouragement of tlieir trade. 
They were certainly of great antiquity ; for we 
£nd, (see page 114 of this volume) that arch- 
bishop Scrope presented the company of cord- 
wainere with a large and haadjBome bowl, in 1398. 
U4 
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How loog they had existed as a body» previous to 
that year, is a matter of doubt. 

Ad act of parliament, on which they grounded 
their right to regulate the markets and the trade 
in general, having however been repealed ; they, 
in 1808, dissolved the fraternity. The entire 
patronage %( the Maison Dieu was, with it's 
writings, &c., previously transferred by the com- 
pany to Mr. Hornby, one of the principal mem- 
bers ; who finding the building in a very ruinous 
state, took the whole down, and generously re- 
built it in the year 1811, at his own expense. 

This alms-house now consists of four separate 
comfortable dwellings, each of which contains 
one room on the ground floor, and one over it. 
They are yet occupied by aged and decayed 
shoemakers, who pay one penny per annum ac- 
knowledgment to the present patron. The pe- 
cuniary donations to this charity do not exce^ a 
iew shillings per annum. 

On the top of the building are a cupola and 
bell, which, before the company was dissolved, 
was always tolled on the death of any of it's 
members. Divine service was also performed in 
the alms-bouse occasionally, at which the mem- 
bers were obliged to attend. From this source, 
may be traced the origin of it's name. 
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The dwellings are built witti bricks; and in 
front i$ the following inscription: 

*' Maisim Ditu, rebtiilt Aitao Dom. 191 1." 

Returning by the church of St. Dennis, and 
proceeding-up Walmgate, on the right, is a lane 
anciently called - ■ 

NEUTGATE-LANE. 
Newt being a small Lizard, often found in low 
marshy places, evidently proves that this lane, 
which certainly is very low and wet, is indebted 
for it's name to it's situation. It leads from 
Walmgate to Fishergate-Bar already described ; 
and at the corner of this lane, facing Walmgate, 
is the 

HABERDASHERS' HALL; 
A very ancient timber building, erected by Sir 
Robert VVatter, knight, who served the office of 
lord mayor, in 1591. He was a haberdasher, and 
built it for his brethren of the trade to assemble 
in. It has, however, long been disused by tliem; 
and is at present divided, and let in small tene- 
ments. Within Neutgate-Lane, on the left, 
stands a long row of low tenements, called 
SIR ROBERT WATTER's HOSPITAL. 

Tliis alms-house was also founded by tlie in- 
dividual whose name it bears. Drake, on the 
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authority of Torre, mentions tbat " Sir Robert 
Watter, knight, by his will, proved June 15th, 
1612, appointed thatau hospital should be erected 
out of his houses ia Nowtgaie, York ; which 
should be for the perpetual maintenance of ten 
persons. To consist of a master, gorernor, ov 
reader, who should have three pounds per annum 
for his stipend ; and of certain brethren and 
pisters ; to every of which forty shiUings -per 
annum should be allowed ; and that the said rent 
of twenty-four pounds per annum, should issue 
out of the lordship of Cundale/* 

Such is represented as the original endowment ; 
end the estate chargeable with the payment, being 
now the property of Mrs. Cholmley, of Howsham, 
in the east-riding of Yorkshire ; tbat lady's soli- 
citors, Messrs. Thorpe and Gray, pay the salary to 
the present inhabitants, half-yearly^ There has 
however been, by some means, a considerable re- 
duction in the charity ; for, tm personal inves-" 
tigation, the writer found the number of dwellings 
was only seven, each of which is the habitation of 
an aged woman. The evident remains of aa 
erection for the prayer bell, are yet to be seen ; 
but the bell itself, and the reader also, are gone ; 
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and tbe seven poor women receire no more money 
annually than forty shillmgs each ; hence (h« 
amount now paid to this alms-house, is only 
Jburteen pounds per annum. 

How this' reduction has been occasioned, the 
writer cannot learn, though it certainly is a ques- 
tion of importance. The hospital is a very low 
building, and possesses little convenience lor it'« 
inmates^ each dwelling containing only one room, 
with scarcely any yard behind, and the front 
opens into the lane. On the wall of the iindt 
dwelling, is the following old inscription; 

*'the;hospitai,l:of:sir :bobekt:watter;kc: 
7WISe:lorde ; haiob : of : yorke; repaired: ad: 
J62T," 

Since writing the above, the author has suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a perusal of the founder''* 
will, in the spiritual court of this city ; and from 
it he learns that, though Drake and Torre were not 
strictly correct, the true intent and meaning of the 
original endowment was, that ten persons should 
reside in tbe seven cottages ; one of whom, was 
to receive three pounds per annum, on conditioa 
that he should daily reed prayers, &c., to the re- 
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mainiDg nine persong, who were to receive ttt» 
pounds each — making a total of £21 per annum, 
chai^eable on the aforesaid estate. The fact 
therefore is, that the charity has been improperly 
administered ; for though the land must have 
considerably increased in value, but two-thirdt 
of the money due to this alms-house, have beea 
paid during many years. 

Immediately on making this discovery, the 
author communicated the information to the re- 
spectable owner of the estate ; whose honour and 
punctuality have ever been remarkably con- 
spicuous, and who, as might be expected, was 
much surprised at the intelligence, and has prd- 
miaed to iurther investigate, and fully rectify 
the mistake. He bad, however, conceived it 
requisite to procure an extract from the last 
will and testament of Sir Robert Watter, in 
order to confirm these remarks ; and he has ac- 
cordingly subjoined it, verbatioty in the con- 
fidence that the desire of tlie donor will now be 
strictly fulfilled. 

" In the Name of God Amen the xvijfA of Jannarie 
ano dni 1609, and in the yeres of tbe Reigne of our 
Sovaigne Lord James by the Grace of God lUnge of 
Englunde Scotlande France and Ireland, (bat is to saj of 
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JEng'land France and Irelande the seaventh and of Scot- 
land the xliijfA defender of the faytfa Sac, I Sir Robert 
Walter of the Citty of Yorke Knight beinge aickc in 
bodie but whole in mynde and in perfect memorie (thankes 
be to God) doe make this my last Will and Testament" 

" Item Whereas I the said Sir Robert Watter Knighte 
doe stande seized to me and to my heires of in and upon 
seaven seval) Houses or Cottages wherein certeyne poore 
people are nowe placed and dwellinge to the number of 
twelve scituate and beinge in a lane called Xowtegate 
Iftine which I latelie purchased with a Capitall Messuage 
there of my said brother William Watler. My intent and 
meaninge is in my lifetyme (yf yt so please Ciod} to errect 
an Hospitall there for the perpetuall maynteoance and 
releifdnge of tlie said poore persons which is alrcadic 
placed there and such other as hereafter shall succeede 
them and be placed there by me and my heires. And my 
desire is the same may be made an Hospitall by Charter 
and to have a perpetnall succession and to consist of ten 
persons after the deathes of thcim that is placed there as 
they dye whereof one of tfaem I desire and my nill is he 
shalbe called the Maixter or governor and reader and 
tile reste his brecthrea & sisters to be placed and pnt in 
there, upon their deathes suceessively by me and my 
heires for ever. And for defaultc of righte heires to me, 
the said poore to be placed by the Lord Malor for the 
tyme btMng the Pson of Crux Church and the Maister 
of the Company of Haberdashers for ever. And to be 
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odled by the name of Sir Robert Watter's HospitaR: 
And fur tlie better mayateRance of the said poore people 
dtece, and others which shall liereafteif be placed there 
accordin<;e to the true meaainge of this my Will. My 
desire will and meauinge is tiiat llie Reader of the said 
Hospitalt ithuU have & be paid and allowed unto him 
jerelie a pencon oi stipend of tltree poundes per tmau to> 
to take efiecte and be paid to him when as the said num- 
ber aliall decrease to the number of ten and to erery of 
tbe rest beinge nyue in number to have forty shillings 
a pieoe yereUe to be paid to them at two faastei iu the 
y<?re by even porcoos. Awl my will is that unUll they 
come to the number of ten that the stipend of one and 
twenty pounds be divided equally amoDgest tbem. And 
1 doe give the aaid Houses whereto the said poore people 
■owe doe dwell to Chrlstofer Watter my nephewe and to 
his heires upon tliis intent truste and confidence that he 
shall procure uithin eonvemt-'nt tyme after my death, yf 
the same be not dune in my life tyme, that there be made 
there and erected an llospitall in such sorte us by Lawe 
ia- and shalbe necessarie and requisite. And I do further 
\y this my Will geve devise and bequeath to the use of 
the said poore people for the payments of the said peocons 
•r stipends aforesaid as well before the erection of the 
said Hospitall as after, one yeerlie rent of twentie one 
poundes to be paid yereUe forth of the Lordshipp of 
Cundall at two feasts in the yeerc, that is to sale, at the 
least of St. Martin the Bishopp ia Winter and at the 
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feast of Pentechost by eveo and equall poreons or within 
xxiiytie daJes next after eitlier of the said feasts, for the 
said xxl/. to be yssueing and goeing furth of all that mj 
•aid Mannor or Lordshipp lands tents and hereditaments 
in Cundall aforesaid fornierlie geven and bequeathed to 
my said nephew Christofer as aforesaid to the use of the 
said poore respectively as aSiircs^d. And my minde and 
will is that if my said nephew Chrnfer, or the heires males 
of his bodie lawfullie begotten, or anie other which shall 
hereafter be iahwilable of the said Mannor Lordshipp 
Xiands Tents and hereditaments in Cundall aforesaid 
shall fail in payment of the said yeerlie rent of xxl/. or of 
anie part there<tf at either of the said feasts yeerlie, that 
then and so often, they which so makes d^ault of pay- 
ment shall forfeit the som of five poundes as a nomiua 
pena, to and Ear the use of the said poore of the said Hos- 
pitall, for which arrerags of the said rent, as also of the 
•aid nomina pena, it sliall and may be lawfull for the sud 
poore of the said Hospitall (after they shalbe incorporated) 
to distreine for the same, and the distres to keepe untill 
they shalbe satisfied the said rent and arrerags together 
with the said nomina pena, and likewise tO' sue for the 
same in anie coet of equitie as well before the erection of 
the said Hospitall as after at their pleasure, to the end 
tbeymay be truelie paid the same. And my minde & will 
is further that after the erection of the said Hospitall, tlie 
said Huwses wherein the said poore people now dwell and 
the said rent of xxll. shalbe assured and conveyed upoit 
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them and titeir Buccessors for ever by my said nrj^ew 
Clirufer. anil hU heires anil successors respectively as 
■Iialbe devised by CuuDsell learned in forme of I^aw ao- 
curdiDg to the traa mcaniag; of this my lost Will." 

Pfovorf IStli June 1612, by William Watter, his 
Brotlitrr, and one of the Executors. 

A little further up yeutgaie-TMne, in a garden 
wall, on the same side as the hoapital, is a niuti- 
hted statue of a knight templar — on his shield is 
a cross, patonec, with a bar. It is supposed to 
represent one of the Lafimers. 

Higher up the lane, and on the right, is the 
burning-ground and ancient site of 

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH. 

It was a rectory, originally under the patronage 
of the respectable family of Palmes, o( Nabum^ 
many of whom are interred here; that village 
being not only in the neighbourhood, but also a 
part of the parish of St. George. It was after- 
wards under the patronage of the Malbyes, of 
Acaster; and in the reign of Kicbard the second, 
it Tvas appropriated to the nunnery of Monkton. 
In 15S5, however, the church and parish of St. 
George were united to the church of St. Dennis, 
in Walmgate, and remain so at the present day. 



oyGooglc 



WAL3IGATE-WAHD. 309 

The cburch-yard is an elevated situation, to 
frbich is an ascent of a few steps; and in the vail, 
next to Fishergate-Postern, is yet remaining a cu- 
rious mutilated piece of sculpture, that, in all pro- 
bability, is a sepulchral remnant of the early ages. 
No remains of the church are, however, now to 
be seen, though but a few years ago, part of the 
west end of the building was standing. There 
was one chantry founded in this church, at the 
altar of St. Mary, for the soul of Nicolas, son of 
Hugh de Sutton. Tlie only object of interest 
which now meets the eye, is a tomb-stone, nearly 
one hundred years old ; on which is a coal of 
arms, and a singular inscription ; which being 
nearly defaced on the stone, is given below : 

" Here lyeth the body of ThomaB Armstrong, of Naybum. who d^uted 
thii life 0,nDbeT 29, I7'il< being forty-fom jein of age. Also here lye lliv 
bmliis of his chUilren, bom to bioi oF hia nife iiaiffieL ( Catherine, Inbells, 
Thomas, John, and George. And now, says Margaret, 
" Sleqi on blesi creature in lliy urn, 

My sighs and teais cannot awake ihee ; 
1 will b'4t stay until my turn. 

And then, oh then ! I'll oTertake thee." 

In this church-yard were interred the remains 
of Richard Turpin, the notorious highwayman, 
who was tried for horse-stealing at the Yorkshire 
Assizes, and executed on the seventh of April, 
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1739. The inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
Btill point out his grave ; and tradition asserts, 
that early on the morning after the interment, 
the body was stolen for the purpose of dissection ; 
but a mob having assembled on the occasion, it 
was traced by them to a garden, whence it was 
borne in triumph through the streets, on four 
men's shoulders, re- placed in the same grave, 
and a quantity of slacked lime deposited round 
the body. On the coffin was inscribed : " R. T. 
28;*' but he is said to have informed the ex- 
ecutioner that he was thirty-three years of age. 

The inhabitants of Xabuntf still infer their 
dead in St. George's church-yard ; and one head- 
stone bears a date so modern, as 1815. 

THE WHITE AND RED LEAD 
MANUFACTORY, 

Of Messrs. Charles Liddell and Co., is within the 
walls, and near the burying-ground just men- 
tioned. The process in this extensive concern is 
Tery curious, and worthy of the stranger's at- 
tention. 

The White Lead is manufactured by first 
melting the common pig lead, and casting it 
into thin substances. A quantity of horse litter. 
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which is protured from the barracks, ii then 
strewed in places prepared for the purpose, 
and the lead is exposed over earthen pots, in 
which is a certain portion of vinegar. Al- 
ternate layers of litter, and of those pots, are 
piled to a considerable height ; by which suf- 
ficient heat is generated to warm the vinegar- 
vapours consequently ascend, and in process of 
time, they corrode the lead into a kind of calx. 
The corroded parts are then ground in water, 
and by subsequently -drying in a stove, are re- 
duced to a beautiful white powder, called Cerusa; 
and finally packed in barrels, for the use of 
painters and potters. 

Tbe process in the manufacture of Red Lead, 
is much «asier. The pigs of lead are melted ia 
a large oven, where thej remain twenty-four 
hours; and the melted lead being then drawn 
out, is ground in a similar manner to the other; 
afterwards the finer part of it is again placed in 
the oven, and exposed to a greater heat than 
before, by which the colour becomes red; and 
the article, with some further trifling preparation, 
is ready for the potters and jjainters, the same 
8s the white powder. 

X2 
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The lead is ground by a steam engine; but 
there are also about thirty men and women em- 
ployed in this manufactory. 

The original name of Neutgate, has lately been 
changed. The old bouses which formerly stood 
opposite (he cliureh-yard of St. George, have 
been taken down ; and a row of new dwellings 
lias been erected, which is now designated 

ST. GEOUGE'9 STREET. 

This part of the city, formerly one of it's prin- 
cipal entrances, must at some time have been 
very populous; for we find the sites of three 
churches very near together, viz. : the church of 
St. George, in Neufgate- Lane, that of St. 
Andrew, in Fishergate, and that of St. Peter 
in the Willovrs, at the upper end of 
LONG CLOSE. 

This was formerly a large field extending from 
Fishergate-Bar to YValmgate-Bar; in which, at 
all (he great fairs in York, horned cattle were 
exhibited for sale. It was formerly the property of 
Mr. John Walters, who sold it; and about seven 
or eight years ago, it was parcelled out for gar- 
dens, and build ing-ground. A row of brick 
dwellings has since been erected ; which form 
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one side of a street^ terminating witb a common 
footpath, that leads through itfromiS/. George's- 
Slreet to Walmgate. The name, heng Close, 
is still retained, which perhaps will continue be- 
yond the present generation, and even when the 
original cause is entirely forgotten. 

At the lower end of this new street, is a Linen 
Manufactory, built by Mr. John Waiters, about 
the time of the other erections ; and now occu- 
pied by Messrs. Lakeland and Co. Near the 
site of this factory, and not far from Walmgate- 
Bar, formerly stood the church of 

ST. PETER, IN THE WILLOWS. 

It was an ancient rectory, under the patronage of 
Ihe prior and convent of Kirkham ; but at the 
union of churches in York, it was united to St. 
Margaret's, and the huilding was suffered to 
decay. It appears that there was a perpetual 
chantry founded in this church, at the altar of 
St. Mary ; but the founder's name, &c. are un- 
known. A garden behind the factory is sup- 
posed to have been the church-yard, as human 
^ones are still frequently dug up there. 

Returning down Walmgate, the next object 
of public interest will be found on the left, 
X3 
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nearly opposite to St, Margaret's church. It Is 
called 

WINTERSKELF'8 HOSPITAL. 
Drake passes over this hospital, with Ae unsa- 
tisfactory remark that it is inconsiderahle ; hut 
the author of this work, having personally sur- 
veyed the premises, Bndg that it well deserves 
more particular notice. 

Perceval Winterskelf, who served the office of 
sheriff of York, in 170d, gave to the parish of St. 
Margaret, certain huildings on each side of a 
square yard ; part of which he directed should be 
occupied as the residence of six poor people. He 
ordered the remainder to be let by the parish 
officers to eligible tenants, and that the amount ot 
rents should be eptirely devoted to the maio- 
ten^nce of the six poor inmates of the hospital. 

The entrance is by a narrow passage, which 
opens into the court-yard. The buildings are of 
brick, and those on one side, are occupied at 
present as a malt-kiln. The poor people have 
one room each on the ground floor, on the oppo- 
site side, and at the upper end of the yard ; 
whilst the rooms over their divellings are let as 
corn chambers, &c. 
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The amount of annual income, to each of the 
six inhabitautB of the hospital, is from seven to 
eight pounds ; by which they are not only ren- 
dered in some degree comfortable, but the parish 
is very materially relieved. 

In one room of this hospital, the writer wit- 
nessed a very singular Instance of longevity, 
which as it is no trifling proof of the healthy 
situation of our city, deserves notice. An old 
couple, and their daughter, have long inhabited 
that single room. The names of the aged pair are 
Christopher and Ann Mitchell ; the husband is 
ninety-seven years of age, the wife eighty-seven; 
and they were married in the year 1754. The 
daugliter, whom they yet term " a lass," is sixty- 
one; and appears very attentive in waiting upon 
her aged and venerable parents. 

It is equally worthy of observation, that 
they are all natives of the city, and once pos- 
sessed some property, but by adverse events, 
have lost the whole ; yet, in the consciousness 
of integrity, they have preserved that compo- 
sure of mind, which, under Providence, has in- 
sured to them length of years, and the retention 
of all their faculties — a circumstance highly cal- 
culated to surprise the calm observer, and to 
X4 
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excite the enry of tboie affluent, ^kose riches are 
incompetent to procure them the blessing of 
health. 

ST. MARGARET'S CHURCH, 

Stands behind the houses on the north side of 
Walmgate; and presents a very humble and 
rural appearance, from the church being low, 
and from there being several large trees near it, 
beneath whose widely spreading branches, the 
turf, poetically speaking, heaves " in many a 
mouldering heap." This church, and that of 
St. Mary, which also formerly stood in this street, 
were conjoined into one rectory, under the pa- 
tronage of tlie hospital of St, Peter, or St. Leo- 
nard, in this city ; having been given to it by 
"Walter Fagenulf, in the reign of the first Henry. 

There are not any monumental inscriptions or 
other remains In this place of worship, claiming 
particular notice. In the year 1 672, the steeple of 
it fell down, and seriously injured the roof of the 
building, which, owing to the poverty of the 
parisli at that period, was not repaired till 16S4, 
The roof is now covered with red tiles, and the 
iquare tower is chiefly built with bricks. 

The Poitcn of this church is, however, an ob- 
ject of considerable' interest; being perhaps the 
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most curious and extraordinary specimen of Saxon 
sculpture and architecture, this country can 
exhibit. The church is certainly a very ancient 
structure ; but wlien compared with the porch, 
has all the appearance of modern workmanship; 
hence we may be certain they are not of the sanae 
date; indeed, there are yet the evident remains 
of the roof of a former porch, which though in 
the same place, was higher than the present one. 
The old Saxon porch now there, was brought 
from the dissolved hospital of St. Nicholas, 
extra muros, without the neighbouring bar, 
and placed in it's present situation. It com- 
prises four united circular arches, below and 
within each other. The top or outer one, 
exhibits twenty-five figures, consisting of the 
twelve signs of the Zodiac, alternately with hiero- 
glyphic representations of the several mouths 
in the year; below which, is a curiously carved 
flower moulding. The second arch comprises 
twenty-two grotesque faces. The third, eighteen 
hieroglyphic figures, probably Egyptian; and 
t\\e fourth, fifteen figures similar to those on the 
preceding one. They are each supported by a 
light ruuud column, producing together, an efiect 
pleasing and singular in the extreme. Within 
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the porch, is a recess on each side, apparently the 
remains of Roman superstition ; and over the 
door of the church, is a curiously carved arch ot 
stone, supported by round columas, the same as 
the others in front. The top of the porch is 
crowned with a small stone crucifix; and the 
whole admirably displays the singular taste which 
prevailed, a short time previous to the abandon- 
nient of the Saxon style. 

The size of this work does not admit of a plate, 
that would aflTord a correct delineation of the 
figures, which adorn this ancient piece of archi- 
tecture; but we are glad to observe that a very 
fine etching of this curious porch, about sixteen 
inches square^ has lately been published by Mr. 
Cave, of this city ; for there not being any fence 
placed round the porch, to preserve it from the 
Tude attacks of juvenile mischief, or of more 
advanced barbarism, it has already suffered much j 
and may, in the course of a short lime, be com- 
pletely defaced. 
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